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<1017/c> was agreed. (b) The weekend had produced three new members for the Programme 

Group: Crawford, Leah and Helen. (c) The question of a new editor for the Bulletin 

was discussed. None of the new group members felt able to take on the job at present 

and it was agreed that David should write to the Management Committee to ask for 

further suggestions. 2. Update on 1993 Lent Studies (a) Since typing had taken longer 

than anticipated the booklet would not appear until the end of December. Minor 

changes had been made following criticism by Archbishop Mario Conti, that some of 

the language was difficult. It was noted that a revised layout, using 10point Helvetica, 

meant that the booklet was 4pp longer than originally estimated, which would add to 

printing and postage costs. (b) Christine produced a new order form for the Lent 

Studies booklet and fliers for the Preparation Day on 30th January to be held in 

Dunblane Cathedral Hall, for which she would arrange tea, coffee, and a bookstall 

where it was hoped to have copies of the books mentioned as background reading for 

the Lent study. (c) David agreed to liaise with Liz Templeton and to organise the 

programme for the day. (d) Christine mentioned that the CCBI were producing a 

pamphlet listing recommended books for Lent, including the one by Liz. 3. Mission 

Studies The drafts produced earlier had been piloted in two groups during the summer 

and autumn of 1992. The difference between the types of studies written by David 

and by Peter Bell had created six studies, each in two formats. David hoped to 

circulate a final version for comment before the end of January. The aim was to launch 

these after Easter, stressing their potential usefulness for Advent 1993, and it was 

noted that a specific demand for Advent Studies had been expressed by several 

groups. 4. Review of Carberry Event (a) The event had incurred a fairly substantial 

loss (£444.68). The reasons for this included (i) 4 people backing out (ii) ineffectual 

publicity (iii) delay in production of the leaflets which had involved extra postage (iv) 

the comparatively large number of workshop leaders to be paid for (v) the fact that 

Carberry itself is expensive. (b) The Church of Scotland had agreed to make up a 

proportion of the shortfall equal to the proportion of its members present. This would 

amount to c. £200 (=45%). (c) It was agreed that there should be further investigation 

into optimum methods of publicising such an event in the future, and it was noted 

that setting up 
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a central diary of events  

might help to reduce the chances of conflicting or uncomfortably close dates for 

similar events being chosen. E.g. The annual conference of local Councils of 

Churches had been held in Dunblane the week before Carberry, at the same time 

as a Church of Scotland Readers’ Conference at St Ninian’s Perth. (d) The 

question of subsidising such events (as happened with the abovementioned 

Readers’ Conference) was discussed. David agreed to relay the feelings of the 

Programme Group that subsidy should be considered to the group set up by the Open 

College to negotiate with the denominations and with suitable trusts concerning the 

setting up of financial support for courses, training, etc. It was noted that a subsidy of 
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c. £1000 would probably be needed for a similar event in the future, but that a venue 

which operated a more lenient cancellation policy would make things easier for the 

organisers. (e) Despite the small numbers attending (and consequent loss) the 

gathering was felt to have been a successful occasion, judging by the comments of 

participants and workshop leaders. The range of speakers, sizes of groups and value 

of Richard Holloway as a keynote speaker were all praised, and two out of three 

participants said that they would attend a similar event again. (f) After further 

discussion a small group consisting initially of Eileen, Maureen, Crawford and Leah, 

was set up to plan the next such gathering. This was provisionally arranged for early 

May 1994, after Easter but before the ACTS gathering on 25 June. It would be held 

if possible at St Ninian’s Crieff, which would mean that, if the Warden, Peter, could 

be involved, the event would be zero-rated for V.A.T. (as had been the case at 

Carberry with the involvement of Jock Stein). 5. GROUPNET Bulletin (a) It was 

agreed that Eileen and Maureen would write a report on Carberry. (b) There was 

discussion on the need for articles encouraging people to set up new groups: Fillan 

produced some useful material on this, and Eileen referred to studies developed by 

her group which had subsequently been used by six others. (c) It was suggested that 

Ken Lawson might be asked to write an article on Group Relations and that a report 

might be given of a course in Grangemouth on ‘Creative Listening’. (d) Maureen 

produced a flier about the CPAS Open House Magazine for House Group leaders, 

published 3 times per annum, subscription £5. (e) Christine produced an updated list 

of subscribers and labels, but it was agreed that there was no means of ensuring that 

names were transferred safely and accurately from 

 
 


