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Project overview

This was an in depth qualitative study into the educational experiences and opinions, attainment,

achievement and aspirations of looked after children and young people in Wales commissioned by the Welsh
Government.

Obijective 1: Conduct an in depth qualitative research study with looked after children and young people, to
provide insight into their experience of education and their opinions on what could be done to improve it

Obijective 2: Collate and report relevant literature and data

Project Partners- The Fostering Network, Voices from Care Cymru, Spice Innovate
Music and Art Extension ProjeeMinistry of Life
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Methods

A Statistical and literature reviewFindings
A Systematic reviewFindings
A Creative methods and interviews

A Peer researcher led focus groups
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Qualitative Participatory Methods
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& Aspirations
&

LACYP did ndackaspiration
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LACYP often had altruistic aspirations and wanted to help others
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Aspirations — Enablers and Barriers

 KS OwF2a0GSNI OF NBENB Lizi | €20 2F 0StAST Ay YS | yR
(Female, age 21

“So she had a look at it with me and she said well | can do this by hand, so she sat down with me and
KSfLISR YS R2 Yé K2YSg2N]l X {2 OGKFG YSYOSNI2F adl F°¥F

homework here and thete ( Fe mal e), 16+ group
GW+l NA2dza F2a0SNJ OF NBNE FYyR LIS2LX S 042 R2 gAGK GKS
KAIKSNI SRAzOI A2y QP L oA&aK a20A1f ASNBAOSa ¢g2dzZ R ¥
RSAINKSaE a2 ¢K2 NP (KSe (2 o6S GSttAy3a lyez2yS Stas
0StEASYS GKIG OKAfRNBY AY OFNB gAff R2 FyeidKAYyIoD |
0StASPS Al | (Fenddd, ageRS Ya St gSakKQ
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Experiences — being ‘different’

' SAYy3 YIRS G2 FSSt tA1S 'y 2dziOFad o60SOFdzaS L oI &
and vulnerable . ( Mal e part)i ci pant , 16+ group
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its only labelofyou ( Femal e parj)icipant, 16+ group
L KIFIGS LIS2LX S FSStAyYy3 LAGE F2NJ YSDP LQY 2dzald | y2 N
like some pitychild ( Mal e participant, 16+ group)
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Experiences — being ‘visible’

N~

‘L R2y QU 1y26 o0FR oAU oI & fA1S KS [/ wSOASGa | yR
GSNBE Ay OFNB IYyR gKI Séé JFYR 0KIFIGZ GKSe& |ttt @gSNEK:
Miss Seand-sao? ’ ( Nadi)ne, age 21

L 2dzal RARYQG slyd Ads L sba £A1S L R2yQlG yS8SR (K
LQY y20iX LQY .|l (yz2Ndhllfe LWPWINEIAVW i pant, 16+ group

‘Any meetings, if they are necessary, should be held outside of school time, not just at a time that is
convenient for the professionals ( Femal e partici pant, 16+ group)
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Experiences — ‘let off’ or ‘let down’

W!saon as | went into care, then went back to school and my teachers majority of them treated me completely different,
because | was in care they moved me down sets, they put me in special help, they gaxg me in supporgroups. And

gl & 2dzad tA1S L R2yQd ySSR ff GKA& &AKAGZ LQ@OS 2yfeé Y2OSH
RAFFSNBYOS (2 YS Aa LQOS Y2OSR K2dzaSs (KFOQa AdGX GKSe f 22
gl a tA1S 82dzONBF Y2NB (KFy OFLIotS 2F 060SAy3 (kFemal@g26+x aSa 0 dzi

group)

LiQa Fo2dzi Y2UAQl A2y 1 f& @ R A& | 322R (A0 dzZL) GK:
2N MmTX L ¢2dA R LINRPolofée KI @S oééy fA1S WNRIKMA| eKip@and i £i |
16+ grouy.

Unintended consequencegositionof leniency was often welhtentioned, based on what is known about LACYP and the
difficulties they face.

But - teacherswho they talked about as being bestre those whoencouragedhem back intdessons/schogland pushed
them academically, rather than allowing them to di sengage

o CARDIFF
CASCADE UNIVERSITY
Research and Development Centre PRIFYSGOL
nolfan Ymer 2 Dotblvgu (AERDYy




Recommendations

The final research report concluded with 17 recon
Minimising disruption during school time

Universal programmes for support

Educational champions to resolve disputes

Accesdo computers and to a wide range of readimgterials

Opportunitiesto meet with others who aréooked

Training for foster carers
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Informing Policy
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Having Reaching

ambitions our goals Llywodraeth Cymru

Welsh Government

www.gov.wales

A strategy to support children who are looked after reach their goals in education
and raise their ambitions.
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Feedback

IndependentReviewingOfficer: "lwi | | NOT hold LAC reviews during sct

C a r dUACH suppoteam: "moredrive and determination to support the rights of looked after children in
education”

YouthOffendingService: "helgo make sure my organisation does not make appointments for young people
i n school ti me”

LACYTPh.e “one thing that | will take back home is th
good experience. Also it’'s a pleasure to have the
success ANDmywell et people tell me | ' m different al
can achieve what | want in |Iife as Il ong as | work
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O u I u I ; MANY OF THE CHILOREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

WE SPOKE T0 WERE AWARE OF THE STIGMAS
THAT COME WITH THEIR STATUS AS ‘LOOKED
AFTER' AND TALKED ABOUT BEIMG SEEN BY
PEERS AND ADLILTS AS A PROBLEW, TRONIGLETY
DIFFERENT, AND UNLIKELY TO ACHIEVE MUCH
THEY WANTED TO BE SEEN AS INDIVIDUALS,
NOT AS JUST A LABEL, PITIED OR A PROBLEM
TO BE SOLVED.

Mannay, D., Staples, E., Hallett, S., Roberts, L., Rees, A., Evans, R. and
Andrews, D. 2013Jnderstanding the educational experiences and
opinions, attainment, achievement and aspirations of looked after
children in WalesCardiff: WelslGovernment

Short films x 4
Songs and music videos x 3; Posters and postcards x 3 EPPRSSPN

Thrive magazine

Available athttp://sites.cardiff.ac.uk/cascade/lookedfter-children
and-education

Sho@ of music videeBreathe bySapien
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http://sites.cardiff.ac.uk/cascade/looked-after-children-and-education/

For more | nformati o

Email cascade@cardiff.ac.uk
Phone:02920 875142

Visit: http://sites.cardiff.ac.uk/cascade/
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