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<1241/c> but failed to reach agreement. LEEDS midfield man Scott Sellars has had a hernia 

operation and is aiming to be back in action by Christmas. Reilly axe falls on 

Edwards By Ray French SHAUN EDWARDS, rugby league’s leading try-scorer, 

was axed yesterday from the England side to face Wales on Friday week at 

Swansea. The Wigan half-back, who gained his 28th cap in last month’s World Cup 

final against Australia, has been dropped along with team-mates Martin Dermott and 

Joe Lydon. But England coach Mal Reilly insisted the 26-year-old, who has scored 

23 tries this season, has not been disciplined for his outspoken comments on Kiwi 

referee Dennis Hale before the Cup final. Reilly opts for the return of England 

skipper Garry Schofield to stand-off and will give the substitute’s role to a younger 

player. He said: ‘Edwards is the best support player in the game but it’s no use 

having him hanging about in the wings when the experience could be given to a 

younger player. ‘Both Edwards and Dermott are class acts. Lee Jackson has been 

competing very well as hooker and deserves another chance. ‘And Lydon told me 

Wembley was his swansong.’ Edwards said: ‘I’m surprised. I think my form has 

been good enough. But Mal Reilly is the coach and it is his judgment. ‘I just have to 

respect his opinions.’ SQUAD: Connolly (St Helens), Critchley (Salford), Ford 

(Castleford), Fox (Bradford Northern), Hunte (St Helens), Newlove (Featherstone 

Rovers), Offiah (Wigan), Powell (Sheffield Eagles), Schofield (Leeds, captain), 

Spruce (Widnes), Tait (Leeds), Betts (Wigan), Busby (Hull), Clarke (Wigan), Eyres 

(Widnes), Hanley (Leeds), Jackson (Hull), Joynt (St Helens), Molloy (Leeds), Platt 

(Wigan), Skerrett (Wigan). Marty finds right footing By Mike Allan 

Monmouthshire 9, Australia 19. MARTY ROEBUCK found his kicking boots 

again to inspire the Wallabies to a morale boosting pre-Test victory at Ebbw Vale. 

Having missed with five kicks in the 13-9 defeat at Llanelli last weekend, Roebuck 

made sure there was no reprieve for Monmouthshire yesterday, banging home four 

penalties in the opening 20 minutes. That effectively made the game safe for the 

tourists, but there was little to commend in a cold and often bitter contest. Irish 

referee Brian Smith was forced to act as peacemaker when fighting broke out 

among the rival front rows on more than one occasion, and once again the Aussies 

were frustrated by 
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the spoiling tactics of the home side 

. Tougher Aussie coach Bob Dwyer said: ‘It was a bit of a bun fight. Yet again, 

we have seen a game where consistent breaches of the law have been 

committed. ‘The only difference between the lineouts this year and last is that you 

can get penalised in a few more areas. There’s the same barging, jumping off the 

shoulder and closing the gap.’ It can only get tougher for the tourists when they face 

a resurgent Wales at the Arms Park on Saturday, although home hopes of upsetting 

the world champions were delivered a huge blow yesterday, when Swansea full-

back Tony Clement was forced to pull out with a stress fracture of the leg. Wales 

manager Robert Norster revealed: ‘Tony has suffered with the problem for quite a 

while, and the doctor said it had to be put in plaster.’ Mike Rayer will take over the 

No 15 jersey from Clement and will face the tourists for the second time this season 
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following his recent appearance for the Wales B team. Another boost for the tourists 

is that lineout ace John Eales is on the mend and could even creep into Saturday’s 

Test. That would be bad news for Wales, although they have expected all along that 

wonder wing David Campese would be 100 per cent by the time it came to the 

crunch in Cardiff. ‘David will be right for the Test,’ said Dwyer. ‘He would have 

played last weekend had it been an international.’ The same is so of fellow Test 

winger, Paul Carozza, who has n't played since the defeat by Swansea in the tour 

opener. Without Eales, the Aussies are not a potent a force in the lineout. Barged 

Garrick Morgan and Warwick Waugh were well matched by the Monmouthshire 

pair of Tony Rees and Mike Voyle yesterday, and the experienced Rod McCall 

made little difference when he came on to replace Morgan. Those Roebuck penalties 

apart, the only other scores from the Australians came in the first half, when 

strapping winger Damien Smith barged his way through two tackles to notch the 

game’s only try. Roebuck added the conversion, and the Aussies were coasting 19-0 

at the interval. With the strong wind at their backs, Monmouthshire were able to 

apply some pressure in the second half, but their cause was n't helped by Jonathan 

Westwood, who landed only three penalties from six attempts. Fines fear for 

Windies THE West Indies fear that fines aimed at enforcing the 90 overs-a-day rule 

for Tests could see them return penniless from their tour of Australia. Captain 

Richie Richardson said: ‘We could go home without a cent.’ Rangers switch 

RANGERS’ second match in the 
 


