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. FUN AND FRIENDSHIP for under fives

THE under fives of Liphook

have an opportunity to develop confidence and fulfil their potential at an early age
thanks to three afternoon pre-school groups. Under the auspices of the Pre-school
Group for Parents and Children, the children and their parents enjoy a variety of
activities one afternoon a week at Liphook Infant School. This Hampshire county
Council funded family group is for three-year-olds, their parents or carers and any
brothers and sisters under school age. They meet in the school hall on Tuesday
afternoons from 1.40 p.m. until 3.10 p.m. and the group is run by two mothers -
both experienced teachers - Diane Danes and Carol Tubbs. Sessions begin with the
children taking the initiative and deciding what toys or activity they want and
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parents are invited to join in such things as organising the dolls’ house, making sand
pies, playing with trains, building houses, mixing paints and cutting up paper. It is
an ideal opportunity to play constructively together and a useful way for everyone to
make new friends. Playing is only a part of the session. Children learn nursery
rhymes, use the school’s playground and listen to stories while parents chat and
discuss children’s problems. The group have been so successful that Diane and
Carol have a waiting list. Diane and Carol also run a pre-school contact group for
four-year olds and their parents, which excludes younger brothers and sisters, on
four Friday afternoons each term from 1.40 p.m. until 3.10 p.m. The emphasis is
again on a parent-child partnership and sessions tend to have a special theme. These
have included discipline, road safety and dental health. Mike Wearing senior warden
of the Queen Elizabeth Country Park, is soon to give a talk to the group. ‘We are
open to suggestions and ideas for the group’, said Diane, ‘and we hope parents will
tell us what they think is needed. Our role in the group is not to have all the answers
but to direct parents to sources where these might be found.” A getting ready for
school group for the rising fives and parents funded by the school, is run by
Christine Swaby, lower school coordinator. Funded by the school, seven Friday
afternoon sessions are held during the term preceding the child’s start date.
Invitations come via playgroups but parents of the few children who do not attend
one can contact the headteacher, Margaret Sutton, at the school. Ben Gillespie age
3-1/2 and his mother Suzanne play trains. Make believe dinner is being cooked by a
group of under 5 children in the playhouse. Psst! Anyone want a cast iron bath? DIY
enthusiasts in Bramshott and Liphook may find a bargain or two going for free is
they are quick and have




