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‘Shop jobs would help town' A
MAJOR new out-of-town shops project would ease congestion and boost jobs in a
depressed seaside town, a developer claimed yesterday. Carter Commercial
Developments plans to build a 13-acre centre with a supermarket, 550-space car
park and a petrol station in the northern outskirts of Clacton. The company called
the public inquiry at Weeley, after Tendring District Council failed to give a
decision on the plans in the required time limit. The scheme is earmarked for the
north-west of the Highfield Holiday Park and south of the Gorse Lane link road.
Tendring District Council believes a decision would be premature as

the final version of the district plan

- the area’s blueprint for future development - is not completed. Roy
Vandermeer, representing the company, told planning inspector Michael Culshaw
there were many positive reasons why permission should be granted without delay.
He argued the congested roads and lack of parking spaces adversely affected the
town’s all-important tourist industry by putting off visitors. And the company
stressed a major attraction was the number of jobs created. ‘In a town where
unemployment is running at about 20 per cent, the creation of jobs is important in
itself,” he said. ‘There is an urgent need to provide new shops and new jobs as soon
as possible.” Carter Commercial Developments said shoppers in Clacton would
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benefit from the extra choice. ‘The situation in Clacton is woeful,” said Mr
Vandermeer. ‘Not a single store in Clacton has car parking provided to local
authority standards and there are signs of stress even in February.” He said the
access would create no problems as an exit to the new link road had already been
negotiated with builders. The company also plans to landscape the site so it
would be hardly visible from Clacton and Little Clacton. Andrew Kelly, for
Tendring District Council, argued a premature decision could prejudice the future
development of the area. The council also claims the scheme goes against some
countryside protection policies. Three other firms have put in developments for the
outskirts of the town, including Brook Park, off the A133, which has been included
in the draft local plan. The inquiry, expected to last for four days, continues.




