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1. Background to the research

Policy Context

1.1 The low educational attainment and future prospects of looked-after
children and young people! (LACYP) has become an issue of
widespread international concern (Berridge 2012; Jackson and Hdojer
2013). Within the four UK nations we know that children in public
care, on average, achieve poorer educationally than their non-looked-
after peers (see Jackson 1987; 2010). This gap widens across all Key
Stages and into higher education (Stein 2012). As a result, over
recent decades in England and Wales there has been an
intensification in legislative action and policy development aimed at
improving the educational outcomes of LACYP (see The Children Act
1989; The Children Act 2004; The Children and Young Persons Act
2008; The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014; Welsh
Assembly Government 2007). This policy drive has particularly
focused upon improving working relationships between professionals,
practitioners and local services in order to narrow the attainment gap

between looked-after children and their non-looked-after peers.

1.2 Since devolution the Welsh Government has developed its own
policies and guidance for local authorities, which aim to tackle the
i ssue of the oOunderPaThibhagreselteceimt 6 f or L AC
several types of educational interventions for LACYP in compulsory
education. These include: the establishment of the local authority
looked-af t er chil drends education coordinat
looked-a f t e r ¢ h ichtidnrseppodt sorkerdouprovide catch-up
support; a designated teacher in school who supports LACYP; and
the Personal Education Plan (see WAG 2007). However, despite

these policy provisions, the overall educational attainment of LACYP

! Age based definitions of children and young people are inconsistent in the literature. The

1979 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child defined all those under 18 as

children but later definitions have referred to those age 15 to 24 as youth or young people. In

this report we have used the term children or young people when referring to published

|l iterature by employing the original authoros def i
in this project we have tended to employ children for those under 15 and young people for

participants of 15 and over.



1.3

1.4

1.4

has yet to be noticeably raised. The lack of marked progress in this
area, despite policy interventions, highlights the challenges in
addressing LACYPs educational achievement and the complexity of
the problem.

As at 31st March 2015 there were 5,615 children in public care in
Wales: 2,595 girls (46.3 per cent) and 3,020 boys (53.7 per cent). The
largest proportion of children were aged 10-15 years old: 2,040 (36.3
per cent), followed by 7-9 years old: 1350 (24 per cent), 1-4 years old:
995 (17.7 per cent), 16-17 years old: 940 (16.7 per cent) and under 1
year old: 290 (1.2 per cent). In terms of ethnicity, the vast majority
were white: 5,115 (91.1 per cent). 175 (3.1 per cent) were mixed race,
75 (1.3 per cent) Asian or British Asian, 55 (1 per cent) Black or Black
British, 40 (0.7 per cent) other ethnic groups, and 155 (2.7 per cent)
unknown. Of those children, 4,255 (75.7 per cent) were placed in
foster care. Data collected by Local Authorities is not sufficient to
provide robust information relating to the reason for a child becoming
looked after (Welsh Government 2015).

Aims and Objectives of the research

The following objectives for this research were laid out by Welsh

Government:

Objective 1: Conduct an in-depth qualitative research study with
looked after children, to provide insight into their experience of

education and their opinions on what could be done to improve it

Objective 2: Collate and report relevant data and literature

To meet these objectives our research followed a two phase design.
First we reviewed, collated and analysed existing statistics about
LACYP®& attainment in England and Wales and reviewed literature on
what is known about the LACYP population in relation to educational

experiences, attainment and achievement. We also conducted a full

5
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systematic review of effective educational interventions with LACYP.
This provides information on what programmes and initiatives have

been evaluated in relation to improving aspects of LACYP& education.

Secondly, we conducted an in-depth qualitative research study with
LACYP and care leavers, in order to generate data that provides
insight into their experiences of education, their aspirations for the
future and their opinions on what could be done to improve education.
With children and young people in care aged 5 to 16 years old we
undertook semi-structured interviews using creative methods including
emotion stickers and sandbox scenes, as part of event days organised
by The Fostering Network. With young people in care aged 16+ and
care leavers we worked with peer researchers who facilitated focus
groups, supported by Voices from Care Cymru and Spice Innovations,
to engage young people about their experiences of barriers and
enablers to their progress in school education and post-compulsory
education and any support they received. We also asked the 16+ focus
groups for feedback on vignettes based upon evidence about
interventions collected from the systematic review, exploring whether,
why and how these interventions may
attainment and aspiration in education. In follow up focus groups we
asked participants to reflect on initial findings and on how policies and

practices could respond to improve the education of LACYP.

Previous research

Research in this area has often looked at why LACYP underachieve.

A range of factors have been attributed to LACYP&

underachievement and these include: lack of stability, unofficial time

out of school, and a lack of extra educational support and

understanding of emotional health needs (see Harker et al. 2004;

Heath et al. 1994, the Social Exclusion Unit 2003). Berridge (2012)

has argued that the care system is generally beneficial and not
inherently damagingt o chi |l drenbés educati on.

that damaging and traumatic pre-care experiences hold the most

WO Tr |

Ot her
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explanatory power as to why LACYP& educational achievement is
low (see St Claire and Osborne 1987; Sinclair and Gibbs 1998;
O'Sullivan and Westerman 2007). As the largest numbers of children
and young people enter the care system aged between 13 to 15 years
old, it has been suggested that it is incorrect to argue that the care
system is the immediate variable to influence educational outcomes
(Stein 2013). Research has therefore made the case that
shortcomings in the education and care systems, and challenging
social and personal circumstances which LACYP experience all come
together to result in the educational underachievement of LACYP (see
Fletcher-Campbell and Hall 1990; Jackson 2001).

I n terms of children and young peopl eds

education and being in care, many have emphasised their
disappointing educational experiences whilst they lived within the care
system (Kahan 1979; Page and Clark 1997). A frequent complaint
from LACYP is that teachers have low expectations concerning what
they can achieve educationally (Jackson 1987; Martin and Jackson
2002). Frost and Stein (1989) argued that local authority practices
must be progressive in regard to empowering LACYP to realise their

aspirations.

In recent years there has been an accelerating movement towards the

i dea of chil dremdsoépaircde @ilpas i wmerc o me
concept in research with children and young people (see Pinkney,

2000; Prout 2003; Wigfall and Cameron 2006; Pithouse and Rees

2015). As Winter (2006), has argued, we need to know what makes a
difference from the accounts and narratives of LACYP themselves. As

yet, there remains to be a study undertaken (in the UK) which solely
focusesupon LACYP6s st andpoints, from across
Key Stages in the National Curriculum, focussing specifically upon

their schooling experiences, school transitions, and what young

people think, can, or should, be improved. It is the day-to-day lived

experiences of LACYP that remain to be explored to advance

knowledge and contribute to the evidence base on LACYP and

an

t
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education. Asking LACYP to communicate their own experiences and
perspectives is something that this research sought to do in the
gualitative phase of the study.

The report

Chapter Two provides detail on the methodology selected for this
research. It provides details of the statistical and literature reviews,
followed by a full explanation of the systematic review methodology
used in the review of effective educational interventions. This chapter
also presents a description and explanation of the methods and
activities applied in the qualitative research undertaken with children

and young people.

Chapter Three provides detail of the findings from Phase 1 of this
research. The chapter details the statistical review of official data
available about education and LACYP in England and Wales and
presents the findings of the literature review. This review explored
gualitative and quantitative research data relating to LACYP and
attainment, achievement and aspiration in England and Wales. The

findings of the systematic review is also set out in this chapter.

Chapter Four provides details of the findings from Phase 2, focusing

on the qualitative research with children and young people. The

chapter begins by exploring aspirations before looking at the

educational experiences of LACYP. Finally, the chapter provides
findingsonyoung peopl ebs opinions about what
education for LACYP and what is unhelpful about current

interventions.

In Chapter Five we provide some conclusions to the report by setting
out the key findings in relation to the project objectives and research
guestions. Finally, in Chapter Six we offer some recommendations
from the study for Welsh Government in terms of policy, practice and

interventions for LACYP in Wales.



2.1

2.2

2.3

Methodology

This project was broadly split into two phases. Phase 1 required desk-
based research methods to review and collate existing data about
looked after children and young people (LACYP) and education.
Phase 2 involved engaging with LACYP directly via interviews or
focus groups. The research design for each phase is detailed in the

following sections.

Phase 1: OiEdesk ldased @s=drch

Research questions

RQ1. What data are available on the educational attainment of
looked after children, how does this differ by local authority, over

time and in comparison to other UK countries?

RQ2. What do we know from existing research about the
experiences and aspirations of looked after children in relation to

education?

RQ3. What is the existing evidence on successful educational

interventions for looked after children?

Methods

To address RQ1, the available descriptive statistics from England and
Wales? relating to the educational attainment of LACYP were collated.
Trends were identified over time, across England and Wales and in
relation to factors such as placement stability, placement length, SEN
and the quality of education. The attainment gap in England and
Wales between LAC and non-LAC was explored and in Wales, data

relating to post-16 education for LAC presented. Major policy difficult

% Direct comparisons with Northern Ireland and Scotland are problematic because of the
variance in methods of data collection and differences in policy. Accordingly, direct
comparisons could not be made and it was agreed with the Welsh Government that
comparisons would be restricted to descriptive statistics for England and Wales.

9



initiatives both in England and in Wales which target the improvement
of the educational attainment of LAC were also reported. The review
of these descriptive statistics can be found in Chapter Three.

2.4 A short and focused review on what is known about LACYP and care

A

| eaversé6 dbdachievementdéd, Oattainmentd
to address RQ2. A mixture of Boolean operators®, AND (&), OR (|)

and wildcard characters (i.e., 06?206 06*06)

keywords (Al ooked -afftteerr ydund g *me o pill ok e

Nnadol escent * 0; fcare | eaver 0; if oster

cardédachieve*o; fAattain*o; MfHaspirationsdc

conducted through the following electronic databases: ASSIA Applied
Social Sciences Index and Abstracts (ProQuest); British Education
Index (Ebscohost); ERIC (ProQuest); PsycINFO (Ovid); SCOPUS
(Elsevier); Social Sciences Citation Index (Web of Science); JSTOR,;
and Sociological Abstracts (ProQuest). In addition, the ZETOC,
Proquest, and EThOs databases and Google (online web-search
engine) were searched for broader additional academic material,
dissertations, theses and conference papers. Relevant books were

identified through the Cardiff University library catalogue Voyager.

2.5 The search was restricted to studies from within England and Wales.
To narrow the search to those relevant to this literature review,
abstracts were read for quality and relevance. Articles were then
categorised into the three search themes (achievement, attainment,
aspirations). A total of 39 sources published between 1965 and 2015,
were deemed appropriate for the review based on a relevance
engagement with the abstracts. Full details of the search terms,
inclusion criteria and databases searched are presented in Annex A.
The key findings from this review are discussed in Chapter Three of

the main report.

2.6 To address RQ3 a full systematic review was conducted in adherence

with the PRISMA statement for the reporting of systematic reviews

% Boolean operators are simple words (AND, OR, NOT or AND NOT) used as conjunctions to
combine or exclude keywords in a search, resulting in more focused and productive results.

10



2.7

(Liberati et al. 2009). Studies were identified from 1989, to coincide

with the inception of the Children Act 1989. Randomised controlled

trials (RCTs), including cluster RCTs, and quasi-experimental study
designs were identified for inclusion. Study participants comprised

LACYP aged 18 years or younger who were in the care of the state or

had previous experience of state care. Both in-home and out-of-home
care was included. Conceptualising

nt e

systemsd6, the review included d-i screte

standardised mechanisms of change in the care context (Hawe et al.
2009). Studies reported on a range of educational outcomes, either as
a primary or secondary outcome measure. These included: academic
skills; academic achievement and grade completion; homework
completion; school attendance, suspension and drop-out; number of
school placements; school relationships; school behaviours. There
was no restriction placed on the number of measurement time points

or the period to follow-up.

A sensitive search strategy was developed in Ovid MEDLINE (see
Annex B) before being adapted to the search functions of each
database. Substantive search terms were generated through
consultation with experts in the field and consideration of the literature
and previous scoping reviews (Forsman and Vinnerljung 2012).
Twelve relevant electronic bibliographic databases were searched in
January 2015. Educational, social care and medical databases were
searched in anticipation that interventions may have non-educational
primary outcomes. Searches were conducted in: ASSIA (Proguest);
British Education Index (Ebsco); CINAHL (Ebsco); Education

Resources Information Center (Ebsco); Embase (OVID); Medline
(OVID); Medline in Process (OVID); Social Care Online; Social
Science Citation Index (Web of Science); Social Services Abstracts
(Proquest); Scopus (Elsevier); PsycINFO (OVID). We contacted a
panel of international experts for recommendations of relevant
published and unpublished evaluations. Reference lists of included

studies were scanned to identify additional publications.

11



2.8

2.9

Two review authors independently screened the full-text of these
studies, assessing each against the inclusion criteria. The Cochrane
data extraction and appraisal form was adapted to generate a
standardised extraction form for the review (Annex C). Data
abstracted included: intervention group demographics; control group
demographics; intervention setting and design; study design; outcome
measurements; methods of analysis; process evaluation data;
intervention effects. Educational summary measures were included if
they were reported as either a primary or secondary outcome,
although most interventions addressed a battery of postulated
impacts with no differentiation or prioritisation of outcomes. Outcomes
were reported in the following domains: academic skills; academic
achievement and grade completion; homework completion; school
attendance, suspension and drop-out; number of school placements;

school relationships; school behaviours.

The Cochrane collaboration tool for assessing the risk of bias in
randomized controlled trials was employed to appraise the studies
(Higgins and Green 2011). Domains assessed included: sequence
generation; allocation concealment; blinding; completeness of data;
and selective outcome reporting. Each domain was determined to be
of a low or high risk of bias and all studies, regardless of their risk of
bias were included in the synthesis, as a secondary aim of the review
was to assess the quality of RCTs and quasi-experimental
evaluations of educational interventions within social care settings.
Full details of the search strategy and the standardised extraction
form for the review are presented in Annex B and C. The related
PRISMA Diagram of Study Retrieval is illustrated in Annex D. The key
findings from this systematic review are discussed in Chapter Three

of this report.

12



Why did we use this approach?

2.10 The collation of statistical data enabled us to present a quantitative
picture of LACYP in Wales in relation to education. Comparing trends
in Welsh with English data and exploring key issues such as
placement stability and post-16 education provided the initial layer of
context for the topic. The literature review added a qualitative
dimension by providing summaries of key empirical studies about
LACYP and educational achievement, attainment and aspiration; and
informed the kinds of questions we asked our participants in Phase 2.

2.11  Systematic reviews are employed increasingly in social care research
to provide a synthesis of research evidence. They follow specific
protocol and are rigorous in their approach to searching for, including
and reviewing research evidence. We originally intended to conduct a
rapid review of the evidence about effective educational interventions
for LACYP, however, on analysing the available data it became clear
that a full systematic review of RCTs and quasi-experimental studies
was required. This is the best way to ensure that the research
evidence we present about effective interventions for LACYP in
education is accurate and comprehensive. The full systematic review
undertaken in this study is the most comprehensive review to date in

this area of inquiry.

2.12 Phase 1 was undertaken largely without input from LACYP because
of the specialist nature of statistical, literature and systematic review
methodologies. However, we did not want this phase to be completely
isolated from LACYP and care leavers because we consider them to
be Aexperts in their own |iveso (Clark
specific experiences, which researchers and professionals should not
assume that they fully understand (Pattman and Kehily 2004; Holland
2009). We also wanted to attempt to counter some of the power
i mbal ances which exist when young peopl
who create the professional aSmgh pol i ti c
etal. 2015, p.11).

13



2.13  Accordingly the interventions identified in the systematic review were
presented as short vignettes (see Annex E) in three focus groups with
a total of 15 participants in the 16+ age group. The focus group
participants had the opportunity to discuss how the interventions
might work in practice and give their views about the positive and
negative aspects of each vignette. Further details about the focus
groups can be found in the following sections. The key findings from
the work with the interventions vignettes are presented in Chapter

Four of the main report.

Phase 2: OExperienceso,iiddeptpi rati onsdé 0
qualitative research with looked after children and young people

and care leavers aged 5 -25

2.14  Research questions

RQ4. How do children in KS2, KS3 and KS4 experience school and

college life?

RQ5. What enables them to take part in education and what are the

barriers?

RQ6. Looking back, what have been the factors that have enabled
them to make the progress that they have, or what has prevented

them achieving in education?

RQ7 What are | ooked after chil dr e
expectations and aspirations for the future in terms of education and

employment?

RQ8 What will they need to help them succeed in achieving their

goals?

RQ9 What are children and young p
LACE teams, carers, social care services and Welsh Government
should do to help raise the educational achievements of looked after

children?

14



RQ10 How transferrable do they think successful interventions from

within and outside Wales may be implemented across Wales?

RQ11 What are their views on how findings from this research may

be used to impact on policy and practice?

Methods: Children and young people aged 5-16

2.15 We undertook individual interviews using creative methods as part of
four separate event days organised with assistance from The
Fostering Network (TFN). Two events with primary school children in
south Wales and two events with secondary school aged children
(one in north Wales and one in south Wales). Each primary school
event attracted 16 children ranging from 6 to 11 years old. We
interviewed a total of 22 children at these events across the age
range. The children had only experienced foster care. Number of
placements ranged from 1 to 9, with an average of 2. The secondary
school event in north Wales attracted 6 young people and all of the
participants were interviewed. The south Wales event attracted 17
young people and we interviewed 11 of them. In terms of care
placements, all had experienced foster care and one had also
experienced kinship care. Number of placements ranged from 1 to 9
with an average of 2. All of the participants had only attended
mainstream school. A detailed breakdown of participant information

can be found in Annex F.

2.16  Cardiff Universityd School of Social Sciences Research Ethics
Committee granted project approval and all foster carers were
provided with forms as part of the process of negotiating informed
consent (see Annex G). Age-appropriate consent forms were also
provided for the children and young people to give their informed
consent (see Annex H). In terms of confidentiality, alloft he L ACYP®& s
names in this report are fictitious. Pseudonyms were selected by the

participants to maintain their anonymity.

15



2.17  TFN publicised the events to foster carers and kinship carers and ran
them as fun, interactive days with arts and sports workshops.
Activities included making clay pots, designing T-shirts and decorating
bags. Researchers asked LACYP to take part in the one-to-one
interviews and research activities at suitable points in the day. For
children that wanted to take part in the research, interviews took place
in a separate space from the main activities but children and young
people were able to return to the TFN activities at any point. All
LACYP were given the option about whether to take part at the
beginning of event and at the start and throughout the interviews.
Feedback about the event days from participants and carers gathered

by TFN was overwhelmingly positive.

2.18  Our interview schedules contained open questions structured around
the themes of educational experience and an exercise employed to
explore LACYPOGs aspirations entitled, 6
2014). We asked children and young people: -6 What do you want
do when you leave school? Where do you want to work? Where will
you | i ve?06 pittwe obtheir dsgiratiang forahe future and
the related barriers and enablers. The interview schedule can be

found in Annex .

2.19 LACYP who wanted to contribute to the research were able to select
either a traditional interview or to take part in visual activities followed
by an interview discussing their visual data. The emotions sticker
activity, employed with primary school aged LAC, allowed participants
to attach green happy, red sad or yellow neutral sticky faces onto a
sheet with words associated with school (e.g. teachers, break time,
lessons). Children were also invited to draw pictures on the word
sheets or add text if they wanted to make additional points.
Interviewers then asked the participants what they had drawn or why
they had stuck a particular face next to a word. Photographs

illustrating this activity can be found in Annex J.

2.20 We also employed an activity that involved using miniature sandboxes

filled with special play sand to create scenes with small figures and

16



objects, including trees, gates, cars and trucks, superheroes, work
roles, fantasy figures, animals, shells and jewels. LACYP who
selected the option of using the sandboxes created scenes related to
their experience of school and/or their future aspirations. After the
sandbox scenes were finished, researchers asked the participants to
talk through the different objects and explain what each part meant.
Photographs illustrating the figures and completed sandbox scenes
from the activity can be found in Annex K.

2.21  All of the interview data was transcribed verbatim and analysed
applying a thematic framework which was grounded in the data. Our
analytical frame was derived from O0grou
which means that it was data-driven, allowing codes, categories and

themes to emerge from the empirical data produced with LACYP.

Why did we use this approach?

2.22  We undertook the research as part of a series of event days because
embedding the research within a suite of other activities allowed
LACYP to participate in an enjoyable day even if they chose not to
participate in the research. Furthermore, we acknowledged that
LACYP areanoverr esear ched group, subject to a
in ways that other children are not (Holland 2009). Accordingly, we
offered some reward for participation, as is fincreasingly common in
research with marginalised children and young peopleo(Groundwater-
Smith et al. 2015, p. 91).

2.23  The premise for using visual methods in the research was related to
our commitment to participatory research; as although visual methods
are not necessarily participatory, they do have the potential for more
collaborative and participant led data production (Mannay 2010,
2013). Participatory research is more than a method or a set of
research tools, rather it is fia commitn
information-sharing, dialogue, reflection and action greatly facilitate

the genuine use of participatory techni
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We wanted to engage the LACYP who took part as active, competent
and knowing subjects.

2.24  The use of visual techniques is particularly beneficial when working
with groups who are subject to the O6pro
LACYP to direct the interviews through discussing their visual data
changed the dynamics from traditional interview settings associated
with social workers and other agencies. The focus on visual data also
allows participants who are less confident or shy to avoid eye-contact
with the researcher, who may be a stranger, and to concentrate on
another task whilst answering questions or talking through what they
have drawn. This creates a relaxed way for children and young

people to engage in research (Bagnoli 2009).

2.25 However, one of the drawbacks of employing a drawing activity is that
participants can feel conscious of lacking artistic skill or of being seen
to be doing something too oO6childliked b
Therefore, we selected the emotion sticker activity, which has been
employed successfully in previous studies, and the children who
chose this method liked the colourful stickers and being able to decide
where to stick the faces down (Gabb and Singh 2014). This method
did not require any particular skill so was open to all participants. The
details of the LAC who selected this activity and accompanying

interview can be found in Annex F.

2.26  The other activity choice involved the sandboxes and figures as
described above. The sandboxing activity is derived from the world
technique that was traditionally applied in psychoanalysis (Lowenfeld
1979). More recently the world technique has been employed in
research studies to enable a participatory approach where
participants create a sandbox scene and lead the interview discussion
around their visual creation (Mannay 2015; Mannay and Edwards
2014). As with the emotion sticker exercise this activity did not require
any artistic skill. However, the sandboxing activity allowed the LACYP
a greater sense of freedom to create their own visual data without the

constraints of the pre-set agenda that was offered in the emotion
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sticker activity. Participants engaged well with the activity and were
able to independently create their sandbox scenes and lead
discussions about what their visual representations meant to them in
the accompanying interviews. In this way, the sandboxing activity
acted to engender a participatory approach and empower LACYP in
the research process (Groundwater-Smith et al. 2015). The details of
the LACYP who selected this activity and accompanying interview can
be found in Annex F.

2.27  Interestingly, although all of our participants had experienced formal
interviews or interactions with social workers and other professionals,
this had varying consequences for the way they wanted to participate
in the research. Some LACYP wanted to forgo a visual method and
selected a straightforward interview; and p a sdectons@ant s 6
research activities are illustrated in Annex F. For others the
opportunity to do something creative or to focus on another task whilst
being interviewed was welcomed. As such, it is important to
acknowledge that it is beneficial to provide a range of options that
enable participants to take part on their terms. This mosaic approach
has been presented as best practice in participatory research with

children and young people (Clark and Moss 2001).

A note about the sample

2.28  All of the participants were recruited via foster carers invited by TFN.
Consequently, the foster carers who brought their children were
already voluntarily involved in an organisation that supports and trains
foster carers. As a result, the foster carers who responded to the TFN
adverti sement were what we might call
suggests that there is some bias within the sample and that an
engagement with LACYP whose foster carers were not involved with
TFN could have generated a more differentiated data set. The time
bounded nature of the study and issues of access and ethical practice

meant that a wider demographic of LACYP could not be consulted,
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however, this point is something to reflect on in relation to the findings
presented in this study and avenues for future research.

Methods: Looked after young people and care leavers aged 16-25

2.29  We organised four sets of focus groups with young people, to explore
guestions under the themes of OG6experien
addition déopinionso. Focus groups wer e
researcher, who had experienced care themselves, and supported by
a CASCADE researcher. All participants were recruited via Voices
from Care Cymru and all participants were asked to sign a form as
part of the process of informed consent (see Annex L). Three of the
sessions took place in south Wales and one took place in north
Wales, we had intended to have a second north Wales session but
had to cancel due to low numbers. We undertook a total of six focus
groups with 26 participants (some participants attended both an initial
and a second focus group in south Wales). The age of participants
ranged from 16-27 years old and 11 of the focus group participants
were female, 15 male. Number of placements ranged from 1 1 24, but
some young people were unable to remember how many times they
had moved placements. Placement histories were as follows: foster
care only (13); foster, residential and kinship care (4); foster and

residential care (7); and residential care only (1).

2.30  Spice Innovations, a time-banking organisation, facilitated warm-up
workshops with the young people before the focus groups began and
provided time credits for all participants which could be spent at a
network of venues in south Wales. As the ability to spend the time
credits at venues in north Wales was minimal, Spice Innovations
organised a standalone activity in the form of bowling and pizza,

which took place after the north Wales focus group.

2.31  Our peer researchers were recruited via Voices from Care Cymru and
they were trained for the project during a two day training course

delivered by CASCADE. The course provided an introduction to
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research methods, ethical practice, and focus group management.
Peer researchers also helped design the interview schedule for the
focus groups and identified particular topics as being important

aspects of education for LACYP (see Annex M).

232 The focus groups explored LACYPOs educa
to the topics defined by the peer researchers. We also asked for
feedback on the strengths and weaknesses of the interventions from
the systematic review by discussing the associated vignettes (see
Annex E). We asked participants whether they had been involved in
any initiatives or programmes like those described by the vignettes.
The findings and discussion of the feedback on interventions can be

found in Chapter Four.

2.33  We also did some activities with Spice Innovations to help structure
focus group discussions around aspirations and about what could or

should be done to help improve education for LACYP (see Annex N):

T The 6bombs and shieldsdéd activity inv
and shields and asking participants to write down what made
them explode like a bomb at school and what protected them

or acted as their shield.

T The oOoball oon exercised6 involved a | a
with a drawing of a balloon on it where peer researchers wrote
down all the things participants said about what the perfect
education would look like and the obstacles that could hinder

this perfect education.

T The o6flip chart activitydéd asked part

what ?6 to help raise educational att

T The 6empl oyment acti vi tratddisheednsi st ed
containing pictures of several types of jobs to generate

discussion of future aspirations.

T The 6steps to successd exercise was

participants thinking more concretely about how they would or
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could realise their ambitions and who they thought should or
could help them move up the steps towards the end goal

2.34  All of the focus group interview data was transcribed verbatim and
analysed applying a thematic framework which was driven by the data
produced with LACYP, as described in the previous section.

Why did we use this approach?

2.35 As with the younger participants, we wanted to ensure that the
research was engaging and that the participants were recognised and
valued for their contributions. The time credits model has been used
to encourage community participation an
their time to their communities in a su
Innovations 2014). Essentially, individuals earn time credits by
volunteering with an organisation who has a time credits package.
Time credits can be spent on events, training or leisure activities at
providers signed up to a time spend network. The use of time credits
as recognition for participating in research has not been widely used.
However, the principles of reciprocity and community participation,
which time credits are based upon, were something we were keen to

explore and the time credits were well received by participants.

2.36  Increasingly, researchers are working with peer researchers in order
to generate the views of LACYP (Stein and Verweijen-Slamnescu
2012; Lushey and Monroe 2014). We worked with peer researchers to
enhance the engagement of this particularly marginalised group of
young people. Peer research has the potential to counter obstacles
s u c h ekof mitivation, low self-esteem and power imbalances
bet ween adult researchers and young peo
2014), which prohibit young people from participating in research. We
also wanted to work with peer researchers because we recognised
that LACYP and care leavers have a very particular set of

experiences or Oinsider knowledged. We
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bought with them to the research project, in helping to determine
some of the focus groups questions and in facilitating the focus

groups.

2.37  We chose to use focus groups with young people because we wanted
to generate sever al perspectives on edu
afterd and to spark discussions that en
understandings and differences in opinion and experience (Kitzinger
and Barbour 1999). The use of time credits in our project meant that
some young people were able to organise trips together to spend the
time credits, building relationships beyond the research project.

2.38 Researchers undertaking participatory research with young people
have found that young people are less keen on research methods that
i nvol ve fAjust sitting and talking to an
111). Our use of creative activities, described above, was premised
on the basis that these activities would be more engaging for young
people. Structuring the focus group using these activities also
provided prompts for participants so that we covered aspects of
education that might not immediately have come to mind. They also
gave the participants the freedom to be imaginative when thinking

about the perfect education or what they might do in the future.

A note about our sample

2.39  All of the participants were recruited through Voices from Care Cymru
and many attend or volunteer with the organisation. Other young
people who took part came via local authority groups for young
people in care or leaving care. One of the obstacles of recruiting
young people to take part in the research was based on time. It takes
time to establish relationships with organisations or staff within local
authorities who support LACYP and care leavers and these
relationships are crucial to the success of getting young people along

to events. A further difficulty is that after young people leave care, it
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2.40

can be hard to make contact if they do not access services, volunteer

with organisations or keep in touch with leaving care teams.

In the initial focus groups, we did not manage to recruit any young
people who were in higher education or were considering higher
education. As it was important to include these experiences we
undertook two telephone interviews with female higher education
students aged 21 who were care experienced. One had lived in two
foster placements and the other had experienced foster and
residential care, and had moved placements three times. We
recruited these participants via an email circulated by the Care
Leavers Activities and Student Support (CLASS) Cymru Network and
by emails to individual key contacts for care leavers at Cardiff
University, University of Wales Trinity St. David and Aberystwyth
University. The participants contacted a member of the research team
to take part. The interview schedule was semi-structured and looked
at the past, present and future of education touching on many of the
themes asked in the interviews and focus groups (see Annex O).
These interviews generated rich data about successfully negotiating

education to reach its tertiary layer.
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3. Findings : Phase 1

Introduction

3.1 This chapter presents the key findings from Phase 1, which attended to
the Welsh Government requirement to collate and report relevant data
and literature and consisted of three objectives. Objective 1 - a
synthesis of descriptive stiandli sti cs r el
attainment; Objective 2 - a literature review of empirical studies on
L A CY Rdusational experiences and aspirations; and Objective 3 - a
systematic review of successful educational interventions for LACYP. A
detailed explanation of the research design and the individual research
techniques was set out in Chapter Two.

Looked After Children in England : educational outcomes

3.2  The synthesis of evidence set out in relation to Objective 1 provides an
overview of what is known about LACYP and care leavers and
educational performance in relation to descriptive statistics exclusively
from England and Wales. As illustrated in Figure 1, in 2010, 26.1 per
cent of LAC in England achieved the benchmark of five GCSEs grades
A*- C, compared to 75.3 per cent of the general population,
representing an increase in attainment from 2006 of 11.8 per cent for
LAC and 59 per cent for the general population (DfE 2011). In 2013
there was another increase in attainment for LAC, with 36.6 per cent
achieving 5 A*-C grade GCSEs. This is compared with 80.3 per cent of
the general population, representing an attainment gap of 43.7
percentage points (DfE 2013). The increase in attainment of 24.8 per
cent for LAC between 2006 and 2013 can be viewed as an
improvement. In addition, the rate of improvement between 2006 and
2013 in the general population was 21.3 per cent which means that the

attainment gap at KS4 in England has started to narrow.*

* Two major educational reforms of KS4 took place in England between 2013 and 2014 which
means that the calculation of KS4 performance measures data has changed. As a result it is
not possible to make a direct comparison between the latest 2014 data and earlier data (DfE
2014)
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3.3

3.4

Figure 3.1: GCSE Attainment (5 A*- C grades) LAC and G eneral
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In examining this difference in attainment levels, there are a range of
complex interactions that act to determine educational outcomes.

These are now explored:

Placement stability

Placement stability is highly significant. Among those with one
placement during the period of care, 38.6 per cent achieved 5 grades
A*-C, decreasing to 29.8 per cent for those with two placements and
reducing to 14.5 per cent for those with three or more placements. LAC
with behavioural difficulties are likely to have more placements and
LAC have a higher rate of school exclusions where there has been
more than one placement in the year, with the rate of exclusion rising
with number of placements (DfE 2011). Additionally, a cross-national

study on the education of young people in care suggests that LAC in
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3.5

3.6

England are more often subject to processes of exclusion within

schools and are at a 10 times higher risk of exclusion from school than
other children whose behavioris seenasé ¢c h al | dackganamgl 6 (
Cameron 2010).

Placement length

Aside from placement moves, the length of time LAC spend in care is
also highly significant. Those in care placements for longer achieve
better educational outcomes than those in shorter placements. 20.5 per
cent of those in placements of less than 18 months achieve 5 GCSE
grades A*-C, compared to 33.4 per cent of those who are in care for six
years or more (DfE 2011). These figures suggest that placement length
is an important factor in determining the probability of LAC achieving
the benchmark of five GCSEs grades A*-C. However, short term
placements continue to dominate the trajectories of LAC. In 2013/14
66.7 per cent of placements were six months or less, 13.3 per cent
were 6-12 months and only 20 per cent lasted over 12 months (DfE
2014a).

Quality of education

The educational attainment of LAC is further influenced by the quality

of the educational institutions they attend. For example, LAC are more

likely to be in lower performing schools, defined as schools achieving

below Key Stage 2 (KS2) and Key Stage 4 (KS4) standards (DfE

2011). Accordingly, attending lower achieving schools can have a

negative i mpact on LAC6s educational at
third of LAC are in special schools or other educational placements

with much lower outcomes. LAC in maintained mainstream schools

significantly outperform LAC in special schools or other placements. In

relation to the benchmark of five GCSE grades A*-C, 45.3 per cent of

LAC children achieve this outcome in mainstream schools, compared
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3.8

to 2.2 per cent of LAC in special schools or other educational
placements. Rates of educational attainment also need to be
considered in relation to special educational needs (SEN). In 2013,
67.8 per cent of LAC were identified as having SEN, compared to 64
per cent in 2006 (DfE 2011, 2013).

Looked After Children in  England: key government guidance for
Local Authorities

Statutory guidance in England was issued in 2014 by the Department
for Education which provides guidance for all LAs in England to
ensure that Directors of Childrenos
attainment gap between LAC and their peers in the general
population (DfE 2014b). The current statutory guidance sets out a
number of key priorities to promote the education of LAC and young
people. For example, every LA is required to have a dedicated staff
member to oversee the educational needs of LAC, known as the
Virtual School Head (VSH). Additionally, all LAC should have a
Personal Education Plan (PEP), including contact the details for the
relevant LA VSH.

The guidance reports that the majority of LAC have SEN and that
LAC placements inevitably mean moving schools more if the care
placement is located some distance from the original home. In
emergency placements this may mean that a new school placement
has to be arranged by the LA within 20 school days. These points
have implications for the discussions of placement stability, quality of
the educational institutions and SEN, raised in the previous section,
which further impact on the educational attainment of LAC and young

people in compulsory and post-compulsory education.
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3.11

Looked After Children in Wales: educational outcomes

In Wales, there has been a policy commitment towards academic
attainment and progression for a wide demographic of children and
young people from a range of social backgrounds. The Review of
Higher Education in Wales presented a discourse of transformation,
centralising social justice, partnerships, and widening access as its

core aims (Welsh Government 2009).

Despite this, there is quantitative evidence for both lower overall
levels of educational attainment in Wales compared to England, and
inequalities in all levels of education in relation to a range of factors,
including socio-economic status and ethnicity (Davies et al. 2011).
Changes in data collection and a lack of national data make
comparative outcomes over time difficult; but data consistently
illustrates worse outcomes for LAC than the general population,

through all of the Key Stages and beyond compulsory education.

LAC attainment in Wales

Outcomes of LAC compared to all children in Wales as of March 2011
reported that at KS1°, 57 per cent of LAC meet the expected level
compared to 83 per cent of non LAC. At KS2 49 per cent of LAC
meet the expected level compared to 88 per cent of non LAC and at
KS3 22 per cent of LAC meet the expected level compared to 68 per
cent of non-LAC. This patterning suggests that the gap between LAC
andnon-LAC wi dens across student so
with England, overall results have improved at all Key Stages for
LACs from 2009 to 2011, with a 4 per cent rise in LAC at KS2

® It is worth noting that Key Stage 1 has now been phased out and replaced with the
Foundation Phase. The Foundation Phase is the statutory curriculum for all 3 to 7-yearolds in
Wales, in both maintained and non-maintained settings. Marking a radical departure from the
more formal, competency-based approach associated with the previous Key Stage 1 National
Curriculum, it was designed to provide a developmental, experiential, play-based approach to
teaching and learning. The policy has been progressively rolled-out' so that by 2011/12 it
included all 3 to 7-year-olds in Wales. An evaluation of the Foundation Phase has reported
greater levels of observed pupil involvement and pupil wellbeing during learning,
improvements in overall school attendance and it is associated with improved attainment for
pupils eligible for free school meals (see Taylor et al 2015).
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achieving the expected level and a 2 per cent rise at KS3. However,
results have also improved for non-LAC, meaning that the attainment
gap has not closed and at some Key Stages it has widened. For
example in 2007, the gap at KS2 was 35 per cent and at KS3 39 per
cent, by 2010, the gap at KS2 had fallen to 34 per cent but at KS3 it
had risen to 42 per cent (Welsh Audit Office 2012).

3.12 Examining GCSE attainment in Wales, in 2011, 23 per cent of LAC
achieved 5 GCSEs grade A*-C or equivalent, compared to 67 per
cent of all children. Importantly, if this data is broken down into 5
GCSEs including Mathematics and English/Welsh the attainment of
LAC falls to 10 per cent compared to 50 per cent of all children.
Performance is highly variable across LAs in Wales, from 21 per cent
attainment of 5-CHCsdrRedlAs up g 68per eentin*
others. However, these figures must be interpreted with caution due
to the very small numbers of LAC in some areas (Welsh Audit Office
2012).

Post T 16 progression

3.13  The attainment levels for LAC beyond compulsory education are also
poor. In Wales, 29 per cent of young people leaving care had no
gualifications at all compared to 1 per cent of the non-LAC population.
The proportion of care leavers not in employment, education or
training (NEET) on their 19th birthday has fallen since 2006, but in
2011 it was still at 48 per cent compared with 11.5 per cent of non-
LAC. Notably, this rate is higher than that in both England and
Northern Ireland (Welsh Audit Office 2012).

3.14  The Higher Education Funding Council for Wales (HEFCW) has
invested considerable funding in projects for widening participation in
Higher Education, and this has brought some gains for non-traditional
students (Taylor et al. 2013). HEFCW states that it has a commitment
6to secure inclusion, progression and

enable learners across all age ranges and backgrounds, who face the
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highest social and economic barriers, to fulfil their potential as

studentsdé (HEFCW 2014, pestlptingtiNteever t hel e

educational attainment of LACYP have demonstrated a pervasive gap
between the attainment of LAC and non LAC and while evidence is
very limited for university entrance and completion with no required
national reporting, the available data suggests that only 2.4 per cent
of LAC school leavers go on to forms of higher education (Welsh
Audit Office 2012).

Students with special education needs

As noted with the data for England, rates of educational attainment
also need to be considered in relation to SEN. In 2011 in Wales, 21
per cent of LAC had statements of SEN compared to 3 per cent of all
children. Furthermore, outcomes for LAC with statements of SEN are
worse than for non-LAC with statements of SEN, with 35 per cent of
SEN LAC gaining 5 GCSEs (grades A*-G) compared to 45 per cent of
the non-LAC with statements of SEN (Welsh Audit Office 2012).

Looked -after children in Wales: policy outcomes

Welsh Government policies have consistently shown a commitment to

raising the educational attainment of LAC. For example, the statutory

gui dance document O6Towards a Stable
(Welsh Government 2007) laid out arrangements for the placement of

LAC and care planning, as well as placing new duties on LAs to

improve LAC6s health and education. As

requirement for LAC to have high quality Personal Education Plans
(PEP) within 20 days of entering care was strengthened using powers
under the Children Act 2004. This placed a positive duty on LAs to
improve educational outcomes for LAC. LAs were also required to
designate a specialist practitioner (the LAC Education Co-ordinator) to
co-ordinate PEPs and look after the educational needs and monitor

progress of LAC and care leavers within the LA. Furthermore, Section
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3.17

3.18

20 of the Children and Young Persons Act 2008 required the
governing body of all maintained schools in Wales to designate a
member of staff as having responsibility for promoting the educational
achievement of LAC in the school.

However, while the Welsh Government and LAs share a strategic
commitment to improving educational attainment for LAC, there are a
lack of clearly defined outcomes against which progress can be
assessed. For example, in 2011 the Welsh Government published its
Programme for Government that includeda c o mmi t men't
arrangements for looked after children so that they have more stable
| i v Ehe document stated that actions would be taken to improve
the percentage of care leavers in education, training, or employment
at age 19 and reduce the attainment gap at KS4 between children in
need, LAC and the general child population. Unfortunately, it detailed
no specific targets against which progress could be measured. The
Welsh Audit Office (2012, p.12) noted that dhere is no clear overall
plan or strategic document setting out how the different
responsibilities within the Welsh Government or between the
Government, regional bodies, local authorities and other agencies are

aligned to support improved outcomes for looked after childrend

In 2006 national targets for educational attainment for LAC were
dropped. The RAISE (raising achievement and individual standards in
education) programme was introduced, which included funding for
LAs to work on improving the educational attainment for LAC. In 2011
the RAISE grant was integrated into the School Effectiveness Grant -
Looked After Children. The 2011 Child Poverty Strategy for Wales
asserted that outcomes had significantly improved since the RAISE
grant was introduced, but no evidence was offered to support this

claim (Welsh Government 2011).The RAISE programme has now

come to an end but currently the

Deprivation Grant targets the needs of LACYP, and those entitled to
Free School Meals, by issuing primary and secondary schools with

additional funds per qualifying pupil to spend on evidence-based
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3.20

3.21

interventions. These interventions are aimed at helping close the
attainment gap between pupils who are eligible for Free School Meals
and those who are not, and also to close the gap in attainment
between LACYP and others (Roberts 2014).

This initiative is currently being evaluated by Ipsos MORI and the
Welsh Institute of Social and Economic Research, Data & Methods
(WISERD). The evaluation will consider how the Pupil Deprivation
Grant is being used and the extent of its impact. The evaluation will
provide the Welsh Government with information on how effective the
Pupil Deprivation Grant is and will contribute to future decisions about
how best to tackle the achievement gap (Welsh Government 2014).

The introduction of initiatives in Wales has sometimes been
inconsistent. Programmes based on one-to-one tuition have been
reported to improve confidence and attainment of LAC. Similarly, the
provision of a structured work experience programme lead to
increased rates of employment and training for care leavers in LAS in
which it was delivered. However, these initiatives have not been
provided in all LAs across Wales. This inconsistency has been
attributed to a lack of shared delivery plans between the Welsh
Government and LAs and to short-term grant funding for projects
(WAO 2012). The reach of policy is also impacted by the rise in the
number of LAC in Wales with the figures for March 2011 recording
5,415 LAC, an increase of 20 per cent over five years. It will be
interesting to see the results of the evaluation of the impact of the
Pupil Deprivation Grant and to what extent it can address the current

disparities in attainment.

Empirical research with looked after children and care leavers on

their educational experiences and aspirations

This review of the literature attends to Objective 2 by providing a

compilation of what is known about looked-after children, young

peopleand care | eaversdé dbdachievement 06,
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in relation to material exclusively from England and Wales. The
sections build on the descriptive statistical overview in the previous
section by drawing on a range of both quantitative and qualitative

empirical studies focusing on LACYP.

Achievement

It has been well documented that LAC do less well in education when
compared to their non-looked-after peers (Jackson 1987; Berridge
2012). Yet, despite a plethora of legislation and policies in recent
years, as discussed in the previous sections concerning Phase 1:
Objective 1, the gap between the achievements of LAC and their non-

looked-after peers, remains problematic (WAO 2012).

-1

Whil e the vast majority of LAC are of
and Sachdev 2001, p. 1), UédGcdtenaland car e
outcomes are characteriwacihcakvleyedeéedcrib
(Welbourne and Leeson 2013). It has been suggested that due to the

complexity involved in conceptualising
should cease to be used and insteadoneshoul d refer to Al ow

achievemento (Berridge 2012, p.5).

Low educational achievement arguably has the most serious

consequences for the future life chances (Jackson 1994, p.267). Itis

not the only yardstick of success in life (Berridge 2012, p.1171) but it

is an increasingly important one to obtain qualifications and skills in a

competitive economy. In their study, Jackson and Martin (1998)

investigated the qualities and circumstances associated with

6successful 6 educational rtm¢@®Bevement . J
| ocated a sample of 6ex cared individua
more than a year in care and either obtained five or more O-levels or

GCSEs at Grades C and above, or were in further or higher

education. The study torahedeadyiarfdi ed t hat , A
fluently is one of the protective factors associated with later

educational successo (Jackson and Marti
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regarding their educational achievements, it was reported that there
were no significant differences between the comparison and
successf ul -egteem. Hpwe\er, iswad acknowledged that
through their own self-motivation the group of high achievers had
made more use of library facilities compared to the comparison group
o f -da mmaididuals who had not achieved to the same attainment

level.

Furthermore, many of the high achievers

determination and persistence to
p.581). The protective factors strongly associated with later

educational success were identified by Jackson and Martin (1998) as:
(i) stability and continuity; (ii) learning to read at an early age; (iii)
having a parent or carer who valued education; (iv) having friends

who did well at school outside of care; (v) developing out-of-school
hobbies; (vi) consistent support and encouragement from a significant

adult; and (vii) attending school on a regular basis.

In an attempt to advance the knowledge base regarding what
constitutes successful educational achievement through protective
factors, Jackson et al. (2005) undertook a study that explored the
experiences of 129 care leavers who continued into higher education.
Jackson et al. (2005, p.6) note one factor that enabled a young
person to continue into higher education was accessing personal
tutoring in the run up to examinations paid for by the local authority.
This finding was in line with previous research (Jackson and Martin
1998), which identified that support and encouragement from a

significant adult reinforced later educational success.

Pithouse and Rees (2015) have noted that resilience can act as a
protective factor, promoting motivation, self-esteem and achievement.
For example, in line with Jackson and Martin (1998) and Jackson et

al. (2005), Cameron (2007) described how it was through care

| eaver sérewnansebdbfthat they have
own educational participation and achievement. According to Jackson
et al. (2005, p.55):
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3.28

3.29

3.30

émany of our participants did
level grades, but this was often due to their own determination
and persistence rather than good schooling opportunities.

However, research undertaken by Honey (2009) identified that LAC
(n=99) had more positive self-perceptions than the non-looked-after
comparison group (n=99). Consequently, these findings emphasise
that there are complex, multi-layered, and interactional factors
associated with promoting positive achievements, while rejecting the

obtain

long-st andi ng misinterpretatildyno regarding

benefit from higher education.

The argument that parents and carers play an important role in

devel oping childrenés educati onal

highlighted elsewhere (SEU 2003; Jackson et al. 2005). Jackson and
Sachdev (2001) notedt hat wh e 8 achievé&nériRstare

recognised by a significant adul't

other young people good role models and can change the perceptions
of teachers and social workerso

positive culture of expectation emphasises the role of significant

achi e

At hi

(Jackso

adults regarding LACYPOGs educational ac

attitudes and motivation may be influenced by exposure to successful

and inspirational i ndividual so

(Berridg

adds to previous findings which reveal ed

highly educated foster carers who gave them intensive educational
hel po (Jackson and Martin 1998,
able to provide informed advice on further and higher education. It
has thus been argued that additional training for foster carers would
enable them to further support and promote educational achievement
(Jackson et al. 2005).

It has been identified that possessing literacy skills at an early age is
one of the most significant factors in supporting educational

achievement (Jackson 1994; Jackson and Martin 1998). Furthermore,
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there is widespread agreement that early childhood experiences are
crucially 1 mpor t atermhdeVvelmpmentdndthedr ends | ong
achievements in later life. Consequently, the early years can be

positioned as the foundation that society depends for its future

prosperity and progress; which creates a strong economic argument

for investment in early years support and intervention programmes

(Welsh Government 2013).

3.31 However, it has also been highlighted that many young people in the
care system do not have continuous support with their literacy, from a
significant adult (Jackson and Martin 1998). Jackson and Sachdev
(2001) identified that looked-after young people had not received any
educational support at school to enable them to achieve further within
their school careers and that many of the young people had felt
discouraged and undermined while at school. For example, teachers
and social workers were reported as having low expectations of the
educational abilities and potential of the young people (Jackson and
Sachdev 2001, p.2). Similarly, in a study of children and young people
(n=80), who had experienced foster and residential care placements
in England, Harker, Dobel-Ober, Lawrence, Berridge and Sinclair
(2003) identified that there had been an absence of any significant
relationships between LAC and adults. It was this lack of significant
adult relationships alone which eventually contributed to the young

peopl ebébs | ow educational achievements.

3.32  Placement instability is a further, significant factor relating to the
ounsuccessful &6 educati onal achievement
many LACYPG6s care pl acedwthmaskedar e, Aofte
i nsensitivity to the rhythms of school
p. 578). In their study, Harker et al. (2003) discovered that 70 per cent
(n=56) of young people had experienced a change in placement and
concluded that this high level of instability was unlikely to assist with
their school achievement. This factor w

(2003) study which identified that when young people experienced a
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placement move, very often the new school they attended was
following a different curriculum from that of the previous school.

3.33  For LACYP residing in residential care placements Jackson and
Sachdev (2001) noted that if learning is valued within the residential
home, then LAC can achieve within education. Foster carers who had
good educational experiences themselves were identified as most
| i kely to i mprove LACO6s educational ach
Sachdev 2001). In contrast the young people residing in residential
care reported a lack of interest in all aspects of their schooling from
residential care workers. A common complaint concerned a lack of
books on the premises and a lack of a designated space to complete
homework; LAC often lacked a quiet space to study and there was
often an absence of resources such as books, stationery and access
to a computer (Jackson and Sachdev 2001). Davey (2006) tracked
fourteen young people who resided in in foster and residential care in
one local authority in south Wales, over three school years from Year
9 to Year 11, from 2002 to 2006. The aim of this research was to
identify, mainly from young people themselves, what impeded or

assisted their achievements at school. Findings suggested that:

whilst foster carers, and in one case a birth parent, were
identified by the young people as aiding their achievements it
was notable that no teacher, social worker or residential staff

were viewed as offering this vital support (Davey 2006, p.265).

33 Moreover, Davey (2006, p.266) identifie
evidence that key professionals tended to take a rather pessimistic
view of the education potential of the young people and did not
vigorously promote their inclusion or a
study (n=377), Fletcher-Campbell and Archer (2003) discovered that
although one-third of their sample was entered for five or more
GCSEs, one-quarter of young people had not been entered for any
GCSEs. Of those that had been entered for their GCSEs, only 10 per
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cent achieved five or more GCSEs at grades A*- C. However, it was

noted that approximately a third of the sample of young people had

had three or more different care placements during their secondary
schooling. O06Sullivan and Westerman (20
achievements of 187 LAC from their GCSEOSs
Stages 3, 2 and 1 and highlighted how some of their sample had

experienced placement moves up to ten times during their time in

care, of which, A60 per cent did not si
( O6 S wnlardd Wesgerman 2007, p.17).

3.35 Berridge (2012) has emphasised how behavioural difficulties and
complex learning problems experienced by LAC have been
inadequately investigated. However, the impact of ADHD, antisocial
behaviour, and depression upon academic achievement has been
highlighted (Cassen et al. 2012). According to WAO (2012) some LAC
are not achieving their potenti al as nt
after children is not accounted for by the relatively high proportion
who have additional learzning needso ( WAO, 2012, p. 19)
Fletcher-Campbell and Archer (2003) identified in their study that one-
third of the young people had a statement of SEN. It was highlighted
that statements were often misunderstood and educational difficulties
exacerbat ed. Together, this increased youn
associated them with negative 061 abellin
assessments (Fletcher-Campbell and Archer 2003). Cassen and
Kingdon (2007) argue that LAC with SEN encompass a considerable
proportion of low achievers. This point is echoed by Jackson and
McParlin (2006) who state that having a SEN is interpreted by social
workers and teachers as meaning low intelligence. Cassen and
Kingdon (2007, p.38) argue that din far

not receiving the support they need in school.

3.36  Evidently, the educational achievement of LACYP and care leavers is
a complex issue. It is precisely the complexity of the achievement
topic that makes it difficult to resolve (Brodie 2010; Berridge 2012;
Stein 2012). Both Brodie (2010) and Berridge (2012) have advocated
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that consideration of the care and educational systems combined

must be explored in order to assess what constrains LACYP and care

| eaversé6 achievements. Accordjng to Jac
p.2) it was found that social services and education departments

Aoften do not work together and communi
their carebo. Moreover, regarding the re
gualifications by the local authority, Allen (2003, p.12) discovered by

that fAmany of the records were incompl e
that beyond measuring 6outcomesd6 there

measuring 6progressod6 in order to unders
Berridge (2012) suggests that transforming achievement is not

straightforward as:

émeasurement of educational out comes
complicated issue and routine, administrative, statistical returns
and performance indicatorsd can be p

inadequately reflect progress made (Berridge 2012 p.1172).

3.37  For Brodie (2010), central to improving educational achievement is
|l i stening to LACYP. Moreover, pivotal t
achievement is ensuring that foster, residential and kinship carers
provide practical support and meet the essential day-to-day emotional
needs of LACYP. Professional support, placement stability, pupil
motivation, and school receptiveness, are all identified as key factors
in sustaining achievement (Jackson and Martin 1998; Harker et al.
2003; Davey and Pithouse 2008). Nevertheless, Brodie (2010) argues
that there is a lack of evidence relating to the specific skills of front-
|l i ne professionals and this needs to be
guality of care and to the much larger body of evidence relating to the
skills and training of carers, teachers
2010, p.34).
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3.39

3.40

Attainment

Similarly to 6achievementd, it has been
permanence within a care placement, improves attainment (Aldgate et

al. 1992; Stein 1994). Attainment has been defined as the baseline

standard of the acquisition of 5 A*- C GCSEs (Welbourne and Leeson

2013). According to the WAO (2012, p. 4)
after children and young people is improving slowly but many are not

achieving their potential, there is too much variation in attainment, and
weaknesses in data hamper i1its evaluatio
argues that fAcommentators have often f a
attainments of children in care to the care experience itself - confusing
correlati on wi tldosuggestssthattthie assedtion thatH e

LAC do significantly worse than their non-looked-after peers is

unconvincing.

Thus, accordingly: Athere have been few
educational progress over time and take into account the child's

starting pointo (p.1172). Berridge (201
educational failure are the risk factors connected with family

breakdown, poverty and entry into the care system. Thus he argues it

is impractic a | Ato I ink | ow attainment with wu
services, which has often been the case
p.1172). For Berridge (2012, p.1175) t
be more fundament al and di 1.¢€008ult to re

have argued that the care system is generally beneficial and not

inherently damaging to children's attainment. However, Jackson and

McParlin have questioned this: dAif ear/|
reason for low attainment, one would expect children who come into

care at an early age to do better than those who enter later, but there

i's no evidence t @6 p2Phis is the caseo

The educational attainment of children in residential care was first
examined in 1965 through research exploring the effects of
06deprivationd and how t hesslanguadeat es t o e

development, and intellectual growth (Pringle 1965). As a remedy to
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i mpr ove 0depr advoaated that carer®involved wite
6deprivedd c hi ésidentalpubliccdre) $hould giveas n  r

much time as possible to:

talking to the children, reading and telling them stories, getting
them to make up and act simple plays about everyday
occurrences, encouraging them to relate small happenings that
take place during the day to express their feelings, ideas and
thoughts (Pringle 1965, p.180).

3.41 In the following year, Ferguson (1966) highlighted that children in
public care scored below average on attainment and 1Q tests. Essen,
Lambert and Head (1976)i dent i fi ed that the nArel ati
of children in care is associated with factors other than, or additional
to, the experience of care itselfo (Ess
suggested that low attainment was more prevalent in children living in
families with considerable social and financial hardship. Welbourne
and Leeson (2013, p.137) point out that compared with residing in
families with complex problems the care
promot e a tThey alsomeerthatexposure to trauma is linked

to lower educational attainment and conclude that the:

evaluation of the progress made by children in care is as

important as assessment of their actual level of attainment; the

trajectory of attainment is a better indicator of the effectiveness

of the care system in promoting chil

than grades (Welbourne and Leeson 2013, p.138).

3.42  According to the SEU (2003) low attainment is exacerbated through
being excluded from mainstream school and missing long periods of
schooling. The SEU (2003, p- 9) suggest
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economic and other factors contribute to low attainment among

children in care, they are not the only
further understand attainment the SEU (2003) provided five reasons

for low attainment: (i) instability; (ii) too much time out of school; (iii) a

lack of sufficient help with education; (iv) carers are not equipped or

expected to support with learning and development; (v) and LAC

requiingmor e hel p wi t Mntalfoephysital healthaeahd, me

well beingd (SEU, 2003, p.20). Adding to
et al. (2012), note that factors such as: parenting, occupation, income,

and housing can also i mpact wupon childr
However, they suggest that some children in low-income households

have this negativei mpact moder ated fiby the effect
factors, such as parents6 education, kn

soci al capitalo (Cassen et al. 2012, p.

3.43 In an effort to develop an understanding of the impact of behavioural
concerns upon attainment, Colton and Heath (1994) undertook a
longitudinal study which specifically explored the educational
behaviour and progress of children in long-term foster care and a
comparison group ofchidr en 6i n needd who were | ivi
families and were receiving social work support. Findings highlighted
that both groups (children in long-term foster care and ‘comparison’
group of children é6in needdé) had | ow at
behaviour problems. According to Colton and Heath (1994, p.326),
this research reinforced the message 0t
not well served by the education systen
identifying whether LAC exhibited any differences in attainment to
their non-looked-after peers, Jackson et al. (2010) explored the
differences of attainment in a school for pupils with emotional and
behavioural difficulties. It was found that there were statistical
differences of significance between LAC and their non-looked-after
peers, in that LAC Awere more able to s
showed a higher ability to read single

p.73). According to Jackson et al. (2010, p.76) these findings may
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have significant implicationsconcer ni ng how LAC fAare perc:¢
the academic standards whi clacksbrhey ar e e
and Sachdev (2001) have argued that by raising expectations,

attainment can thus be increased. They also note that groups that

have been particularly overlooked in research about LACYP and
educational attainment are fApregnant sc
minority ethnic backgrounds and unaccompanied refugees and

asylum-seekerso (p.5).

3.44  Elliott (2002) attempted to determine whether teachers had lower
expectations of LAC and found that teachers expected LAC to be
victims of bullying and not meet homework deadlines more often than
their non-looked-after peers. Thus, Elliott (2002, p.67) concluded that
Afindings suggest that tewredillAC® do have
some (but not all) areas ofscaehe educat:i
study (n=59) found that local authorities held an incomplete and
patchy picture of the young peopleds at
kept (Jacklin et al. 2006). For example, there were no recorded
attainment data available for twenty four of the students (40.6
percent). These findings echo All ends (
previously identified a lack of local authority data. It is suggested that

this lack of data:

highlights the challenges that face professionals in the field in

identifying and tracking the needs of this particular group of

pupil séwe are still a worryingly | on
who our looked-after children are, and even further from

establishing effective methods of keeping track of their schooling

experiences (Jacklin et al. 2006, p.3).

3.45 A study funded by the Department of Health (n=106), explored the
views of young people in seven local authorities in England who were

leaving the care system (Dixon et al. 2006). Dixon and colleagues
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found that in 90 per cent of the young people who had left school, just

over half (54 percentt had done so with Ano qualif]
(p.80). Regarding the professional input from leaving care teams,

findings revealed that in some cases, fi
participation was not always aimedat att ai nment per seo (I
2006, p.87). For example, two fifths (38 per cent) attained at least one

GCSE/GNVQ at any grade, one young person was attending

uni versity and many young people dAwere
level courses that may not necessarily push them up the career

| adder 6 (Dixon et al. 2006, p.87). The
relying on a narrow definition of attainment concerned with academic

ability, other youth and leisure pursuits (beyond schooling) should

also be considered (see also: Jackson and McParlin 2006).

Aspirations

3.46 LACYP have similar aspirations to their non-looked-after peers
(Davey 2006; DCSF 2010). For example, the aspirations mentioned
by young people include having a good job; a good career; financial
security; or a loving family and a nice home (DCSF 2010). Driscoll
(2011) r epor tsaagpiratidnsaranged #o6 Yded@ming a
barber, having nice family and friends, to becoming a firefighter, and
attending college and university. However, it must also be noted that
many of the young people did not express confidence in achieving
their aspirations (DCSF 2010). For Ohig
identified a difficulty whilst residing in public care in having their

educational aspirations recognised:

écareer advice was either absent or |
Women who now hold higher degrees were advised to go in for

nursery nursing or secretarial training. Catering was the career

most often recommended to boys (Jackson and Martin 1998,

p.580).
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3.47  Another study (Honey et al. 2011) compared aspirations between
looked-after young people (n=51), and their non-looked-after peers
(n=99). This study identified that nearly half of the non-looked-after
young people aspired to be in a professional role, while only five
looked-after pupils expressed similar aspirations. For the looked-after
young people, the males predominantly chose skilled manual roles,
while the females chose roles related to health and beauty, or the
teaching or caring professions. InCanné s ( 2 0 1-&ale stdga | |
(n=9) there were marked differences expressed between young
people in foster and residential care. For example, young people in
foster care spoke about long-term plans for education with several
mentioning that they wanted to attend university, while those in
residential care were more preoccupied by achieving their GCSEs.

3.48  Fletcher-Campbell and Archer (2003) have highlighted that in some
cases there is an absence of data regar
particular, Fletcher-Campbell and Archer (2003) discovered that
almosttwo-t hi rds of cases within their study
aspirations were unknown or missing from their case files. It has been
highlighted that some social workers have been ambivalent about the
educational aspirations of LAC and care leavers (Berridge 2012).
Jackson and Sachdev (2001) argue that:

it is still extremely rare for looked after young people to take A-

|l evel sé they also frequently miss ou
offered to others. Their ambitions are often not taken seriously

(Jackson and Sachdev 2001, p.4).

349 It has been argued that: Athe State sho
for the children it looks after in the same way that middle class
families doo (Berridge 2012, p.1175). T

should have the same opportunities as other children to

education, including further education. They should also be
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offered other opportunities for development, such as leisure and
extracurricular activities (Jackson and Sachdev 2001, p.1).

3.50 Brodie (2010) has pointed out that in order to ensure that LAC have
high aspirations, the support from carers and the home learning
environment must be a positive overall experience. Banbury et al.
(2014) identified that past family experiences such as: time spent with
biological parents, family trips to the seaside, relationships with
significant adults such as teachers, foster carers and mentors, were
all key factors that influence the formation of aspirations in LAC.
Jackson et al . ( 20O0dpijatiomsrargwberdisedat 1 f L AC
then they need to have something to aspire to. What this suggests is
that more progress is required to ensure that all LACYP and care
leavers have opportunities, in order to identify, and realise, their future

aspirations.

Systematic review of successful educational interven  tions for

looked after children

3.51  This section attends to Objective 3 by providing the results of the
review of successful educational interventions for looked after
children. The review was conducted in adherence with the PRISMA
statement for the reporting of systematic reviews (Liberati et al. 2009;
Shamseer et al. 2015).

3.52  Searching of electronic bibliographic databases retrieved 2,514
studies. Consultation with experts identified sixteen studies, the
majority of which were unpublished theses or reports. Scanning of
relevant publications and scoping review reference lists elicited an
additional three studies. After the removal of duplicates 1,620 studies
remained comprising 1,601 from databases, sixteen from author
recommendation and three from reference checking. The title and
abstracts of these studies were assessed against the inclusion

criteria. 1,560 were excluded at this stage, leaving the full texts of
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3.54

3.55

sixty studies to be appraised. During this process a further forty-six
papers were excluded. Reasons included: children and young people
in care were not the focus of the study, either as the primary
population or a subgroup (n=11); the intervention did not include
educational outcomes, either as a primary or secondary outcome
(n=29); evaluation did not include a RCT or quasi-experimental
research design (n=5); one study could not be located, although it
was requested from the author. Fourteen studies, reporting eleven
educational interventions were included in the review. Details of the
interventions are reported in the table in Annex P. The process of
study screening and selection is documented in the PRISMA flow

diagram (Annex D).

Study Design

The fourteen studies utilised the randomised controlled study design.
Randomisation was conducted at the level of the individual subject,
although in the evaluation of Head Start clustering was addressed in
analysis to accommodate for the nesting of multiple children within

specific Head Start centres (Lipscomb et al. 2013).

Intervention Setting, Delivery Agent, Timing and Duration

Kids in Transition to School (Pears et al. 2013) is a classroom-based
programme with two delivery phases: two months prior to
kindergarten entry (school readiness phase) and the first two months
of kindergarten (transition/maintenance phase). During this period
children attend 24 school readiness sessions that addressed early

literacy skills, prosocial skills, and self-regulatory activities.

In the Kids in Transition to School programme, sessions comprise 12-
15 children and are delivered for a period of two hours, twice weekly
in the first phase, and once weekly in the second phase. Carers
attend eight parallel meetings intended to develop their capacity to

support their child in practicing their new skills, introduce routines
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around school activities, prepare the child for transition into
kindergarten and use behaviour management techniques. Groups are
delivered for two hours every two weeks. The school readiness
sessions are delivered by a graduate-level teacher and two
assistance teachers, and the carer group is delivered by a facilitator
and assistant, with all completing a standardised 40 hour training
programme. Participants also receive supplemental materials to

support the implementation of new skills.

One intervention was delivered in the care setting where
undergraduate and graduate students were the delivery agent. The
Early Start to Emancipation Preparation (ESTEP) programme
(Courtney et al. 2008; Zinn and Courtney 2014) is intended to improve
the academic skills of young people in foster care. On referral to the
intervention, participants are matched with a tutor based on age,
proximity and availability. Tutors receive one day training at
commencement of the intervention and ongoing development twice a
year. Tutors meet with the youth twice a week within the care setting,
providing up to 50 hours of tutoring in a math, spelling reading and
vocabulary curriculum. A mentoring relationship is also anticipated,
with the youth acquiring the skills and experience to develop healthy

relationships with other adults.

Five interventions were delivered by carers within the care settings.
Three were versions of the Teach Your Children Well (TYCW)
approach (Flynn et al. 2012; Flynn et al. 2012; Harper 2012; Harper
and Schmidt, 2012; Marquis 2013) and two were focused on
Multidimensional Treatment Foster Care (Leve and Chamberlain
2007; Green et al. 2014). The individual-level TYCW focuses on direct
one-to-one instruction by trained foster carers (Flynn et al. 2012;
Flynn et al. 2012; Marquis 2013). The intervention includes three
hours instruction per week, comprising two hours one-to-one
instruction in reading, 30 minutes reading aloud by the foster child to
the carer and 30 minutes self-paced instruction in maths. The small

group-based TYCW builds on the individualised approach and
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involves one or two trained university students delivering the
curriculum to small groups of 3-4 children (Harper 2012; Harper and
Schmidt 2012). Although both studies report on the same evaluation,
the duration on TYCW in Harper and Schmidt (2012) is 25 weeks and
30 weeks in Harper (2012).

3.58 Green et al. (2014) evaluated the Multidimensional Treatment Foster
Care (MTFC) approach. Based on social learning theory, the
intervention delivered training and supervision to specialist foster
parents, on the assumption that families may provide positive
socialisation contexts. The duration of the intervention is around 9
months, with a short period of aftercare. Intervention components
focus on providing a positive reinforcing environment for young
people, with clear structures and specified boundaries for behaviour.
Behaviour is monitored and rewarded through a system of points and
levels, with participants moving from early restrictions through a
series of levels which bring increased privileges and enhanced

incentives.

3.59 The MTFC intervention reported by Leve and Chamberlain (2007)
caters to a different population, focusing on young girls in the juvenile
system. The intervention involves them moving into a specialist foster
placement, and in the study this was for an average duration of 174
days. The intervention involves: monitoring behaviour and intervening
when required; coaching foster parents; weekly therapy sessions for
the young person; and a family therapis

resourcesod, which wusually comprises bir

3.60 Three interventions were non-standardised in their setting, delivery
agent and duration. Head Start is a holistic, wraparound set of
services intended to support disadvantaged pre-school-age children.
As the largest publicly financed early education and care program in
the US, it has been subjected to numerous evaluations, but
Lipscombe et al. (2013) provide the first evidence of effect in children
in state care. The Fostering Individualized Assistance Program (FIAP)

Is delivered by family specialists who serve as family-centred, clinical

50



3.61

3.62

case managers and home-based counsellors working across all
settings in tailoring services for individual children (Clark et al. 1998).
Each specialist has a graduate degree and between 3-12 years of
experience in working with challenging youth and families within
treatment programmes. Specialists carrying approximately 12 active

cases and up to 10 maintenance level cases.

In FIAP, there are four intervention components: strength-based
assessment; life-domain planning; clinical case management; and
follow-along supports and services. Zetlin, Weinberg and Kimm
(2004) report on the effect of introducing education specialists. As a
certified special education teacher, with knowledge of the rules and
regulations of the school system and resources in the local
community, the specialist receives referrals from child welfare
agencies when social workers are unable to resolve educational
difficulties. On receipt of a referral, the specialist advises the welfare
agency, advocates for the young person, and investigates alternative
school options. Specialists also receive legal training from a non-profit
advocacy law firm, who provide technical assistance on cases. During
the first year of the program a total of 160 cases were referred to one

education specialist.

One intervention was delivered to young people who had left
residential care. On the Way Home (Trout et al. 2012) is a twelve
month intervention to support the transition of youth with or at risk of
disabilities as they reintegrate into home following a stay in out-of-
home care. Each family is assigned a trained family consultant who
delivers the majority of the intervention. The programme integrates
three interventions: Check and Connect, which entails the consultant
working with a school mentor to monitor school engagement and
communicate with the youth and parents to ensure engagement in
educational goals; Common Sense Parenting which is a series of six
one-to-one sessions to educate parents in the skills required to

support academic and behavioural success; and homework support.
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Over the duration of the intervention family consultants spend
approximately 138 hours with each family.

Sample Characteristics

3.63  Care Placement: Nine interventions were primarily aimed at children
and young people in foster care, although the sample in some
evaluations comprised a small number in kinship care, group homes,
or other residential care settings (e.g. Courtney et al. 2008; Zinn and
Courtney2014) . Li pscombe et al ds (2013) e\
mainly comprised kinship care, with 83 per cent living with a family
relative. Meanwhile, On Your Way Home focused on young people
with or at risk of disabilities leaving residential care and transitioning

back into the home setting (Trout et al. 2013).

3.64 Itis notable that the inclusion criteria for some evaluations specified
that the caregiver had to be demonstrate willingness to participate, so
they may represent atypical care settings to some degree (Flynn et al.
2011; Flynn et al. 2012; Marquis 2013; Pears et al. 2013). For
example, in order to participate in the individual-level TYCW foster
parents had to be nominated by Children
sufficiently motivated; literate; willing to undertake training and have
training subsequently monitored; committed to delivering the
intervention; internet users; willing to communicate with project staff
(Flynn et al. 2011; Flynn et al. 2012; Marquis 2013).

3.65 Age: The sample for two intervention evaluations, Head Start
(Lipscombe et al. 2013) and Kids in Transition to School (Pears et al.
2013) were pre-school children aged 6 and younger. Five evaluations
included children aged 6 to13 (Flynn et al. 2011; Flynn et al. 2012;
Harper 2012; Harper and Schmidt 2012; Marquis 2013). Four
evaluations included young people aged 13-18 (Leve and
Chamberlain 2007; Courtney et al. 2008; Zinn and Courtney 2012;

Trout et al. 2013) Three studies had a broader age range in their
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sample, ranging from 5-17 (Clark et al. 1998; Zetlin et al. 2004; Green
et al. 2014).

3.66  Gender: Thirteen studies included both males and females, with the
percentage of males ranging from 46 per cent (Courtney et al. 2008;
Zinn and Courtney 2014) to 65 per cent (Green et al. 2014). Two of
these studies did not indicate the ratio of males to females (Zetlin et
al. 2004; Lipscombe etal.2 01 3) . Leve and Chamberl ain
study of MTFC was only aimed at girls leaving the criminal justice

system.

3.67 Race and Ethnicity: The majority of studies defined the predominant
ethnicity of their sample as white, Anglo-American or Caucasian. The
evaluation of group-based TYCW (Harper 2012; Zinn & Harper, 2012)
included a sample that was 78.2 per cent Aboriginal, as this
population is largely over-represented within the care system in
Canada. The ESTEP programme was predominately defined as black
(60 per cent) (Courtney et al. 2008; Zinn and Courtney 2014).The
Head Start evaluation included almost equal proportions of Anglo-

Americans (43 per cent) and African Americans (39 per cent).

3.68  Special Educational Status or Additional Needs: A small number of
evaluations were aimed at the general population of children in care,
and excluded those who were already strong students, or were
academically weak or behaviourally challenging (Flynn et al. 2011;
Flynn et al. 2012; Marquis 2013). Others included those who were
behind on educational outcomes and displayed a range of
internalising and externalising problems, but were not necessarily
defined as having an intellectual disability (Clark et al. 1998; Zetlin et
al. 2004; Courtney et al., 2008; Lipscombe et al., 2013; Zinn and
Courtney 2014; Green et al. 2014).

3.69 For example Zetlin et al (2004) include a sample where 68 per cent of
the intervention group and 41 per cent of the control group required
special education. Equally Lipscombe etal.6 s ( 2 0 1I&fpr Hsad mp

Start had a prevalence rate of special needs that was twice the rate of
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the general population. Troutetal6s (2013) evaluation of
Home was specifically targeted at young people with disabilities who

were leaving residential care. Meanwhile Leve and Chamberlain

(2007) did not focus on educational status, but included young girls on

the basis they were not currently pregnant and had at least one

criminal referral in the past 12 months.

370 Comparison Treat ment :vedbytee cantookgroapl carebo
during the intervention period was largely undefined in the studies.
These individuals tended to receive comparable state care (e.g. foster
care) and the broad mix of educational, counselling or
psychotherapeutic services that are generally made available to this
popul ati on. I n Leve and ChaMbDb@thel ai nd s
control group receive Group Care, which involves a range of
community-based group care programs including residence in some
instances. The individual-level TYCW (Flynn et al. 2011; Flynn et al.
2012; Marquis 2013) employed a walit list approach, where the control
group received the intervention a year after study completion. During
the trial period usual care comprised a Registered Education Savings
Plan, which was a total of $1000 with matched funding of 40 per cent
from the government. As outlined in the risk of bias section
contamination in the control group was apparent in some studies, with
individuals in the control group either receiving the intervention or a
comparable programme (Courtney et al. 2008; Zinn and Courtney
2014).

Study Power

3.71  To detect the intended effect of an intervention it is necessary to
conduct a power calculation in order to determine the appropriate
sample size for the study. Both the evaluation of the individual-level
TYCW (Flynn et al. 2011; Flynn et al. 2012; Marquis 2013) and the
group-based TYCW (Harper 2012; Harper and Schmidt 2012) were

powered to detect a medium effect size for reading and writing skills.
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However, Green et al. (2014) calculated a target sample of 130
participants in order to yield an 80 per cent chance of the RCT finding
a significant difference, but only a sample of 34 was achieved. Eight
of the studies did not report a power calculation, so the results must
be interpreted with caution as it is unclear if the sample size was
sufficient (Clark et al. 1998; Zetlin, Weinberg and Kimm 2004; Leve
and Chamberlain 2007; Courtney et al. 2008; Lipscombe et al. 2013;
Pears et al. 2013; Trout et al. 2013; Zinn and Courtney, 2014).

Risk of Bias

Risk of bias was assessed using the Cochrane collaboration tool
(Higgins and Green 2011). The level of risk in each domain across the
fourteen studies is presented in the table Risk of Bias Assessment
(see Annex Q). The primary limitation with studies was a lack of
adherence to systematic review reporting procedures, such as those
issued by CONSORT. As a result there was a lack of clarity around

how risks of bias were addressed.

Random Sequence Generation: Seven studies did not report use of
random sequence generation in the randomization process. Seven
studies stipulated using randomizer programmes (Clark et al. 1998;
Harper and Schmidt 2012; Harper 2014; Green et al. 2014) or a table
of random numbers (Flynn et al. 2011; Flynn et al. 2012; Marquis,
2013).

Allocation Concealment: Thirteen of the studies did not report on
allocation concealment and it was unclear if effort was undertaken to
prevent evaluators from knowing which group participants were
assigned to. Green et al. (2014) randomised according to a
predefined randomisation schema, with the process being

independently carried out by a different statistical group.

Blinding of Participants or Personnel: Due to the interventions being
undertaken, blinding was unfeasible and it is inevitable that

participants and personnel were aware of their receipt of a
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programme. As a result, although studies were unclear how much
knowledge individuals had of their status in the trial, we can assume a
level of risk.

Blinding of Outcome Assessment: Twelve studies were unclear as to
whether evaluators where blinded when assessing outcomes. Two
studies had a lower level of risk. Green et al (2014) state that alll
outcome measures were coded and masked to group allocation, with
the data being pooled and triangulated across reports, records and
telephone interviews in order to minimise reporting bias. Pears et al.
(2013) report that all data collection staff was blind to the group
assignment of both children and caregivers.

Selective Outcome Reporting: None of the studies stipulated that a
protocol was published in advance of the review, and no such
protocols could be located. It is therefore unclear if all outcomes are

reported on.

Incomplete Outcome Data: Five studies were judged to have low risk
of bias with more than 80 per cent retention at follow up, and where
data was missing on one or more outcome variables analysis had
often been employed to provide unbiased estimates (Leve and
Chamberlain 2007; Harper 2012; Harper and Schmidt 2012; Trout et
al. 2013; Pears et al. 2013). Seven studies were judged to have a
high risk of bias either due to a retention rate of less than 80 per cent
at follow-up, an imbalance of incomplete data across intervention and
control groups, or failure to generate unbiased estimated of missing
data in analysis (Zetlin et al. 2004; Courtney et al. 2008; Flynn et al.
2011; Flynn et al. 2012; Marquis 2013; Green et al. 2014; Zinn et al.
2014).

Although retention and reporting of outcomes were high in the
evaluation of the ESTEP programme (Courtney et al. 2008; Zinn et al.
2014) 38.2 per cent of the intervention group did not receive the
intervention and were excluded from analysis. The differences

between those in the receipt of the intervention and those who were
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not is not fully addressed in the analysis. Equally, in Greene t al
(2014) evaluation of Multidimensional Treatment Foster Care there
was minimal loss to follow-up, but only 60 per cent of those assigned
the intervention actually went on to receive it. Two studies were
unclear about the completeness of outcome data (Clark et al. 1998;
Lipscombe et al. 2013).

Confounding: Although RCTs should prevent the issue of
confounding, as the intervention constitutes the only significant
difference between the intervention and the control group, reported
baseline differences in some studies, combined with risk of bias in the
conduct of randomization, ensure that it remained a potential problem.
Only four studies controlled for a range of covariates in their analysis
(Leve and Chamberlain 2007; Lipscombe et al. 2013; Pears et al.
2013; Trout et al. 2013). Six studies controlled for baseline scores of
the outcome measurement (Flynn et al. 2011; Flynn et al. 2012;
Harper 2012; Harper and Schmidt 2012; Marquis 2013; Green et al.
2014). Five studies did not report controlling for any covariates (Clark
et al. 1998; Zetlin et al. 2004; Courtney et al. 2008; Zinn and Courtney
2014). Therefore in a number of the studies there may be an
underlying extraneous variable that explains the association between

the intervention and outcomes.

Contamination: Although contamination was not explored across all
studies, the transience of the sample and limited awareness of the
trial status of young people by delivery agents ensured that it was a
risk. For example, in the evaluation of the ESTEP programme
(Courtney et al. 2008; Zinn and Courtney 2014) 12.3 per cent of the
control group received the intervention. Also of relevance is that 18.9
per cent of this group received school-based tutoring from a non-
ESTEP provider during the trial. This contamination undermined the

intended intention to treat analysis.
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Outcomes of Intervention Evaluations

The educational outcomes of the evaluations are presented in the
table, Outcomes of Intervention Evaluation (see Annex R). Outcomes
mapped onto the following key areas: academic skills; academic
achievement and grade completion; homework completion; school
attendance, suspension and drop-out; number of school placements;

school relationships; school behaviours.

Academic Skills

Academic skills, which predominantly constitutes reading and
mathematical computation, were assessed is eleven studies. Two
validated measures were routinely employed, with five utilising the
Wide Range Achievement Test (WRAT-4) and four implementing the
Woodcock Johnson Tests of Achievement lll. Pears et al. (2013) used
the Dynamics Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DINELS), while

Zetlin et al (2004) did not report the measure construct.

Seven studies reporting on five interventions found some evidence of
effectiveness. Kids in Transition to School measured early literacy
skills in children aged 6 and under, finding a small effect (E.S=0.26)
(Pears et al. 2013). Head Start also found a small effect at six month
post-baseline (E.S=0.16, p=0.02) which was reported as significant
(Lipscombe et al. 2013). At 18 month post-baseline there was no
significant direct intervention effect, but there was a modest indirect
effect, with gains in pre-academic skills and the establishment of
positive teacher-child relationships during Head Start predicting

higher pre-academic skills in the following year.

The individual-level TYCW also reported positive effects on sentence
comprehension (E.S. =0.38, p<0.05), reading composite (E.S. =0.29,
p<0.01) and math computation (E.S. =0.46, p<0.01) (Flynn et al.
2011; Flynn et al. 2012; Marquis 2013). There was no significant
impact on word reading or spelling. To note, Flynn et al. (2011; 2012)

report Hedges g, which have been included in this review rather than
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the Cohendéds d presented in Marquis (201
appropriate with small sample sizes. However, they do provide a

more conservative estimate of effect. Marquis (2013) conducted

further analysis and considered if the child was taught individually or

in a sibling pair. It was reported that single children had significant

improvements in word reading, sentence comprehension, reading

composite and maths, whilst sibling pairs only indicated significance

for math computation. Equally, the evaluation found that ADHD,

mental health and internalized and externalized behaviours, as

defined by the d&hild Behavior Checklist§ moderated the relationship

between the intervention and academic skills.

3.86 The 25 week group-level TYCW also assessed academic skills,
although the WRAT-4 has not been validated for use with the
aboriginal population, who comprised most of the study sample
(Harper and Schmidt 2012). The study found a significant effect on
reading (E.S. =0.42, p=0.002) and spelling (E.S. =0.38, p=0.004), but
not sentence comprehension or math computation, although the latter
fell within the substantively I mportant
evaluation of the 30 week, group-level TYCW found an effect on
reading (E.S. =0.40), spelling (E.S. =0.25, p=0.004), but not on
sentence comprehension or maths. The study found a moderating
role for school stability on reading scores, with only a significant effect
for the intervention when school instability was high (p<0.001) or
medium (p<0.001). There was also evidence of ADHD as a
moderator, though none for residential instability. The variation in
effect across subsets of academic skills between the individual-level
TYCW (Flynn et al., 2011; Flynn et al. 2012; Marquis 2013) and the
group-level TYCW (Harper 2012; Harper and Schmidt 2012) is
explained by differences in the individual and group format and the

different ways components were implemented.

3.87  Four studies reporting on three interventions found no evidence of
effect. Greenetal.d s ( 2 0 1 4ion ofgreup-baseal MTFC

indicated no impact on scholastic or language skills. In the trial of

59



3.88

3.89

education specialists Zetlin et al. (2004) reported differences between
the intervention group and control group at baseline but no significant
differences at follow-up for maths test achievement scores (p=0.082)
or English test achievement scores (p=0.448). The ESTEP
programme found no impacts on letter word identification, calculation
or passage comprehension (Courtney et al. 2008; Zinn et al. 2014).
The authors hypothesise that a large number of young people enter
care due to mental health and behavioural problems, with this being
evidenced by the fact that 6.5 per cent of the study sample tested
positive for post-traumatic stress, 35.1 per cent reported having been
in special educational programmes prior to the study, and 26.7 per
cent reporting a learning disability. They suggest that the graduate
students who delivered the intervention did not have the specialist
training necessary to serve these youth, and a more appropriate
model may be to have specialist teachers.

Academic Achievement and Grade Completion

Three studies reporting on two interventions measured Grade Point
Average (GPA), General Education Development (GED) or grade
completion (Zetlin et al. 2004; Courtney et al. 2008; Zinn and
Courtney 2014). The evaluation of education specialists indicated no
impact on GPA at 24 months post-baseline (Zetlin et al. 2004).
Meanwhile the one-to-one tutored ESTEP programme found no effect
on GPA or GED as follow-up, which was approximately at 26.8
months (Courtney et al. 2008; Zinn and Courtney 2014). The study

also found no effect on grade level completion.

Special Education Status

The evaluation of education specialists measured special education
status amongst the foster care sample (Zetlin et al. 2004). At baseline
68 per cent of the intervention group and 41 per cent of the control

group were of special educational status, which was either delivered
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in public schools, non-public schools or residential schools. At
baseline 18 young people in the intervention group were in special
education, and this was reduced to nine at 24 month follow up. In the
control group the number decreased from 10 to 7. The significance of

these reductions was not presented by the study.

Homework Completion

3.90 One study reported on homework completion. In their evaluation of
MTFC for young girls leaving the youth justice system, Leve and
Chamberlain (2007) assessed homework completion on three days in
a one week period at 3-6 months and 12 months post-baseline. At
both time points the intervention group spent more days on homework
than the control group. Indeed, the young girls in the intervention
spent approximately 150 per cent more time on homework at 12
months post-baseline, whilst the control group experienced a decline

in the time allocated to this task.

School Attendance, Suspension, and Drop out

3.91  Four studies reporting on four interventions assessed school
attendance, with two finding some evidence of effect. Gr een et al . 6s
(2014) evaluation of the MDFC intervention on educational
attendance (OR=2.5, 95 per centCI=0.48-13.1). However, Leve and
Chamber |l ai nds ( 2MIFT joryeungagirislleating then o f
juvenile system had an effect at the p<.01 level. In the evaluation of
educational specialists Zetlin et al. (2004) found there was no
significant difference between intervention and control group at
baseline but one at 24 month follow-up in favour of the control group.
InClarketaldo s (1998) f¢he AAPUhare was mo significant
difference in extreme school absences (>40 per cent of school days
missed) between the intervention and control group at follow-up, but

when the sample was restricted to the older subset (11.5-16) the
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control group was more than two times likely to be engaged in school

absenteeism.

One study addressed suspension rates. Clark et al. (1998) indicated
that at the 42 month follow-up those in the control group were 2.5
times more likely to engaged in an extreme proportion of days on
suspension (>1 per cent of schools days). When the population is
separated into a younger and older subset, there is no significant
effect for the younger group but a significant impact is retained for the
older category, with the control group being more than four times as

likely to be suspended.

Two studies considered school stability anddrop-out . Tr out et
(2013) evaluation of On the Way Home reported that young people in

the control group were more than three times more likely to leave

school compared to those in the intervention group at 12 month post-
baseline, which was significant (95 per centCI=0.12-0.75). However, it

is noted that both groups tended to fare better than youth in

comparable studies of populations of disabled young people,

suggesting that these individuals were better prepared for the

transition from out-of home care. Clark et al. (1998) also measured

school drop-out and found no significant effects, even when the group

was separated into a younger and older subset.

Number of School Placements

Two evaluations reporting on two interventions measured the number
of school placements. Zetlin et al. (2004) assessed the number of
schools attended by young people prior to the introduction of an
educational specialist, and at twenty-four month post-baseline the
number of schools attended dropped from an average of 1.30 to 1.18
in the intervention group, and from 1.28 to 1.12 in the control group.
There was no significant difference between the group at baseline but

significance at the p<0.05 level at follow-up, with suggestion of a more
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favourable outcome in the control

evaluation of the family specialist coordinated programme did not find
any impact on the extreme number of school-to-school movements,

which is defined as more than 3 placements per year.

Teacher-Student Relationships

Only the Head Start intervention evaluation measured teacher-student
relationships as an outcome (Lipscombe et al. 2013). At six months
post-baseline there was a significant effect for the intervention (E.S.
=0.30, P<0.01), with an indirect intervention effect being present at 12
month follow-up. The study highlights the unique contribution of Head
Start on relationships in children in non-parental care, as this effect
was not detected in the general population sample.

School Behaviour

The one-to-one tutored ESTEP programme assessed impacts on
school behaviour, which was a composite measure comprising:
getting along with teachers; paying attention in school; getting your
homework done; getting along with other students; arriving on time for
class; (Courtney et al. 2008; Zinn and Courtney 2014). At
approximately two year post-baseline the intervention demonstrated
no effect on school behaviour. Although other studies considered
externalised behavioural repertoires, these were deemed to be
outside of the purview of the review as they are a broader outcome

measurement than school behaviour.

Subgroup Analysis and Assessment of Inequalities

Twelve studies reporting on nine of the interventions did not conduct
subgroup analysis by age, gender, ethnicity or other social markers.
Clarketalbs (1998) e vRAPcrdted ayoungef (7-11tbe
and older (11.5-16) subset. Although drop-out and school-to-school
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movement was not impacted by the intervention, extreme school
absences and extreme days on suspension demonstrated significant
improvements. This effectiveness was not evident in the younger
subset but was retained in the older subset, suggesting the potential
for these problems to become more evident as young people mature
and progress through the education system. The study explored
gender and ethnic differences, but found no difference and as a result

this data is not reported.

Analysis by gender was conducted in the evaluation of the individual-
level TYCW (Marquis, 2013). There was some variation in effect sizes
for boys and girls across the domains of the Wide Range
Achievement Test (WRAT-4). Notable differences included boys not
experiencing an effect for word reading, whilst girls experienced a
positive impact from the intervention (d=0.39). There was a
substantially greater improvement in sentence comprehension for
boys (d=0.44) than girls (d=0.12). Meanwhile the effect of the
intervention on mathematical computation was almost twice as high
for girls (d=0.41) than boys (d=0.21)

Process Evaluation

Process evaluation data was extracted according to: reach and
receipt; contamination; adherence; and acceptability. Contextual
influences on intervention delivery were also considered in terms of
providing facilitators and barriers, but also potentially constraining the

generalizability of outcomes.

A small number of studies addressed barriers to intervention receipt.
In the ESTEP programme there was a problem with only 61 per cent
of the intervention group receiving treatment (Courtney et al. 2008;
Zinn and Courtney 2014). This was explained by the average length
of 15.3 weeks between assignment to the intervention and actual
commencement, with 13 per cent waiting between 24 weeks and 2

years to start the training. Due to the transience of placements, many
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youth were no longer situated in the foster home listed for tutoring at
the time of commencement. The individual-level TYCW intervention
also experienced problems of uptake and retention (Flynn et al.
2012). A number of endogenous reasons for drop-out were reported
including: it took too much time for busy caregivers; it was a source of
conflict between carer and children; it was not needed because the
child was already doing well in school. Exogenous reasons extended
to include: carer il 1|l nepgla€ementshoanges i n vy
practical barriers to completing evaluation assessments. Due to a
combination of these factors, 29 per cent of the intervention group did
not receive any tutoring. Studies also reported concerns around
contamination. Courtney et al. (2008) identified it as a problem in the
ESTEP programme, and explained this by young people being placed
in homes where a tutor was already working with another youth and

unaware of the youthdés status as a cont

3.101 Nine studies reporting on five interventions documented adherence
and dosage, with measurements suggesting variation in
implementation practices across studies. Pearsetald s (201 3)
evaluation of Kids in Transition to School reported high levels of
fidelity, with 100 per cent of intervention materials being covered. In
the ESTEP programme, Courtney et al. (2008) assessed variations in
dose, finding that 28 per cent of young people received more than 20
hours, 33 per cent received between 21 hours and 50 hours, and 28
per cent received more than 40 hours. As a result, numerous young
people received | ess than the progr amme
Equally, Green et al. (2014) monitored dose of MTFC, and found that
by the end of the intervention only 45 per cent of participants
remained in the specialist foster placement, meaning that the full
course of the programme was not delivered to many. In the individual-
level TYCW (Flynn et al. 2011; Flynn et al. 2012; Marquis 2013), 21
cases reported high fidelity, two medium fidelity and seven low fidelity.
Although there was a battery of assessments of delivery, including

post-test questionnaires and weekly performance data, there were
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challenges in reliably assessing fidelity for the maths curriculum, as
the self-paced, computer based format was looser and more informal
than the reading curriculum. The group-based TYCW also reported
issues with fidelity to the maths curriculum, where tutors struggled in
delivery (Harper 2012; Harper and Schmidt 2012). Although Clark et
al. (1989) do not quantify adherence they offer further insight into how
implementation problems may emerge, commenting that adherence
may be impacted by variations in delivery agents, the quality and
consistency of supervisors for these individuals, and the broader

context of social care with high caseloads and transient young people.

However, despite inclusion of process evaluation data in these
studies, they were rarely linked to outcome data with limited mediator
or moderator analysis, or subgroup analysis according to adherence
level. Marquis (2013) evaluation of the individual-level TYCW was the
only study to construct implementation as a moderator for intervention
outcomes. Higher levels of fidelity in delivering the reading curriculum
offered an advantage in maths scores. The same trend was also
apparent for the maths curriculum, with those receiving a higher level
of exposure making significantly higher gains on the math
computation. Such results provide evidence of implementation as a

moderator.

Five studies reporting on two interventions explored acceptability for
both delivery agents and participating young people. In the TYCW
(Flynn et al. 2011; Flynn et al. 2012; Marquis 2013), 79 per cent of
foster parents stated they would recommend it, with a further 14 per
cent claiming they would recommend it with hesitation. The
acceptability of the young people was not reported, although there
was discussion of challenging behaviour and resistance to tutoring.
With regards to the ESTEP programme, there was conflict with the
large number of additional educational interventions available, with
some young people preferring school-based approaches to those
delivered at home, potentially due to them being less stigmatising
(Courtney et al. 2008).

66



3.104

3.105

Economic Evaluation

No studies incorporated a full economic evaluation of the intervention.
As Clark et al. (1998) highlight, where interventions constitute
changes to existing practices amongst those already operating within
the system, as opposed to the insertion of a discrete intervention
package, estimation of costs can be challenging. Where discussions
pertained to costs they focused on the limited available resources
within the social care system, which inhibited intervention
sustainability (Zinn and Courtney 2014).

RCTs in Progress: Fostering Healthy Futures and the Letterbox Club

Expert recommendations revealed two RCTs that are currently being
undertaken and are due to report imminently. Although they could not
be included in the existing review, we highlight them for inclusion in
future summaries of research in this area. Evaluation of the Fostering
Healthy Futures programme was conducted in the USA between 2002
and 2009 (Taussig et al. 2007; Taussig and Culhane 2010; Taussig et
al. 2012). The intervention involves a manualized skills group which
aims to reduce stigma and provide opportunities to learn social and
emotional competencies within a supportive environment. Groups are
delivered for 30 weeks, lasting approximately 1.5hrs each week, and
comprise two trained facilitators and 8-10 children. The intervention is
informed by the evidence-based PATHS curriculum and the Second
Step approach. Mentoring is also provided by graduate students in
social work, who act as a role model and advocate for the young
person, meeting with them for 2-4 hours per week. Evaluation was
conducted with 156 children aged 9-11 who were in foster care due to
a court order for maltreatment. 79 were randomly assigned the
intervention and 77 the control group. The primary outcome was
mental health, and at fifteen months post-baseline the intervention
groups scored significantly lower on multi-informant measures of poor
mental health (RR=-0.51, 95 per centCl=-0.84,-0.19). Secondary
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educational outcomes were measured as part of the trial and analysis
Is currently being undertaken.

The Letterbox Club was originally delivered in England and has been
subsequently implemented in Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland
(Winter et al. 2011; Griffiths et al. 2008; Griffiths et al. 2010a; Griffiths
et al. 2010b). The intervention is aimed at children in care aged 7-11
and is delivered for six months. It entails regular delivery of
personalised parcels to intervention recipients, containing books,
stationary and mathematics games. The intervention does not
necessitate participation by carers in reading and playing games, but
it is hoped they will be involved. Evaluation undertaken by Griffiths et
al. (2010a; 2010b) indicated that children in the intervention made
significant gains in reading scores and a 39 per cent improvement on
their national curriculum level in maths. Prior to conduct of the current
RCT in Northern Ireland, secondary analysis of routine pre-test and
post-test monitoring data was undertaken with a sample of 268
children (Winter et al., 2011). The study reported significant
improvements in standardised reading accuracy (p<.0005), reading
comprehension (p<0.0005), and completion of number problems and

fluency with mental arithmetic (p<0.0005).

Intervention Vignettes

Vignettes of eight of these interventions were produced to discuss in
focus groups with care leavers (see Annex E), their evaluations and

feedback on the interventions can be found in Chapter Four.
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4. Findings : Phase 2

Introduction

4.1 This chapter presents the key findings from Phase 2, which relate to
the Welsh Government requirement to conduct an in-depth qualitative
research study with LACYP, to provide insight into their experience of
education and their opinions on what could be done to improve it. The
data for Phase 2 was generated in interviews, focus groups and a
suite of activities. It is presented in relation to the themes of
aspirations, educational experience and educational interventions for
LACYP. A detailed explanation of the research design and the

individual research techniques was set out in Chapter Two.

Aspirations and jobs: When | grow up |

4.2 The LACYP that participated in our research discussed a wide range
of aspirations related to future employment. Chosen vocations
included hairdressing, teaching, farming, acting, policing and being a
vet, a chef or owning a hotel. Most frequently children connected their
choice of future career to something they were familiar with or had

some experience of. For example, as her first choice Elsa® (age 7)

wanted to grow up to be EI sahavaom t he LC

dressé and shoesbamdagpoavmeral ternative s

b e shopkeeperdo | u sthe omeiiniftlee ardald0 wher e she | i ved.

Future aspirations were often influenced by family and friends:

f 1] might be a bui.lMihltevencbe anr

a car pen

engineer é. My Bamp doés (Neyhads age

9)

®Al'l the LACYPO6s names in this report are
participants to maintain their anonymity.
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fMy grandfather was in the army, my dad was in the army, my
uncle has been in the army, my best mate is going in the army
and my other mate is goinginthearmyo (Jef frey, age 16)

For Alesha and Bob, future aspirations were connected to personal

interests and activities they enjoyed:

Atds just t hiriofueg hl ohwe woheoelne | ooki ng af
younger sister and my nieces, because they are all younger
than me é | 6ve always wanted to do i

makes mehappyo. ( Al esha, age 16)

i want to become a mechanic when | 6m
fost er brother a | ot with his car, if
his car, sowe do a lotwiththaté he t eaches me what he
and then if | know something that he

teach eachothero . ( Bob, age 15)

Future career aspirations that related to current interests and activities

wereal so apparent in other childrenbdés co
Dafydd (age 10) told the researcher he wanted to be a professional

sportsman when he was older. As a first choice he would play football

for Manchester United, second choice would be a rugby player,

fbecause | used to play forarughyteamo, t hird woul d be a b
pl ayercafuse | 6m good at basketball. é 1 f
wi || probably be a tennis pllyer becaus

Similarly, Messi age 11 who had described his interest in playing
f oot bal Ithirktveotlctlikle,to bé a PE instructor or like a PE
teacherd Several children hoped to work with animals. When asked
what she would like to do or be, Caitlyn age 11 answered fin the

future, when | ge toAcother goung persomwhoe a vet
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4.6

was a member of a pony club wanted to be a horse riding teacher and
Harry (age 8) statRIPGA peamd erd & ol iblee at
animals to a safe placeo .

For others, aspirations were motivated by a wish to make a positive

contribution or impact through their profession. Thor (age 14) stated:

fifhis is what | want to. bAskaéeénwhaéam 90b6dt
j ob that naaguldjointhegblivceer sGmet hi n g é . |l al so
want to be a builder of stuff so then, so a machine like builder. So

then | can change the worl d. Because th
theworld. 6 Li kewi se, Bi shop (age 11) discus
humanitarian crisis situations and working for the fire service, while

one of the focus group participants hoped to offer meaningful support

to other looked after children:

i 6m choosing childcare for coll ege a
in care when |1 6m ol der because | kno
been through it most of my life. So | can actually be one of those

people who turn around and say o0l un

understando .Fenfale participant, 16+ group)

In summary, the majority of children and young people we consulted
with were not lacking aspiration. Many were able to voice clear
aspirations for future careers and employment with their choices
influenced by a range of factors. Participants also discussed wider
aspirations such as loving family, pets, a car and a nice home.
Younger children in particular often had lots of ideas, were confident
in their abilities and enthusiastic about their future lives. These
findings resonate with the evidence presented in the Phase 1
literature review that LAC have similar aspirations to their non-looked-
after peers (Davey 2006; DCSF 2010). The point that younger
children voiced higher aspirations than older age groups could be

interpreted as a gradual decrease in aspiration. However, it is
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4.9

Il mportant to note that whiaotn snd gnhaty |oofotke
be high aspirations that have been eroded by negative experience
(Carter-Wall and Whitfield 2012).

Uncertainty about the future

Despite these findings, some participants found the aspirations

activities and questions more challenging and such difficulty may be

attributed to several factors. For example, some LACYP may have

had more modest ambitions, which also corresponds with the

previous literature reviewed (Honey et al. 2011; Cann 2012). Roxy

(age1l2) st dt @dnofi kmwhwmteXaawmtalnt [t o do when
ol der] just I|ike anything really that I
job is a job at the end of the dayo .

The experience of being looked after may have also inhibited some
young people from discussing their future education and employment
aspirations. LACYP are often afforded little choice and control over
their daily lives (Chater and Le Grand 2006). Over the course of the
research, participants described changeable placements and unstable
relationships with family members, friends and professionals.
Describing his unanticipated admission to care Jeffrey (age 16)

stated:

fWe just got picked up and taken there basically. Came in, | was
all happy, | was munching on biscuits and having a cup of tea
and next thing | know they told me | would have to go and within

half hour | was in foster carea

Vi ewed in this way, c¢children and young
in their personal autonomy, in respect of career trajectory or other
aspects of their lives, may be an unfamiliar concept. Alternatively,

hopes for the future may be predominantly focused on family life and
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stability, as opposed to education or employment. Asked about his
future life, Kai (age 8) stated he would be living with his brother and
fmy realmumanddado, whil e Thor (age 14) told t

f@ what | want is just someone to be
older, just someone to be with. Someone who will look after me,
someoneé and | also want a family. |

familya

4.10 The impact of support and expectations from significant others on
young peopleds future aspirations was e
Bob moved to a new area, he stated his new foster carers involved
him in deciding which school to enrol in and encouraged him to have
hi gh expectations. Discussing his place
Bob (age 15) stated:

i had a tour around the school |, [ w a
And | knew about and | researched the other schools around it, |
was | i ke nbtdgetamywheregvbere | can get better

gualificationsa

4.11 Foster carers also had the potential to encourage a positive work
ethicand bolsterself-b el i ef . Connor Myfasteecardr3) st at e
said | could make it [achieve his aspirations of joining the army] if | try
hard enough and | train hard enoughand likeldoo . Si mi | ar |l y, Nad
(age 21) recal | pudalohadheliefinremme armaheer : i
always told me that | could do it [go to university]o . Recalling a
conversation about the low numbers of looked after children who

would achieve a university education, Nadine stated:
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4.14

fiMyf oster carer at the time, she was |
lpercent6t [ who study at wuniversity]. And
just put a little bit of more belief in me and it just made me want

to do it that little bit morea

For Nadine, the encouragement of her foster carers was vital in
combatting less encouraging messages from her sixth form teacher:

fShe basically told me | had no chance of getting into university
because | didndét work hard enough or

she done it to try and make me work harder or what, but she

made me feel quite rubbish someti mes
herIlwantedt o be a teacher and whatever,6 ¢
should | ook at coll ege courseso and

want to go to universitya

Similar to Nadine, Megan (age 21) also discussed how other people

had attempted to dampen her aspirations of going to university:

fEveryoneal ways told me that | couldndt
and various people to do with the ca

peopl e i n c a rhigherdedunafion kirgl of thingot o

Such examples coincided with a general expectation, felt by some
participants, that looked after children would not be successful in
education or future careers. For example a female participant in a 16+

focus group s t a tl thidk with people in care, some other people

lookatusandsaythat6oh t heyére in caae, theyobre
Similarly MeganeameotHiger nodra :| diavers
6oh why are you bothering, everyone kno

anywheredé, okind of thing
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Making aspirations reality

415 Young peopl edngandpladseof hew taachieve their
career and employment goals varied. During the interviews and focus
groups children and young people stated it was important to behave
well , work hard aAedhadgedt, distussedthet i fi cat ed
importance of learning to drive for work due to the infrequent buses in
her area while Connor was in the army cadets to prepare him for his
chosen profession. Ryan, age 14 stated that he had told his friends he
was goiwsapupoo b@cause he was temmthe ng up tc
foll owing school yearl.0mHel ottolgd itnlge troe Qs
in |Iife if | mess around in school, | O n
then universityéel waSmilarisabeledage lh)e whol e

stated:

Whenlhavef i ni shed university and | 6m go
and ask the headmistress if | can join because they give us
interviews. So when they give us interviews they might say yes,

and if they say yes | will be a teacher for younger childrena

416 Despitelsabel | ebs rel atively clear understan
route into teaching, she was also aware of some potential barriers to

achieving her ambitions:

fivyeah but some people when they go to university or college
they candét afford withme Amightngtbeu never
able to afford to go to a university or college because of all the
money that | need becthousmarmlsaft 6s t hous.

poundsa

4.17 In other cases, children were sometimes unsure of who or where they

could gain further information or experience in pursuit of their goals.
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For exampl e, Harryoés interests in worKki
developed through watching television. However opportunities to

develop this interest appeared limited. Talking about his favourite

animal,adoghe t ol d t h e |waetsne tbormy hirghday bufi

| 6m never g odAskgdwhat orgletmight ine him to

become an RSPICAd predtsoé, ii n our <cl asses

animal stuff. o

Looked After Childrends experiences of

The report now movesontoanalysepar ti ci pant sé experien:
school, the barriers and their views on what enabled them to take part

in education, learning and school life. A clear thread running through

the educational experiences described by the LACYP who took part in

this research were their feelings of being either the same or different

to children who are not in care. The younger children generally

presented themselves as being no different to other children. Mention

of their home and care circumstances, or their status as a LACYP,

were very rare across all of the youngerp ar t i cintgpveewst s 0

The impact of either of these aspects on their school experiences
were equally absent. When younger children talked about school they
focused on the things they liked doing i counting, painting, story-time,
spelling. They liked their friends, they liked their teachers because
they helped them, and they each identified a favourite teacher;
favourite for being nice to the class, or mean teachers who were

mean to everyone. What the children said about school tended to be
evaluative i and revolved around school being school; some enjoyed
it or loved it T for example Caitlyn (aged 10) described school as
fgreat, super, supercalifragilisticexpialidocious0i and others thought it
was okay, alright, fine. As WwWbhksa (aged

work and work. School is a bit boringo .
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421

In strong contrast, the young people had much to say about the
experience of school and college life, and related this to their care
experiences, and considered how this gave them a different
experience to other children and young people. It is acknowledged
that these differences between the younger children and older young
people in the study may be because the young people are reflecting
back on their experiences, so are in more of a position to evaluate
their experiences of school, and the perceived implications of them.
However, this striking difference between the accounts of the younger
children and the young people in the 16+ age group was a key
finding. As the discussions below indicate, length of time in care and
changes to care circumstances, combined with the changes in
schooling i such as the gradual move to increased study (and less
play) and gradual increased move to independence in studying,
means that being in care can act as a barrier for participation in
school and college life for young people. A consequent lack of routine
and inconsistency in their home life impacted on school life, whilst
also increasing the likelihood of experiencing inconsistency and a lack
of routine in school. Equally, a lack of parity and a lack of equity in
various ways between LACYP and other young people can also

become more obvious and may be experienced negatively.

Being a Looked After Child in school

The older participants, teenaged years and older, displayed an

i ncreased awareness @od Afhteenr Ghialtdisen;
the number of negative connotations that this status seemed to carry

for them. Even if they expressed holding high hopes for their futures,

they described battling with the feelings and messages that they were

potential failures, problems in the making, or troublemakers. All of the

young people spoke of feeling themselves marked out as being

6di fferenté by peers and by teachers.
children in care have, such as oO6troubl
6of concerné. Some of the young peopl e
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quite strong terms, in ways which illustrated that they had begun to
feel themselves as different. Many aligned their negative experiences
in school with being in care, and explained the effects of these on

their feelings about themselves:

fObviously if your life is unstable your education is unstable, and
then thatodos your( Faermalre parthiedi pant ,

fBeing made to feel like an outcast because | was in care and
not getting enough private support, one-to-one. And that made
me feel alienated, frustrated, lonely and vulnerableo . ( Mal e

participant, 16+ group)

4.22  Many of the young people described feeling singled out or ostracised,
and how they felt themselves defined by being in care. They
considered the ways in which they and their behaviours were all

attributed to, and understood through the lens of, being Looked After.

iWwe dondt want people to be O6Looked A
nor mal kid too yoanlydne bswnlydabedatuse it os

youo ( Femal e participant, 16+ group)

4.23 They talked about the embarrassment of knowing that teachers knew
personal things about them; things which teachers would not know
about other children in their school, but did about them, simply
because they were in care. They felt that this affected the ways that
teachers treated them. Whilst some spoke of feeling singled out in a
bullying way by teachers, the dominant message from the young
people was that they felt pitied, and treated with (sometimes false)

sympathy.
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i hate people feeling pity for me, |

|l ikeél d&m in foster care, It d
c hi | (Maedparticipant, 16+ group)

Af we was a child that tos#thered t
and get on with our work or s
family problems if we were just in a mood. Then some children
that are in care could go int
this today©6, and t he ndebebaasg they
think itdés just family proble

them beinganormalchildo . ( Femal e parti ci

As the quote above illustrates, young people explained how they were
not pushed to perform, or go to school. They were allowed to miss
lessons, because teachers and foster carers were too ready to
presume they needed additional support, or leniency, because they
were children in care. They described how it was good when people
listened, or understood their outbursts. However, interestingly, the
teachers who they talked about as being best at this were those who

also encouraged them back into lessons or school.

Similarly, young people spoke about how they felt that many teachers
and foster carers had lower expectations of them, or made
assumptions about their intellectual capabilities, based on them being

in care:

A genuinely felt oh sbedFeimal

participant, 16+ group)

Al knew what subjects | wanted to take, but the carer at that time
was | i ke no youdre not taking

youbdbre just going to fail. Sh

oesnot

in car

omet hin

O schoo
just be
ms , but

pant, 1

ear e no

t hat ,

e wa s t

ones, which | failed theno . (Mal e participant, 16+)
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fAs soon as | went into care, then went back to school and my

teachers majority of them treated me completely different,

because | was in care they moved me down sets, they put me in

special help, they gave me 1 put me in support groups. And |

was just |ike | dondt need all thi
thatbs it | was | i ke yeah | might be
to me is I 6ve moved house, thatos
papers and where | was in my levels and that and they was like
youdbre more than capable of being

S

t

n

n

y one §oingtobe abletocoped. ( Femal e participant,

Young people also discussed being highly visible to others as

0di f fTdereewere any ways in which their differences were
made visible to their peers. For example, participants described the
embarrassment of having LAC reviews and meetings with social
workers in school, in rooms where their peers could see through the
window. Or they had social workers come along and call them out of
class, or support workers who came to sit with them in school. These
were described as exposing of their personal lives and of making their

difference to other children obvious and visible.

A dondt know bad bit was | ike the
because the teachers kind of knew that you were in care and

whatever and that, they all were,

Al used to try and skive and that because my carer was sitting
there and | just didndét wast it

singling me out and its making me

|l 6m a norwmal (Pemaslom participant, 16+
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4.28

4.29

4.30

Other ways in which young people in care felt exposed, and where
the difference was accentuated, included events like parents evenings
and sports days. They described not having anyone to come along to
support them at these events, or it became obvious that the people
who did come were not their parents, for example when different

foster carers attended because of placement moves.

What the young people wanted was to feel the same as other
children. They described how it was important that children could get
extra help, but only if they wanted it. They emphasised that children
should be asked first, so that assumptions were not made about
them. They also talked about how the extra support i a person to go
to, or the facility of a safe room 1 should be offered to all children, so
that no one was singled out and made to feel or look different to those
who were, what the young people referred to over and over again as,

6nor mal chil dreno.

Missing out on education

A common and consistent theme across the data was the various
ways in which children and young people miss out on education in
ways that are not of their own volition. Participants reported many
instances in which they missed lessons, opportunities to study, or
missed significant periods of the key stages of education due to their

involvement in care services and placement or school moves.

Placement moves and school moves

Almost all participants had experienced placement moves, some had
experienced a high number of multiple placements, and these were

often accompanied by changes in schooling or educational institution.

But i1itdéds | ike what placement

suited at a certain placement your school is not going to go well,
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but 1 f you | ove your placement then
got moved ont o ove(Maedértcipantalé+e ment s é

group)

4.31 Aside from the disruption that this caused, many of the participants
also described or spoke of the ways in which changing schools
affected their education and their interest in learning. For example,
some talked about having to repeat the same topics that they had
already learned and about getting bored in class because of this.

Mnd | i ke schools dondét do the same t
of the year. So like | went to one school we had just done a

piece of work, | went to the new school and they were doing it, |

was | i ke oh! And | couldnét be exemp

suckedo . (Femal e participant, 16+ grou

4.32  Others described selecting subjects for their GCSEs and then moving
schools and having to change their options, or the course being
different to what they had signed up for. This lack of consistency also
contributed to a disengagement with school and learning. Others
spoke of being out of school for lengths of time due to the lack of
school placements in the (new) local area. They also discussed their
awareness of incidentsof 6 bi ckeri ngé and di sagr eemen
authorities over who was responsible for their educational

arrangements:

il found, obviously, moving around schools a lot, because |
moved from Wales to England and it was like during that
transition of like for a year | was out of education so | was

playing a catch-up game, always, like right the way up through
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school until I left, | was always trying to catchupo . ( Mal e

participant, 16+ group)

Appointments

Other ways in which children and young people miss out on education
is through the number of appointments that occur in school time.
Many of the older participants in particular described frustration with
the number of times in which they were called out of class,
unarranged, to meet with different professionals such as their social
workers. Or they spoke of the number of pre-arranged meetings and
appointments such as LAC reviews, health assessments, counselling,

and social worker visits, all of which occurred within school time.

fAif I went to school she would just come and take me out of the
| essonéThe school just kind of | et

a |l esson, shedéd wusually wait unti/l

h
i

she knew that dl dthebme shledde ] i & e knock

and be |ike 6oh can | have. a word?26

(Megan, aged 21)

Arhey used to have it [LAC review] during the day and obviously

| wanted to be a part of it because | want to know, | want to find

outwhatthey 6r e saying about me. So somet.

miss the day off school and my school was absolutely brilliant
you know the social worker would ring a week or a couple of

days ahead, O6[name] is going to be

0

got a LAC Héweiydwd put it down in thei

the teachers know that | was missing

write because obviously youdve got

t

l'ittle note, [ name] LAC Review to | e
beinthatday.Because | want to know what the
about meo . (Femal e participant, 16+ grou
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4.34  Attending these meetings not only meant that they missed classes
whilst these meetings occurred, but their school day was disrupted.
Many of them described waiting anxiously for the meetings, or feeling
unsettled, or losing focus in lessons. Some described missing more
classes because they felt unable to return to the classroom after
these meetings and visits, and of being excused from class for these
reasons. Whilst being excused from classes may have helped them in
the short term, many spoke in ways that indicated they were aware
that this disruption all amounted to a missed, inconsistent and
fragmented education.

Missing mainstream education

4.35 Some of the young people participating in the research had attended
non-mainstream forms of education for periods of time in their
education. Whilst many of the participants described appreciating the
smaller classes and a more relaxed learning style, they reflected that
they missed out on studying for certain subjects, or had limited
options. They described having a lack of teaching faculty, or
inexperienced or non-expert staff. Moreover, they described how
lessons were often boring or workbook based and centred on lone

learning, often at basic level.

MBecause webre in (name of school) we
subjectsi we just have the four | essonsét't
lessons, we normally havepic k ed but | i ke we donodt

and we dondétodo( Ali ehael ape

Arhey were set up for GCSE but it was Foundation, basic,

minimal, little. English, Maths, Science and you had to do Art

because they were the only ones you could do and out of, me, |

picked Music, Drama, Art, | had | oads of stuff goir

do any of themo . (Femal e participant, 16+ gr
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Provision

4.36  Provision was talked about as an important aspect in enabling LACYP
to participate fully in school and college life. Having access to
computers and other resources such as pens and papers, pencil
cases, books, was talked about as essential to being able to complete
homework. These resources added to a sense of feeling equipped for
day-to-day school life, or ill-equipped, as was sometimes the case.

fShe [foster carer] went out and bought everything | needed,
rucksack, books, pens, everything I neededo . ( Mal e particip
16+)

firhey (the school) gived me a laptop for like three months to use

because |1 6m dyslexic and | meanodt rea
a |l aptop to use but after that they
anymored andot 6dkefifregffamed 16)

4.37  Similarly, money and the necessary permissions and transportation
for school activities and after school activities and events was also an

important feature of school life for children and young people.

fAlso say like with the after-school and all of that and the

distance, sometimes what is a problem is that say the foster

carers canb6t get you therlkouldr canot
be like an extra, almost just like transport really, transport and

support workers that all their job is, is to make sure you get to

what you want to get too (Male participant, 16+ group)
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Difficulties with access

The importance of accessing these provisions were emphasised

either through having been in receipt of them, or because of the lack

of them. Participants spoke of the O6red
frodo, and not knowi ng.Manhyéeltthatthegy wer e en
were missing out, or described frustrations with not being able to

complete homework. Others spoke very positively about being given a

laptop computer on request, and having ready access to funds for

essential school items.

~

it goes t hr ou gelbees likehchagihg it apdfor threed v

years so and theyodove just finally gi"
before the last half-term. And they were like it has to be spent

before this half-term, they gave usthreedayso . ( Bob, 14)

At didnoét ectpne bui lfspokedolalloyof odhérfyoung
people in care, | was al ways in [are.
been put in another council there is no doubt that they would be
arguing about who pays for this and

j ust bougpsuseridiculotsbs | Mal e participant,

OFairness6é6 seemed to matter to many of
those we consulted with alluded to concerns about equity and parity in

their narratives. Many of the young people who participated in the

research demonstrated an awareness that access to these resources

was not always fair or the same. They often spoke about how unfair it

was that other LACYP struggled to get the necessary provisions, even

if they had access themselves.
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Extra provisions

4.40 Asdiscussed in the previous section, many of the young people
talked, albeit with some hesitation, about the need for schools to have
extra provisions for LACYP. They spoke of things which align with the
sorts of additional help that children with supportive carers and
parents might get. For example, they valued teachers who stayed
late, or and set up small after-school homework clubs to help them
with homework, revision classes, having the opportunity for one-on-
one tuition, and having people to talk to about worries, bullies, and
school work. Yet they suggested that the need for these sorts of
provisions were not particular to LACYP, and might benefit all young
people. If provisions were universal this would also act as
preventative measure against singling out LACYP as different or more
0in needd tLAGQYRpeerb.ei r non

Friends and peers

4.41  Friends and peers play an important role in children and young
peopl ebs experiences of school. Friends
particip a n t s étrusted & bnly supports. They were talked about by
ol der participants in paritheicul ar as for
protectors and help 7 throughout their school and college life. It was
often only through participation in school that children and young
people were able to form these sorts of important friendships.
Conversely, the absence of these friendships and the effects on their
education was significant too. Many of the participants linked their
experiences of being in care to their lack of friendship, which then

impacted on their participation in school.

Well-being

4.42  Some participants talked about friends helping them with their
confidence and helping them cope with the things going on outside of

school. Similarly, other participants spoke of how their friends in
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schoolhel ped t o make t lameto forgetéhhtthéymere mal 6

6a child in carebo.

A al ways have good days in school é | ust
lessons and being with my friendso .  ( A&gedslé)a ,

fiYyou could just be a kid at those after-school things you know, you

werend6t aony ((Fefmatenparticipant, 16+ gr

4.43  This contribution to a general sense of well-being seemed to underpin
reasons why some children and young people found being in school
easier than others. The following quotes stand for much of what the

children said about the importance of friendship:

Mnd wedd (group of friends) all walKk
together. School é personally thatos
for everyone really. | knew some people had a bit of problems
but generally like when you look around everyone seems to be

gettingonwithito . ( Mal e partici pant, 16+ gro

fMy thing was about having friends and when | was younger |

was really into netball so | kind of just you know | played netball

at every break and | kind of you know had my group of people

and | think that helped in that you know you are part of the gang,

you know what | mean? So youdre when
youbdbre more ready tewithlyoardrienisohecause vy

(Female participant, 16+ group)

4.44  Participants who did not have friends, or many friends, spoke more of

isolation and a sense of feeling different. They discussed an
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awareness of being excluded from events, like parties, sleep-overs,
and play after schoolt hat were features of other ¢
exclusion was sometimes connected to changes in placements and

the related changes in educational provider.

Al never got invited to parties outside of school or social events
out side of school b-knowan ass y@u knowwa s n o6t a:

obviously they all knew each otheroc ( Mal e partici pant,

Stability

4.45  Some of the children and young people we engaged with spoke either
indirectly or directly, about the important role that friends in school
play in contributing to their sense of stability and continuity. For those
who experienced placement moves, and changes in carers and social
workers, often their friends in school were the only consistent
relationships that they had. However, experiences of placement
moves had for some, resulted in the disruption of important
friendships. Having to develop new friendships because of a change
in schooling was a barrier to learning for some young people. This
was in relation to the social aspect of school, but also in the informal
learning opportunities such as asking people for the help and

encouragement, that these friendships bring.

fiyou may worry about going to school and not knowing anyone,

so |ike youodr e amakemewfgiendsandithang t o | i ke
because as é youbre always falling o
with them then because you havendét g
just got to make them again. And it o6:

got to do your education as wellbutt hen youbére struggl i

because you haveondt( Fgeomma Ineo pfarriteincdisp an

group)
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Some of the younger children too spoke of the importance of

friendships, and the role friends play in creating some stability when

there are placement moves. Isabelle (aged 11) talked about how she

had moved placement andwashadwththe hool and
friendsb. Because of the efforts made by he
able to stay in contact with her best friend from her previous school.

However she then went on to say:

iWe are stild!l best friends, but not W
the same school and we donot see eac|

we usedad toé

Similarly, Jeff age 12 who had moved schools commented fit&
rubbish because wheny ou move school basically yol
one thereo Jessica (aged 9) also talked about how her change in

school placement had affected her friendships:

Re s e ar Sdwas it hardito change schools?0
J e s s iAdoag:timgiagoo
Re s e ar Oitdyou miss giour friends when you changed school?0

J e s s iYeah hut | forgot all my friends now. It was like a long time

ago when | was 50 .
Re s e ar éhok.rSo yodimade new friends?0

Jessica: | dve not made cany friendséno

Bullying
Bullying, in particular, featured i n ma
For some they talked about O6bullies in

to protect them. For others, they described being taken out of school
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because of bullies, and this meant they were further isolated and
excluded from school. Bullies, and the absence of friends could also
lead to a lack of confidence to attend school or college, or to mental
ill-health.

fOne-to-one home tutoring it was easierét
was also probabl y one of the most unhel pful é
social situations all my life and the only social situation | had at

that point in my life was my education and they took it away from

me. And it caused a massive decline in my mental health, and |

ended up back in hospitalo . ( Femal e participant 16

People

Chil dren and young peoplebds relationshi
foster carers, teachers, advocates, social workers and peers have to

play in enabling children who are in the care of the local authority to

have positive (or negative) experiences of education, was a strong

feature of par tLACYPpasedtpands thatcesooated t s .

with research presented in the Phase 1 literature review, which

identified that support and encouragement from a significant adult

reinforced later educational success (Jackson and Martin 1998;

Jackson and Sachdev 2001).

For example, Roxy, age 12, chose a fireman to represent her head

teacher in school ifanymedn sehoopnkedshelg d t hat i
he sends people to help usa Alesha, age 16 spoke of teachers who

help, and who understand, and listen, as being the best thing about

school and Suarez, age 15 described how, if he is having a bad day

at school geboutohthe situdatian arfd but | have got good

people to go and talk to like Miss [Teachers Name]a Many of the

children and young people referred to instances when someone

encouraged them, or told them they believed in them, or did

seemingly small things to show that they cared.
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For Gareth, age 13, teachers praising him when he did well in school
made him feel good because it got fed back to his foster carer which

gave him further encouragement:it hey [t eachers] say, 00|
youdbre trying your b e sdveryimemyyostéeri med, an
mot her sheds going to a |ike parents ev
proud of youdé, because IlaGorethesone real ly

individual teachers played an important role, Messi age 11 who had

just finished year 7, densogragestmeth hi s PE
do more than |ike if say I 6m struggling
do ita Other young people discussed positive experiences with

individual teachers:

fMy head of year stayed with me three hours after school
finished, because social services were trying to look for a
placement for me so that like meant a lot, he went out of his time

justtohelpmeo. ( Femal e participant, 16+ gr

Participants also spoke of the important role that advocates and social
workers played in ensuring that they had access to things that they

needed. Others spoke of people, such as foster carers and residential
care workers, going out of their way to make sure they got out of bed,
or to school, or encouraged them in their learning, or to complete their

homework:

fSo she had a look at it with me and she said well | can do this

by hand, so she sat down with me and helped me do my

homewor ké i f yyou hoohewarkin on bneitheyg

put a black mark next to your name,
add them up and then | ike at the end
school trip and i f you had too many

able to go. So that member of staff sat down with me and said
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we can do your homework here andthereo . ( Fe mal e
16+ group)

As with their sense of progression and their thoughts about achieving
their aspirations, underpinning much of what the participants said
about the barriers and enablers in education, were relationships with
people who helped them or who had never been there to help them.
Being listened to, being understood, consulted with, and having the
choice to ask for help were the things that made the differences for
them.

In addition, along with the important role that friends and peers have
i n childrends participation in
played in participantsoélives. Many talked about benefitting from and
valuing the opportunities they had to meet with other children who
were in care. These opportunities gave them a feeling of being
similar, of being around people who could understand and who had
shared and similar experiences. It was often only around these other
care | eavefrfser eontthGery odudng peopl e
to feel ordinary. This was particularly the case for those who were
made to feel so different from other children around them, in their

search to feel similar, the same, normal.

Interventions

The following sections identify themes emerging from the focus
groups with young people age 16+, which captured the young
peopl esdé views on what might he
achievements of LACYP in Wales. The focus groups considered a
range of possible educational interventions systematically reviewed in
Phase 1, which were presented to them in the form of vignettes
(Barter and Renold 2000) (see Annex E) as well as a suite of activities
designed to explore their views on opportunities for improvement (see

Annex N). Many of the themes that emerged from these focus groups
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which were considered to be some of the biggest barriers to
education mirrored the findings discussed in the previous section.

Missing out on education

Missing long periods of schooling was noted by many of the young
people as detrimental to their educational achievements, and they felt

that education was often given a very low priority:

iThat tends to, thatés a bit of a dod

peopletendto focusonbehavi our instead of educe
we will fix their behaviour and then
It doesndt work, i1itdés got to go at t

happens is youngsters lose chunks of their education because

people are trying to fix their behaviour and then they know that

type of thing, that doesnodét really vy
kido (Male participant, 16+ group)

The young people felt that education should be prioritised and that
other difficulties could be addressed at the same time. They
appreciated that once they had fallen behind because of poor
attendance it was very difficult to catch up. The young people found
that constantly moving home and school had also impacted on their
education. In addition, they were aware that they were perceived as a
problem, and that they would not be greeted with open arms when

applications are made for them to change school:

Mnd also I dondét know if this applie
foster care especially and residentialcareas wel | , i f youobr e
moved out of county then one county will argue with the other

county about who pays for transport, who pays for the schooling,

who pays for food, who pays for everything that has something
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to do with your education. And they do, they can be, councils

are just | i ke no thatos your probl em
pal ming young people off sort of thi
unpleasanta (Male participant, 16+ group)

458  This public wrangling over resource implications between LAs delays
and reduces school attendance, further compounding the young
per sono6s .tis d&lsb damaging for éhe self-esteem of young
people. Participants discussed the potential damage caused by
LACYP being a party to these resource based discussions.

Meetings

459 The young people felt that they were required to attend too many
meetings in school time; this also impacted on them falling behind and
contributed to them feeling and being seen as different. They felt that
schemes which involved meetingwithateam of peopl e, as wit
Fostering Individualised Assistance Pr o g r a (RPAB)Pwere not

helpful:

Mnd also I dondét know if this applie
care especially and residential with kids in care thatthey 6 r € n o't
involved in anywayd Yeah but they never listen to youa (Male

participant, 16+ group)

ANy meetings, if they are necessary, should be held outside of
school time, not just at a time that is convenient for the

professionalsa (Female participant, 16+ group)

Placement moves and school moves

4.60 On balance the young people felt that moving school when they

moved placement was helpful:
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il would like to say that I think it is a good idea that the child
should be made to, or the local authority, the school should get
made to have that young child because that child has moved to
a new placement, they don't know anyone there in the area the
only way for them to have a good, to build a good friendship
group is with by moving to a school that is near where they live.
Iftheymovet o a school thatoés far
the bonds that, but I think that does apply to normal children as

wella (Male participant, 16+ group)

They felt that becoming part of the new community and friendship
networks might give their new placement a better chance of success
and that pressure should be placed on schools to accept them into
the school. As a result the Education Liaision officer (ELO) was

positively evaluated by the young people.

The young people liked the description of the ELO and saw this as an
essential role to support LACYP. They liked the notion of making
schools accountable, when many people in their lives had not
delivered on promises. This was one of the only times young people
mentioned their entittementandri g ht t oahaledecent ve 0
educationd . T h e vy o welihthat tipegoegsurecthattan ELO could

bring to bear was essential as:

fschool should get made to have that young child because,
because schools might just be
money on looking after the emotional needs of foster kids you

knowa (Female participant, 16+ group)

Again the young people felt that arguing over resources made them

feel less valued and they were clear that a young person in care

away t he

becaus:

would dweed someone t o f i g ht.Intenestiriygly the youach al f 0
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people felt that the person should not

should be independent and outside of the local education authority.

Significance and role of foster carers

4.64  The young people thought that foster carers could be doing more to
support their education and felt that this is a basic role that any parent

would play:

itds being a normal parent really is
are. If you had children you would sit down with them and help
them with their homework sowhyc an 6t f o sofFemalecar er s ?

participant, 16+ group)

4.65 The participants also discussed the educational qualifications of foster

carers, and felt that they should have a set of basic skills:

Aro become a foster carer obviously you would have had to like
go to school and go to like college or something surelya

(Female participant, 16+ group)

Arhey need to have like regular like Maths and English skillsd .

(Female participant, 16+ group)

4.66 The young people felt that it would be a good thing to raise the
required educational qualifications of foster carers, but also
recognised, given the scarcity of foster carers, that it might be
unrealistic to do so. They noted that many carers would not have the

knowledge and skills to provide homework support:
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fifrhey didndét know how ét houigegh because

€ t h déad no idea what it was talking abouta (Female

participant, 16+ group)

fivyeah they did sit there and they did like give me time and they

did |like try and help me buE they,

they had even less clue abouta (Female participant, 16+ group)

In fact, some young people reflected that they had found themselves

supporting their carers:

fiveah anywordsshecoul dndét hel p shedd be
spell this and would sit there and help hera (Male participant,

16+ group)

The young people believed that carers often needed assistance to
enable them to provideho me wor k support, as the
Children We | (TY&W) scheme offers, and saw this as being very

useful. They also really liked the idea of reading aloud to their carer,

| i ke

60Tea

and felt thatthismightal| so enhance t hsbondingryaul at i onsh

knowd They believed that such a scheme which supported their
learning in the home (which brought them in line with other children)

mi ght prevent | ooked after children

There was much discussion about the limitations on the time that
foster carers could spend with children, particularly in supporting their
education and they valued any initiative that encouraged more time to
be spent individually with a young person in the home, for example,

they saw The Letterbox Scheme as beneficial as:
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fit gets your foster carers to spend time with you as wella

(Female participant, 16+ group)

Many noted that foster carers were not always willing or able to

provide such assistance:

fSome foster parents you khlmeedé. young
hel p with my homewor kdé ¢@Fdmalg say) 6ol
participant, 16+ group)

The value of interaction between a young person and their carer was

also recognised. They saw the opportunity for bonding to take place

through helpingwith  h ome weratkh id buil dsébamds doe
through the sharing of more informal activities with carers, for

example baking;

iAtdés challenging them because theyor
theyodre also |l earning how to do numb.
|l earning |ike with the colouring stu

counting games and stuff so you can help them with their maths

and whatever elsea (Female participant, 16+ group)

Bothh 60 The oxét seheme and theedTdach Your
initiatives were valued as they helped the carer to support the young

person in the home environment, and were seen as more normalised

interventions which did not single LACYP out or treat them as a

probl em t o.Thegweéeslsolintee/ehiions which happened

in the home, rather than risking being exposed at school, and had

elements of bonding with carers.
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Access to learning resources

4.73  There were discussions about the need for computers (and for foster
carers to have computer skills) and it was recognised that not all
LACYP had access to their own IT equipment. The experiences of

these young people were very varied:

fl think renting the computers from like obviously the IT

department in [school name] but then if you were in [school

nameJand you moved out of county you d
privilege. | never got that privilegea (Female participant, 16+

group)

fl asked for one but | had to save for itdo (Male participant, 16+

group)

i wasndét able to use my own in the
obviously there was no Wi-Fi or anything like thata (Male

participant, 16+ group)

4.74  Young people require access to computers within their homes to
complete set homework tasks, yet this was frequently not the
experience of our participants. There was a sense from the focus
groups that young people also had little access to books and literature
whilst they were being looked after, and these resources were not
part of their everyday lives. One young person noted some of the

benefits of the Letterbox Scheme were very much in contrast to his

current life:
fifo be honest itéds a really good way
read because | think the only time I
smart phone or when I 6m on my tablet
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havenoét picked wgMalepalticpark, 16c0r year s
group)

4.75  Other young people noted the importance of reading and access to
books as a means of escapism for the difficulties they often faced and
regarded reading as | i Boing idto a differentworldd and agi vi ng 0
sense of release like people often read to get away fromthingsé . T h e
young people recognised reading as having a therapeutic potential,
despite it not being something that they often did, or had access to.
Whilst recognising the value of the Letterbox scheme reading
materials, the young people were also concerned about the cost
implications and certainly did not see these resources as their
entitlement, as any other child might. The young people were
generally very aware of the economic climate and the impending cuts
across the social care and education which would further impact on

young peoplebs |ife chances.

4.76  Many of the young people reflected that LACYP had few belongings
and the Letterbox scheme was valued because of this. They
particularly liked the idea that a young person might be made to feel

special and worthy if they received things through the post:

Al think coming through the post is like a surprisea (Female

participant, 16+ group)

it gives you something to hope foré.
special and it probably helps a lot with your reading and stuffa

(Female participant, 16+ group)

4.77  They also suggested that it could also include other significant items.
Memory boxes and teddy bears were discussed as being important

gifts:
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fl had a teddy from my foster carers when | was 11, my comfort
teddy and | 6ve st i ld(Fegaéparticipant, now and
16+ group)

478 The young people also thoughtfully sugg
care leavers would be a good idea.

Developmental age

4.79  The notion of having differing developmental ages was mentioned in
numer ous di Sownapeaple lmavedearning difficulties and
they obviously can®t rYeadgatpetolpdier s & a&ls
importance of educational schemes being individualised and tailored

for their specific needs and developmental age:

fBut some people are, they take longer than others to develop
and therebdsgnoethhnghat pnioftMale your owl
participant, 16+ group)

4.80 Thisis an important factor in all of the interventions including the
Letterbox Scheme as it would be important to have a knowledge of
the child and their current abilities rather than offering provision based
on a homogenous policy rather than individual needs and

circumstances.

Skills and managing emotions

4.81 Several of the programmes evaluated in the systematic review
focused on skills development and on training young people on how
to manage their emotions. These types of interventions were judged

by the young people in this study as potentially very beneficial:

102



fl do like the fact that they are role-playing with her because she

can have a flip-side and understand better with how her like
behaviours | et down people and what 6
behave in situations, because maybe
know? So by role-playing she would be like oh right so | can see

why or how | did wrong there you know?a (Female participant,

16+ group)

4.82 The young people often recognised that they do not always have the

social skills required to navigate educational settings successfully:

fBut at 16 | am, | was. And probably my emotional and
behavioural level or social, the social side of it was below, was

below that level anywaya (Male participant, 16+ group)

4.83 Training on managing emotions was seen as a potentially helpful
aspect of any intervention as young people may well have been
without positive role models in this area. Similarly young people

recognised the need for assistance with their emotions:

fBut there is a great need in foster care for people to have help
with their emotional needs because i1

(Female participant, 16+ group)

Communities and labelling

4.84 Head Start is a holistic, wraparound set of services intended to
support disadvantaged pre-school-age children in marginalised areas

and in general, the young people received this project well:
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Al t gdal because its bringing the communities back, obviously
theydove | ost a | ot of communities ha
reasonsoverthepast . So i tosa(aeod to see t he

participant, 16+ group)

4.85 Many young people said they had often experienced minimal
community support in the past; they very much liked the idea of

services that were available for all within the community, noting that:

fArhis programme is for everybody, which | think is good because
I t 6s n o sedaraursdtyourig@eople in carea (Female

participant, 16+ group)

4.86 This was seen as helpful, rather than seeing themselves as
segregated and labelled. There were also discussions around
universal programmes for all children in communities such as
Community First programmes, Flying Start and Parenting Classes.
These forms of additional supports, only available in designated low
income areas across Wales, were seen by young people as benefiting
families and children and thereby reducing the numbers of children
entering the care system. The young people also recognised
preventative provisions aimed at communities, rather than individual

LACYP, as an effective use of resources.

4.87 The young people really disliked the names of some of the
interventions( Mc Laughl!l i n 200 9)-dinfensionale x a mpl e &6 Mu
Treatment F o s t e r (MTRLY, which they felt labelled them as
needing treatment, and made them feel as if they  w esufferingba
d i s a bSomd atsqy disliked the behaviourist aspects of the
programme, which they felts o u n dike tfainlhigadogdb, al t hough on.

of the young people could see the benefits of a reward system for
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good behaviour. Generally schemes that are medicalised and

highlighted difference and deficits were not seen as helpful by the

young people. Participants did not like services which singled them

out as di ff er enkKidsinfTfransitoetw Scmplb e, t he 0
programme, and worried that specifically targeting four year olds

placed labels on them and expectations of difficult behaviour from the

very beginning, which could be self-fulfilling.

Being together with others the same

The young people very much valued interventions that offered them
the opportunity to spend time with other young people in care. They
felt that this would help them to feel

support to each other:

fKnowing that everyone there has been through the same as
you have ....and knowing that we can make a difference for each

othero(Female participant, 16+ group)

Most young people in care have few opportunities for meeting with
others who are looked after and saw this as an opportunity to share
with others who are in similar positions and develop mutually

supportive relationships:

fKnowing that everyone there has only been through the same

as you have been through, and theyor
di fficulties as youb6re facing now, a
make a difference to each other, and knowing that we can

support each other. We give each other advice when things get

har d. Weallygat théreé anywhere elsea (Female

participant, 16+ group)
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491

i 6d say itdés more the idea that you

same position. Because thatos whatoés

why | came here because | thought you know it would be nice to
see other people that are in the same positiona (Male
participant, 16+ group)

Young people said that more opportunities for this to happen would
be very helpful, bolstering self-esteem and reducing their sense of
isolation. What was notable was how much the young people felt that
they wanted to support others in the same situation as themselves,
drawing on their own strengths and resilience (Gilligan 2010). This
form of provision was modelled by the work of The Fostering Network
(TFN) who arranged the activity days for primary and secondary
school age LACYP in this study; and by the work of Voices from Care
Cymru.

Strengths based and aspirations modelling and mentors

The young people liked schemes which allowed them to consider their
future life and helped to increase their aspirations and this was noted

in the Fostering Healthy Futures model:

fit gives them hope | think. It gives them hope for a better future

youknowbecause they can see that just

kids doesndédt mean they candét 1|i ke,
she wants to be you know so thatos
a way youbre telling them yeah you

a way Y lngleryeu canald things rather than telling

them noa (Female participant, 16+ group)
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4.92  The young people also liked schemes which involved mentors:

fBut yeah like through seeing these mentors they can show
them correctly how to behave and you know how to be and stuff
you know. Because the kids practice what, the kids learn from
their adults and if like, say their friend was really upset and they
saw their mentor calm them down and stuff they could like, they

could take a lot from that you know soa (Female participant, 16+
group)

4,93 These points resonate with the Phase 1 literature review that
suggestedthat LACYPO6s educat i ocambk infauented e v e me n t
by exposure to successful and inspirational individuals (Berridge
2012). However, moving beyond the findings of previous studies, in
particular, the focus group participants emphasised that they would
like care experienced people to be able to become mentors for those

currently in the system.

Food, education and health

4.94  Many of the young people saw the value and importance of eating
together as a site for communication with others and for learning

social skills, as included in the Fostering Healthy Futures project:

fivyou know like a, it creates bonds like you would be surprised
how not many people sit down and have a meal you know?0

(Female participant, 16+ group)

4.95 One young person noted how he rarely had this opportunity during his

experience in care:
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6 didnét do that when | was in a chi
togetherd (Male participant, 16+ group)

496 The young people felt that education can often be effectively delivered
in more informal settings. Additionally, young people recognised the
importance of education about food and health for people on a

restricted income:

fl think the classes, i tirdpsrtant to have the classes to teach
how to cook healthy foods but also thattheh eal t hy f oods ar e
expensivea (Male participant, 16+ group)

4.97  Other young people noted the link between nutrition and academic
ability:

MAlsot herebés a strong |link with eating pr
can have on a c hidtdeabilitgte lgaenlthmgseine nt an

(Female participant, 16+ group)

4,98 Thus the young people were considering education and the factors
that contribute to success and well-being more broadly. Including the
need to educate parents and the young people about good nutrition in
order to give them a better start in life. Young people were positive
about community based provision and opportunities for engagement
in cookery classes, which were free to attend for everyone, not
necessarily aimed at LACYP. These forms of provision had been
seen by young people living in Communities First areas and seen by

them as a good use of public funds.
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Endings

Endings were noted as potentially painful and problematic in some of
the interventions, particularly in the Fostering Healthy Futures model:

fNine months is a long time for a child to have someone in their life
and spending that much amount hours with them. And then just

suddenly be |like right thatdés it now go
a child to accept after everything they
itds going to hdFematepdrticiyanthlét+rgeupy hat i s

In all of the interventions the planning for the ending was highlighted
as being important, so that LACYP are not left experiencing another

loss.

Findings Summary

The multiple and multi-modal forms of inquiry adopted in this study
have elicited a wide base of evidence for consideration in relation to

LACYPs aspirations, educational experiences and the development of

effective interventions. In the following chapter, 6 Conctheusi ons o

main interconnected and discrete themes threading throughout the
findings from each phase, presented in this section, are collated in
clear and concise overviews to highlight the key overall findings of the

study.
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5.4

Conclusions

This concluding chapter draws out the main findings from the study in

relation to the project objectives and research questions.

Phase 1: Summary

The desk based research conducted in Phase 1 included collating
descriptive statistics, a focused literature review and a full systematic
review and was guided by three central research questions.

RQ1. What data are available on the educational attainment of
looked after children, how does this differ by local authority,
over time and in comparison to other UK nations?

RQ2. What do we know from existing research about the
experiences and aspirations of looked after children in relation
to education?

RQ3. What is the existing evidence on successful educational
interventions for looked after children?

RQ1: Looked after children and educational attainment

The analysis of the available descriptive statistics from England and
Wales relating to the educational attainment of LACYP illustrated a
pervasive gap between the educational attainment of LACYP and non
LACYP at all Key Stages. Temporal trends demonstrate that although
overall results have improved at all Key Stages for LACYP, results
have also improved for non-LACYP, meaning that the attainment gap

has not closed and at some Key Stages it has actually widened.

The attainment gap between LACYP and non-LACYP widens across
stud e n edscational trajectories; and almost a third of young people
leaving care had no qualifications. In Wales, the proportion of care
leavers not in employment, education or training (NEET) has fallen

but was still almost four times higher than the proportion of non
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LACYP. Notably, this rate is higher than that in both England and
Northern Ireland. The rates of care leavers that go on to forms of
higher education in Wales are also extremely low.

The statistics on educational attainment of LACYP are linked to a
number of contributory factors. Placement stability is highly significant
with a negative relationship between a greater number of placements
and GCSE achievement at grades A*-C. Figures on the length of

placement also demonstrated that shorter placements impacted

negativelyon LACYPO6s educational attai

short term placements continue to dominate the trajectories of many
LACYP. The review of the empirical literature confirmed this pattern
illustrating that placement instability is a significant factor relating to
the Ounsuccessful 6 educatThi®was |
linked to timings of school changes, differences in the curriculum
between schools and a lack of communication between social

services and education departments about LACYP in their care.

The educational attainment of LACYP is further influenced by the
guality of the educational institutions they attend. Statistics
demonstrate that LACYP are more likely to be in lower performing
schools, which can have a negative impact on their educational
attainment. Rates of educational attainment also need to be
considered in relation to special educational needs (SEN). The figures
for LACYP identified as having SEN are disproportionate (compared
with non-LACYP) and increasing. Furthermore, outcomes for LACYP
with statements of SEN are worse than for non LACYP with
statements of SEN. The review of the empirical literature suggested
that statements of SEN for LACYP are often misunderstood and that

many cases LACYP are not receiving the support they need in school.

Welsh Government policies have contributed to some improvements
in outcomes. However, these policies have often lacked clearly
defined outcomes and delivery of support is sometimes inconsistent
because of a lack of shared delivery plans between the Welsh

Government and LAs. The introduction of initiatives in Wales has
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been inconsistent and impacted by, often, short term project funding.
However, the Pupil Deprivation Grant could work to address the
current disparities in attainment and the evaluation of this funding

programme will offer new insights for policy and practice.

RQ2: Looked after children, aspiration and educational experience

The literature review of material exclusively from England and Wales
suggested that overall LACYP have similar aspirations to their non-
looked-after peers. However, some studies reported that many
LACYP did not express confidence in achieving their aspirations and
that their career choices were less likely to be located in professional
roles than their non LACYP peers. This could be linked to academic
findings that suggest that social workers have been ambivalent about
the educational aspirations of LACYP and care leavers; and that
career advice has been either absent or pitched at a very low level for
LACYP. The review also suggested that the level of support from
carers and the home learning environmenti mpacts on LACYPOGSs
aspirations and attainment. Overall, the literature reviewed suggests
that significant adults have a role to play in raising aspirations but that
negative expectations from social workers, carers, schools and the

career service act to limit LACYPO aspirations and future progression.

The review of the literature also suggested that the educational
experiences of LACYP can be detrimental to their attainment and

achievement in a number of key areas;
Placement and school instability
Too much time out of school

A lack of sufficient help with education

== == =4 =

Carers who are not equipped or expected to support with

learning and development

9 Lack of help with emotional, mental or physical health and

wellbeing
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5.10

5.11

5.12

1 A pessimistic view of the education potential of the young

people held by key professionals

9 Lack of communication between social services and education

providers

RQ3: Successful educational interventions for looked after children

A systematic review was conducted reporting on randomised
controlled trials and quasi-experimental evaluations of educational
interventions for LACYP or those with experience of care. The search
of electronic bibliographic databases retrieved 2,514 studies and
consultation with experts identified a further sixteen studies. From this
sample only fourteen studies, reporting eleven educational
interventions met the criteria to be included in the review (see Annex
P). The full systematic review undertaken in this study is the most

comprehensive review to date in this area of inquiry.

Across the studies educational outcomes mapped onto the following
key areas: academic skills; academic achievement and grade
completion; homework completion; school attendance, suspension
and drop-out; number of school placements; school relationships;
school behaviours (see Annex P). However, despite interventions
reporting some effects, these results must be treated with caution due
to a high risk of bias across most studies, combined with an
insufficient sample size. We conclude that the existing evidence-base
for educational interventions is generally weak, and more scientifically
robust evaluations need to be undertaken before recommendations
about implementing interventions for policy and practice can be

provided.

Two randomised controlled trials are currently being undertaken,
which may strengthen the evidence-base when they are reported on.
The programmes are Fostering Healthy Futures and the Letterbox
Club. Interventions included in the review were translated into

vignettes and discussed in the Phase 2 focus groups to elicit the
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5.13

views of LACYP on the interventions. The aim of this discussion was
to inform the direction of potentially acceptable interventions that may
be developed and evaluated within a Welsh context. The studies
reviewed were also written up as vignettes (see Annex E) and
discussed in the Phase 2 focus groups to elicit the views of LACYP on

the interventions.

Phase 2: Summary

The qualitative data production in Phase 2 including interviews, focus
groups and creative activities with LACYP was guided by the eight

central research questions set out below.

RQ4. How do children in KS2, KS3 and KS4 experience school
and college life?

RQ5. What enables them to take part in education and what are
the barriers?

RQ6. Looking back, what have been the factors that have enabled
them to make the progress that they have, or what has
prevented them achieving in education?

RQ7 What are | ooked after chil dr
expectations and aspirations for the future in terms of
education and employment?

RQ8 What will they need to help them succeed in achieving their
goals?

RQ9 What are children and young
schools, LACE teams, carers, social care services and
Welsh Government should do to help raise the educational
achievements of looked after children?

RQ10 How transferrable do they think successful interventions
from within and outside Wales may be implemented across
Wales?

RQ11 What are their views on how findings from this research may
be used to impact on policy and practice?
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5.14

5.15

5.16

Looked after childrends asmaml young

aspirations for the future

In relation to RQ7 the majority of LACYP we consulted with were
aspirational and had lots of ideas about careers and employment.
Many displayed optimism and enthusiasm for the future and were
responsive to those who were interested in their progress, who
encouraged them to strive for success and who believed in their
potential. However, for some participants, the development and
realisation of ambitions was at risk because of unresolved emotional
problems, limited opportunities and resources, and unstable or
unsupportive relationships with carers, teachers and social workers.
In this way, the findings from this qualitative study confirmed the
findings of the literature reviewed in Phase 1. The findings suggest
that LACYP are aspirational but the processes and experiences of
being in care often act to limit their expectations and aspirations for

the future.

Experiences, enablers and barriers

There are many barriers that LACYP face in ensuring they have a
positive experience of learning, active participation in school life, and
are encouraged to take every opportunity to reach their potential and
to achieve their aspirations. The analysis of the qualitative data in
Phase 2 explored these experiences, enablers and barriers in relation
to RQ4, 5, 6 and 8.

LACYP discussed their experiences of placement moves and school
moves, which have disrupted their routines, and engendered
inconsistent relationships with family, carers, professionals involved in
their lives and their peers, along with uncertain futures as they reach
the age of leaving care. As reported in the collation of descriptive
statistics in Phase 1, placement stability is significant with a negative

relationship with a higher numbers of placement moves. Young
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5.17

5.18

5.19

people themselves understand placement instability as a key barrier

to them enjoying positive educational experiences.

LACYP also discussed the disruptions to their day in the form of visits
to the school from social workers and other professionals and
meetings that were scheduled in school hours and on school
premises. Also, even where LACYP had been able to move
placements and stay in the same school, the travel distance often
limited their access to after school clubs, events and social activities
with their peers. A lack of resources and access to funding for
educational equipment, particularly ICT was recognised as a key
barrier. Overall, between themselves, and in comparison to other
children in society, LACYP feel that they are discriminated againsti in
the allocation of resources, in access to education, and access to

opportunities for social and cultural development.

Stable care and school placements and consistent relationships and
routine featured as key aspects in enabling LACYP to fully participate
in learning and school and college life. Similarly, parity and equity of
support and access to resources and opportunities were also key.
The LACYP we engaged with valued those people who demanded
they get to school, encouraged them to learn, achieve and do better,
helped them with homework, drove them to after-school clubs, and
who ensured they had the opportunity to meet with friends, and had
access to pens, books, computers and were able to attend school
trips and activities. They spoke too readily of being lucky to receive
the sorts of attention and care that might be taken for granted by

many other children and families in society.

LACYP displayed an awareness of the stigmas that come with their
stat us aasf tédBhieéakuewhs understood increasingly as

they grew in age, to be seen by others (peers and adults alike) as a
problem, troubled, different, and unlikely to achieve much. However,
whilst the majority of the participants wanted to be treated like

children who are not in the care system, they also acknowledged that
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5.20

5.21

5.22

for them to participate fully in learning and school life, they may
require extra provision to mitigate disadvantage.

Action, interventions, policy and practice

In relation to RQ9, 10 and 11, focus group participants offered an
evaluation of the interventions through activities with the vignettes and
offered a range of suggestions for improvements in policy and
practice. In these discussions young people stressed that they should
be seen as individuals with different needs rather than a one-size-fits-
all approach. There was also a tension between requiring extra
support and resources and being
Consequently wider, universal provisions for all children, young
people and families were often seen as the preferred option for

support services and initiatives.

Despite the instability of moving placement and moving school, some
young people thought that a change of school was more appropriate
than commuting considerable distances to remain in the same school.
These young people felt that becoming part of a new community and
building new friendship networks might give their new placement a
better chance of success, and that pressure should be placed on
education providers to accept them into new schools. This point
reflects the need for an individualised approach that takes in to
consideration the views of LACYP rather than a blanket policy, which

positions continuity of schooling as a central aim.

Young people in focus groups discussed the educational
gualifications of foster carers, and felt that they should have a set of
basic skills to enable them to support LACYP6 sducation. Some
young people detailed a lack of support from foster carers and cases
where they were placed in a position of helping foster carers with
literacy. Focus group participants suggested that it would be good to
raise the required educational qualifications of foster carers, but also

recognised, given the current scarcity of foster carers, that this might
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be an unrealistic proposal. However, free training for foster carers

was suggested as an alternative.

5.23  The concept of an Education Liaison Officer (ELO) was well received
and focus group participants viewed this key role as an opportunity for
LACYP to get additional support and advocacy. It was suggested that
the ELO should be part of an independent body, rather than linked to
the LA, so they might be better at making schools more accountable.
There was a sense from the focus groups that strategies should be
put i n place to ensureltcrta@INAEET access t
resources as part of their everyday terms of reference.

5.24  The interventions discussed through the vignettes received differential
responses from focus group participants. Young people found the
title, Multi-dimensional Treatment Foster Care (MTFC), inappropriate
for an intervention as they felt it labelled LACYP as needing
treatment. The behaviourist aspects of the MTFC were rejected by
some young people who regarded them as the tools that you would
use to train an animal, whilst other thought that reward charts and
other incentives could prove useful. The Fostering Healthy Futures
project was positively evaluated by some young people because of
the links with healthy eating, cooking skills and bringing the family

together to eat.

5.25 The Letterbox Club scheme and the Teach Your Child Well initiatives
were valued as they were seen by young people as engendering
collaboration and helping carers to support children and young people
in the home environment. The Letterbox Club scheme was also
viewed as a positive way of delivering additional resources to help
LACYP with their education. Programmes that offered mentoring were
also discussed as potentially beneficial but some young people
suggested that they would be more effective if the mentee had
previously been a LACYP; and if mentoring schemes were available
to all children who required the service rather than limited to LACYP.
There was a preference for universal programmes and the Head Start

initiative was given a positive appraisal because it was available to all
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5.27

children in a community, so was non-stigmatising, and provided early

support for young children.

Young people in the focus groups generally rejected services that
singled them out as different, for example, the Kids in Transition to
School programme. However, many young people in the focus groups
valued opportunities for meeting with others who are looked after and
saw this as empowering. The Fostering Network and Voices from
Care Cymru, who were partners in this project and organised the
research days, both offer space for these forms of activity based and
informal meetings, which the focus group participants suggested
would be an effective support mechanism. In time based
interventions, endings were noted as potentially painful and
problematic for LACYP and the longevity of services like The
Fostering Network and Voices from Care Cymru also have the benefit
of an ongoing support system, rather than one that is delivered across

a short time span.

Concluding S ummary

Overall, the data produced with LACYP in Phase 2 confirmed the
collation of descriptive statistics and the focused literature review
undertaken in Phase 1. This resonance illustrates the pervasive
nature of the educational inequalities faced by LACYP. The full
systematic review of educational interventions for looked after
children provides a base for future development of programmes to
support LACYP in education. The contributions of young people in the
focus groups generated further evaluations, ideas and suggestions for
policy and practice, which have informed the recommendations

presented in the final chapter of the report.
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6.1

Recommendations

Overview

This final chapter reflects on the key findings of the project and offers

some recommendations based on the review of the existing literature
and the data produced with LACYP.

1.

The evidence-base for educational interventions remains limited,
and we would recommend that Welsh Government support and
invest in randomised controlled trials to generate scientifically
robust evaluation. Interventions subjected to evaluation do not
necessarily need to be novel and could encompass existing
approaches and practices.

Education for LACYP should be prioritised and the
arrangements for moving schools should be expedited more
quickly.

LACYP should not be exposed to the all too common disputes
over finances and responsibility.

Decisions around remaining in the same school and commuting
or moving to a new school as a result of placement moves
should be discussed with LACYP, their views taken into account,

and decisions made on an individual case-by-case basis.

There needs to be more of a focus on the importance of foster
carers own experience of education with consideration given to
providing opportunities for foster carers to gain additional

educational qualifications.

Training for foster carers should include explicit teaching on how
to support children with their homework, providing dedicated
time to undertake positive educational activities with children, as

well as the importance of attending school meetings.

LACYP should have an ambassador for their education, who has
the power to hold agencies to account, possibly located outside

of the local authority.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

All meetings for LACYP (for reasons related to their care

circumstances) should be held outside of school hours.

Efforts to minimise the impact of disruptive home circumstances
on L A Cléamingsshould be focused on providing extra

learning provision, one-on-one support and advocates.

Projects that work on increasing aspirations and mentoring
(possibly by care experienced individuals) should be considered
as a form of support for LACYP.

Training for educators, careers services and social workers
should be considered in relation to countering the propensity for
low attainment and career expectations for LACYP.

Communication between social services and education
providers needs to be timely and comprehensive to avoid delays
in providing LACYP with effective support.

The individual needs, requirements and opinions of LACYP
should be considered when places for them are made available

on interventions and programmes.

Intervention programmes should have comprehensive plans for

negotiating their end point to minimise distress for LACYP.

Universal programmes that are open to all children and young
people rather than restricted to LACYP should be considered as
they may be less stigmatising and more beneficial for a wider

demographic.

LACYP need opportunities to meet with others who are looked
after and these should be regularly held. Provision in this area is
currently available from The Fostering Network and Voices from
Care Cymru and these should be considered as best practice

models to develop further support for LACYP.

LACYP should have access to computers and to a wide range of

reading materials.
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Annex A - Literature Review Inclusion Criteria and Databases
searched

Achievement: Total of 11 sources of relevance
1. [All fields:] looked after AND [subject:] achiev*in "Social Sciences" found
12830 results (7 useful) ASSIA Applied Social Sciences Index and British

Education Index (Ebscohost)

2. [All fields:] looked-after AND [subject:] achiev*in "Social Sciences" found

2245 results (0 useful duplications)

3. [All fields:] looked-after child* AND [subject:] achiev*in "Social Sciences"

found 1800 (0 useful duplications)

4. [All fields:] looked-after young people AND [subject:] achiev*in "Social

Sciences" found 1155 results (o useful duplications)

5. [All fields:] care AND [subject:] achiev*in "Social Sciences" found 4533410

results (1 useful)

6. [All fields:] foster care AND [subject:] achiev*in "Social Sciences"
found163888 results (2 useful)
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7. [All fields:] residential care AND [subject:] achiev*in "Social Sciences" found
66651 results (0 useful duplications)

8. [All fields:] kinship care AND [subject:] achiev*in "Social Sciences" found
11094 results (0 useful duplications)

9. [All fields:] looked-after AND [subject:] school achiev* in "Social Sciences"

found 2224 results (0 useful duplications)

10. All fields:] care leaver AND [subject:] achiev* in "Social Sciences" found
3799 results (1 useful)

11. [All fields:] adolescen*AND [subject:] achiev* in "Social Sciences" found
2544522 results (0 useful duplications)

12. [All fields:] youth AND [subject:] achiev* in "Social Sciences" found
375816 results (0 useful)

13. [All fields:] looked-after AND [subject:] underachievement in "Social

Sciences" found 2223 (o useful duplications)

Attainment: Total of 11 sources of relevance

1. [All fields:] looked after AND [subject:] attain*in "Social Sciences" found
12800 results (2 useful) Sociological Abstracts (ProQuest)/ ASSIA Applied

Social Sciences Index and Abstracts (ProQuest)

2. [All fields:] looked-after AND [subject:] attain* in "Social Sciences" found

2223 results (0 useful - 2 duplications)

3. [All fields:] looked-after child* AND [subject:] attain* in "Social Sciences"

found 1778 results (0 useful - 3 duplications)
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4. [All fields:] looked-after young people AND [subject:] attain* in "Social
Sciences" found 1146 results (0 useful)

5. [All fields:] care AND [subject:] attain* in "Social Sciences" found 4532950
results (1 useful) ASSIA Applied Social Sciences Index and Abstracts
(ProQuest)

6. [All fields:] foster care AND [subject:] attain* in "Social Sciences" found
4035 results (8 useful) British Education Index (Ebscohost)/ PsycINFO (Ovid)/
Sociological Abstracts (ProQuest)/ ASSIA Applied Social Sciences Index and
Abstracts (ProQuest)

7. [All fields:] residential care AND [subject:] attain*in "Social Sciences" found
66632 results (0 useful)

8. [All fields:] kinship care AND [subject:] attain*in "Social Sciences" found
11088 results (0 useful)

9. All fields:] care leaver AND [subject:] attain* in "Social Sciences" found
3785 results (0 useful)

10. [All fields:] adolescen*AND [subject:] attain* in "Social Sciences" found
2541756 results (0 useful)

11. [All fields:] youth AND [subiject:] attain* in "Social Sciences" found 374260

results (0 useful)

Aspirations: Total of 1 source of relevance

1. [All fields:] looked after AND [subject:] Aspirations in "Social Sciences"

found 12798 results (1 useful) ASSIA Applied Social Sciences Index and
Abstracts (ProQuest)
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2. [All fields:] looked-after AND [subject:] Aspirations in "Social Sciences"
found 2221 results (0 useful - 1 duplication)

3. [All fields:] looked-after child* AND [subject:] Aspirations in "Social

Sciences" found 1775 results (0 useful)

4. [All fields:] looked-after young people AND [subject:] Aspirations in "Social

Sciences" found 1146 results (0 useful)

5. [All fields:] care AND [subject:] Aspirations in "Social Sciences" found
4534371 results (0 useful)

6. [All fields:] foster care AND [subject:] Aspirations in "Social Sciences" found
163876 results (0 useful)

7. [All fields:] residential care AND [subject:] Aspirations in "Social Sciences"
found 66655 results (0 useful)

8. [All fields:] kinship care AND [subject:] Aspirations in "Social Sciences"
found 11091 results (0 useful)

9. All fields:] care leaver AND [subject:] Aspirations in "Social Sciences" found
3786 results (0 useful)

10. [All fields:] adolescen*AND [subject:] Aspirations in "Social Sciences”
found 2542140 results (0 useful)

11. [All fields:] youth AND [subject:] Aspirations in "Social Sciences" found
374019 results (0 useful)
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Annex B: Search Strategy for Systematic Review

Database: Ovid MEDLINE(R) <1946 to November Week 3 2014>

# Search History

1 substitute care.ti,ab.

2 Al ocal authority care".ti,ab.
3. io-ofthome careo.ti, ab.

4 state care.ti,ab.

5 public care.ti,ab.

6 (child* adj3 state care).ti,ab.

7 ((residential or foster or kinship) adj3 (care or home*) adj5 (kid*

or child* or youngster or young person or young people or youth or
adolescent* or teen* or girl* or boy* or juvenile*)).ti,ab.

8. Children?s home.ti,ab.

9. (in care adj3 (kid* or child* or youngster or young person or
young people or youth or adolescent* or teen* or girl* or boy* or
juvenile®)).ti,ab.

10. (custody adj5 (kid* or child* or youngster or young person or
young people or youth or adolescent* or teen* or girl* or boy* or
juvenile®)).ti,ab.

11. support* living.ti,ab.

12. (looked after adj3 (kid* or child* or youngster or young person or
young people or youth or adolescent* or teen* or girl* or boy* or
juvenile®)).ti,ab.

13. (orphan* adj3 (kid* or child* or youngster or young person or
young people or youth or adolescent* or teen* or girl* or boy* or
juvenile®)).ti,ab.

14. (institution* adj3 (kid* or child* or youngster or young person or
young people or youth or adolescent* or teen* or girl* or boy* or

juvenile®)).ti,ab.

15. (nonparent adj3 (care or custody)).ti,ab.
16. care order.ti,ab.

17. Foster Home Care/

18. Child, Institutionalized/
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19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

or/1-18

(school or college or education* or academ*).ti,ab.
(learn* or attain* or achiev* or grad* or perform*).ti,ab.
attendance.ti.ab.

truan*.ti,ab.

(exclus* or expulsion or expel* or suspen*).ti,ab.

((entry or accept* or attend*) adj3 (university or high* education

or further education or college)).ti,ab.

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

Educational Measurement/

School/

Education/

or/20-28

(randomi?ed controlled trial or controlled clinical trial).pt.

(randomi?ed or quasi-experimental or placebo or randomly or

trial or groups).ti,ab.

32.
33.
34.
35.

or/30-31
19 and 29 and 32
exp animals/ not humans.sh.

limit 34 to (Englishlanguage and -CurrBdh98})
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Annex C: Data Extraction and Critical Appraisal Form

General Information

Name of Extractor

Publication type
(e.g. journal article, report)

Author

Year
(for study authors)

Country
(region, city)

Eligibility
Study Review Inclusion Criteria Location in text
Characteristics (Insert inclusion criteria for each characteristic (pg & T/fig/table)
defined in the Protocol Unclea

as defined in the Protocol) Yes  No r
Type of study Randomised Controlled Trial |:| |:| |:|

Controlled Clinical Trial

(quasi-randomised trial) |:| |:| |:|
Participants Looked after children and young people |:| |:| |:|
Types of Any
intervention (] [0 [
Types of Education
outcome (] [0 [
measures

INCLUDE [ ] EXCLUDE [ ]

Reason for
exclusion
Notes:

DO NOT PROCEED IF STUDY EXCLUDED FROM REVIEW
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Population and setting

Description
Include comparative information for each group (i.e. intervention
and controls) if available

Location in text
(pg & Y/fig/table)

Population
description

(from which study
participants are
drawn)

Setting
(including location and
social context)

Inclusion criteria

Exclusion criteria

Method/s of
recruitment of
participants

Informed consent

O O

obtained
Yes No Unclear
Notes:
Methods
Descriptions as stated in report/paper Location in text
(pg & T/fig/table)
Aim of study

Design (e.g. parallel,
crossover, non-RCT)

Unit of allocation
(by individuals,
cluster/ groups or
body parts)

Start date

End date

Duration of
participation

(from recruitment to
last follow-up)

Ethical approval
needed/ obtained for
study

O O

Yes No Unclear

Notes:
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Risk of Bias assessment
See Chapter 8 of the Cochrane Handbook. Additional domains may be required for

non-randomised studies.

Domain

Risk of bias

Low High Unclear
risk risk

Support for judgement

Location in text
(pg & Tl/fig/table)

Random sequence
generation
(selection bias)

OO O

Allocation
concealment
(selection bias)

OO O

Blinding of
participants and
personnel
(performance bias)

Outcome group: All/

(if required)

Outcome group:

Blinding of outcome
assessment
(detection bias)

Outcome group: All/

(if required)

Outcome group:

Incomplete outcome
data
(attrition bias)

Selective outcome
reporting?
(reporting bias)

Other bias

I I R A O T A A R I
I I R A O T A A R I
I I R A O T A A R I

Notes:
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http://www.mrc-bsu.cam.ac.uk/cochrane/handbook/index.htm#chapter_8/8_assessing_risk_of_bias_in_included_studies.htm

Participants

Provide overall data and, if available, comparative data for each intervention or comparison group.

Description as stated in report/paper

Location in text
(pg & Yffig/table)

Total no. randomised
(or total pop. at start of
study for NRCTSs)

Clusters
(if applicable, no., type, no.
people per cluster)

Baseline imbalances

Withdrawals and
exclusions

(if not provided below by
outcome)

Age

Sex

Race/Ethnicity

Severity of iliness

Co-morbidities

Other treatment received
(additional to study
intervention)

Other relevant
sociodemographics

Subgroups measured

Subgroups reported

Notes:
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Intervention groups

Copy and paste table for each intervention and comparison group

Intervention Group

Description as stated in report/paper

Location in text
(pg & Ti/fig/table)

Group name

No. randomised to group
(specify whether no.
people or clusters)

Theoretical basis (include
key references)

Description (include
sufficient detail for
replication, e.g. content,
dose, components)

Duration of treatment
period

Timing (e.g. frequency,
duration of each episode)

Delivery (e.g. mechanism,
medium, intensity, fidelity)

Providers

(e.g. no., profession,
training, ethnicity etc. if
relevant)

Co-interventions

Economic variables

(i.e. intervention cost,
changes in other costs as
result of intervention)

Resource requirements
to replicate intervention
(e.g. staff numbers, cold
chain, equipment)

Notes:
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Control Group

Description as stated in report/paper

Location in text
(pg & Ti/fig/table)

Group name

No. randomised to group
(specify whether no.
people or clusters)

Theoretical basis (include
key references)

Description (include
sufficient detail for
replication, e.g. content,
dose, components)

Duration of treatment
period

Timing (e.q. frequency,
duration of each episode)

Delivery (e.g. mechanism,
medium, intensity, fidelity)

Providers

(e.g. no., profession,
training, ethnicity etc. if
relevant)

Co-interventions

Economic variables

(i.e. intervention cost,
changes in other costs as
result of intervention)

Resource requirements
to replicate intervention
(e.g. staff numbers, cold
chain, equipment)

Notes:
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Outcomes

Copy and paste table for each outcome.

Outcome 1

Description as stated in report/paper

Location in text
(pg & Ti/fig/table)

Outcome name

Time points measured
(specify whether from
start or end of
intervention)

Time points reported

Outcome definition  (with
diagnostic criteria if
relevant)

Person measuring/
reporting

Unit of measurement
(if relevant)

Scales: upper and lower
limits (indicate whether
high or low score is
good)

Is outcome/tool
validated?

O O

Yes No Unclear

Imputation of missing
data

(e.g. assumptions made
for ITT analysis)

Assumed risk estimate
(e.g. baseline or
population risk noted in
Background)

Power

Notes:
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Results
Copy and paste the appropriate table for each outcome, including additional tables for each
time point and subgroup as required.

For RCT/CCT
Dichotomous outcome

Description as stated in report/paper Location in text
(pg & Ti/fig/table)
Comparison
Outcome
Subgroup
Timepoint

(specify whether from
start or end of
intervention)

Results Intervention Comparison
No. No events No. No. participants
events events

No. missing

participants and

reasons

No. participants moved

from other group and

reasons

Any other results

reported

Unit of analysis (by
individuals, cluster/groups
or body parts)

Statistical methods
used and
appropriateness of
these methods (e.g.
adjustment for
correlation)

Reanalysis required?
(specify, e.g. correlation D D D

adjustment) Yes No Unclear

Reanalysis possible? |:| |:| |:|
Yes No Unclear

Reanalysed results

Notes:
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For RCT/CCT
Continuous outcome

Description as stated in report/paper

Location in text
(pg & Y/fig/table)

Comparison

Outcome

Subgroup

Timepoint

(specify whether from
start or end of
intervention)

Post -intervention or
change from

baseline?
Results Intervention Comparison
Mean | SD (or No. Mean | SD (or No.
other participants other participants
variance) variance)
No. missing
participants and
reasons

No. participants
moved from other
group and reasons

Any other results
reported

Unit of analysis
(individuals, cluster/
groups or body parts)

Statistical methods
used and
appropriateness of
these methods (e.g.
adjustment for
correlation)

Reanalysis |:| |:| |:|

required? (specif

q (specify) Yes No
Unclear

Reanalysis

possible? D D D

Yes No

Unclear

Reanalysed results

Notes:
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For RCT/CCT
Other outcome

Description as stated in report/paper

Location in text
(pg & Y/fig/table)

Comparison

Outcome

Subgroup

Timepoint

(specify whether from
start or end of
intervention)

Results

Intervention SD (or other
result variance)

Control result

SD (or other
variance)

Overall results

SE (or other variance)

No. participant

Intervention

Control

No. missing
participants and
reasons

No. participants
moved from other
group and reasons

Any other results
reported

Unit of analysis (by
individuals,
cluster/groups or body
parts)

Statistical methods
used and
appropriateness of
these methods

Reanalysis required?
(specify)

0 O

Yes No Unclear

Reanalysis possible?

O O

Yes No Unclear

Reanalysed results

Notes:
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For Cost Benefit Analysis

Description as stated in report/paper

Location in text
(pg & Y/fig/table)

Comparison

Outcome

Subgroup

Timepoint

(specify whether from
start or end of
intervention)

Post -intervention or
change from

baseline?
Results Intervention SD (or Control result SD (or other
result other variance)
variance)

Overall results

SE (or other variance)

No. participants

Intervention

Control

No. missing
participants and
reasons

No. participants
moved from other
group and reasons

Any other results
reported

Unit of analysis
(individuals, cluster/
groups or body parts)

Statistical methods
used and
appropriateness of
these methods

Reanalysis required?
(specify)

0 O

Yes No Unclear

Reanalysis possible?

O O

Yes No Unclear

Reanalysed results

Notes:
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Applicability

Have important
populations been
excluded from the
study? (consider
disadvantaged
populations, and possible
differences in the
intervention effect)

O O

Yes No Unclear

Is the intervention likely
to be aimed at
disadvantaged groups?
(e.g. lower socioeconomic

groups)

O O

Yes No Unclear

Does the study directly
address the review
question?

(any issues of partial or
indirect applicability)

O O

Yes No Unclear

Notes:

Other information

Description as stated in report/paper

Location in text
(pg & T/fig/table)

Key conclusions of
study authors

References to other
relevant studies

Correspondence
required for further study
information (from whom,
what and when)

Notes:
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Annex D: PRISMA Diagram of Study Retrieval

Additional records identified through
other sources
(n =16 expert recommendation; n=3

rafarance checkinn

Records identified through databas
seaching
(n =25149)

Records after duplicates removed
(n =1620 (n=1601 databases; n=16 expert

recommendation® n=2 reference checkinn)

A

Recordsscreenedttitle and abstract
(n=1620) > Records excluded
(n =1560
A\ 4
Records screened at full text Reasons for fultext articles exclusion
(n =60) > (n =46) (n=11 no LACYP population or
(n=49databases; n=8 expert subgroup; n=29 no primary or secondary
recommendation; n=3 reference educational outcomes; n=5 study design 1
e RCT or quasexperimental; n=tould not
be accessed)
\4

Studies included in review

(n =14 studies reporting n=9
interventions)

(n=7 databases; n=6 expert
recommendation; n=1 reference
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Annex E: Vignettes of Educational Interventions

Educ ation Liaison Officer

Callumis 10. He has been in foster care for 5 years, and has recently moved
into a new placement. This move has meant that Callum needs to change
schools and go to the local primary school, because his old school is too far
away.

The school has refused the request to accept Callum. They say that they are
full. The rules state that if a school refuses to take a looked after child, then the
local authority can make the school take them, even if the school is full.

Call umbés soci al wor ker i s not sur e w
the Education Liaison Officer.

A The officer works with the social work team. They are trained in how
to solve the educational problems faced by looked after children.
A These problems include: failure

records; denial of special education services; wrongful suspension or
expulsion. The officer also has some legal training and access to
support from a law firm.

A The Education Liaison Officer that Callum is referred to has dealt
with another 160 cases in the past year.

A The Education Liaison Officer and a staff member from the law firm
arrange to attend a meeting

A Inthis meeting they wil/| hel p the

failure to accept Callum into the school.
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Headstart

Laura is 5. She has a single mum who gave birth to her when she was 15.
Laura now lives with great-grandmother on a permanent basis, because she
has given her a | ot of support and

OHeadstarté offessl skeppbatr ads f akhe &
encourage the educational, social and emotional development of children.

This means that Laurads family have

A classes to learn how to cook healthy foods needed for Laura to
grow up healthy;

A drop-i n pl ay sessions at the | oca

A parenting classes to encourage positive behaviours and

relationships.

A member of the local Family and Community Partnership has also met with
L a ur a 6 gramgimother to help her feel confident in asking for the
community services the families need.
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Fostering Healthy Futures
Sophie is 10 and is in foster care.

Sophie now goes to a group once a week for 1 hour, along with 7 other
children who are also in foster care (age 9-11).

1 Two trained workers lead the group.

1 There are lots of activities and games that aim to help young
people to understand their emotions, solve problems, manage
anger, and form healthy relationships.

1 The group have dinner together after each session.

T The group is a 30 minute drive
placement.

Sophie also has an individual mentor. She meets with her mentor for 2 to
4 hours per week.

1 The mentor can be a social work student.

T Sophi eds mentor dri ves mdagheyalsm 3
join the group for dinner at the end.

91 During her mentoring sessions Sophie talks with her mentor about
how to build healthy relationships with other young people and
adults. They also complete a range of activities from the skills
group.

1 Sometimes they go out and do activities, like cycling, going to the
library, museum or park.

1 Sophie can choose an area that she might like to work in and is
given the opportunity to shadow someone who works in this field.

The group and the mentoring lasts for 9 months and at the end she

graduates at a leaving ceremony.
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Letterbox Club

Emily is 8 and is back in foster care. She has gone back into foster care
after living with her family for a little while. Her 10 year old sister is in the
same foster placement.

Since being back i n foster care,
Clubo. This means that every mon
just for her, which is posted to her foster home.

1 The parcel contains lots of books, such as Wh e r Wallg, Horrid
Henry, and the Sticker Atlas of Britain and Northern Ireland. There
are also story CDs, a CD player, and pens and paper. Parcels
contain activities and materials to help Emily to learn maths, and
so far she has received a calculator, plastic coins, dice and puzzle
sheets.

T Emi |l yds foster carer opens the
Sometimes they look through the books with Emily. Sometimes
Emily goes and does the activities and games on her own, or with
her sister.
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Fostering In dividualized Assistance Program

David is 15. He has been in his current foster placement for 7 months. He
has moved foster care placements a lot in the past few years. He has
struggled with a number of behavioural problems in the past.

David likes his foster placement at the moment. He is is offered the Fostering
Individualized Assistance Programme to try to help him stay there. The
programme wi || al so aim to help wit
problems.

A The programme is delivered by a trained family specialist who has
lots of experience working with people like David.

A Each specialist works with up to 12 young people, and is able to
work with another 10 young people who have completed the
programme and might need help again.

When David meets the 6family speci a

A They assess his mental needs. They also assess the mental
needs of Davidoés birth and f ost
that have happened are explored. Current problems and good
things are also talked about.

Foll owing the meeting, a O6Fostering
is set up.

A They meet monthly to form a 6I:I
A This plan says what Davidoés i mj
can be done to try to help David stay where he is in his foster

placement.

The family specialist then works with David, his birth and foster family, and
other professionals, to set them up with services and support that would help
him. This includes access to mental health services, a volunteer mentoring
programme, and an advocacy service that could help David in accessing
additional educational support in school.
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Teach Your Children Well

Jack is 7. He has been in foster care for 10 months. His sister is there too.
Both of them go to the | ocal pri mar
attended a 6 hour training course so that she can help Jack with his reading
and maths.

1 Each week, for a whole school year, Angela tutors Jack to improve
his reading and maths skills.

9 Jack is encouraged to read stories aloud to Angela, and they work
together to solve maths problems with the use of a computer
programme.

T Angel a didndét have a computer be
before Jack could complete the activities.

1 Sometimes Angela struggles to help Jack. For example, there are
certain words that Jack finds hard to read out loud.

1 At the training course Angela was provided with the phone number
for a free of charge helpline.

1 From time to time she calls the helpline for extra support and advice.
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Kids in Transition to School

Clare is 4 and is in foster care. She is going to the local infant school for the
first time in September.

To help Clare get ready to begin school, she is going to be part of the Kids in
Transition to School Programme. So before she starts school in September,

over the summer, for 2 months, Clare goes with her foster carers to a group

with other foster families. Once school has started, whilst she is settling into

school, Clare and her foster carers will go along to the group for another two
weeks.

Clare and her foster family attend the group for 2 hours, 2 times a week.
They meet in a local community centre.

A A teacher and two teaching assistants lead the group.

A Clare takes part in activities that help to improve her reading and
writing, help her with good behaviour, and help her to make
friends with other children.

A For example, at each session the children learn to sound a new
letter and take part in role-playing and learning how to share with
others.

A Clare is provided with additional activities and learning materials
to take home. She has a weekly homework task to complete.

A Clarebébs foster carers take par
assistant.

A They learn about how to help their foster children learn to read
and write, prepare for starting school, and how to manage their
behaviour.
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Multidimensional Treatment Foster Care

Sarah is 16. She has a history of offending and until recently has been

staying in a secure childrends homs
care.
Her foster carers have been trained in a programme called
AMul ti di mensi onal Treat ment Foster
The foster carerseé
A Have been chosen because they have fostered other young
people similar to Sarah, so they understand her complex needs.
A They talk about negative behaviours and positive ways of doing
things differently
A They keep a point system of Sa

A family

points for bad behaviours and adding points for good behaviours.

therapi ste

A Meets with Sarah each week to help with problems at school, with
her parents and with her foster care placement.

A The family therapist also works with the family to ensure itis a
good environment for Sarah

A o6skills trainero6é

A Helps Sarah to go to activities she likes. For example, Sarah
enjoys street dancing, and her trainer has helped her to find a
weekly class to attend near her home.

A During their time together, the skills trainer tries to support Sarah
in behaving in a positive way and to form positive relationships
with others.

A They role-play how Sarah might behave in different situations,

with the trainer teaching her the most positive set of behaviours.
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Annex F : Participant | nformation

5-11 year olds - Demographics

2 Mainstream

Rapunzel F 8 White English Foster care school
Ruby 5 Mainstream

Sparkles F 8 White English Foster care school
1 Mainstream

Darcy F 11 White English Foster care school
1 Mainstream

Batman 1 M 6 White English Foster care school
Mainstream

Batman 2 M 7 White English Foster care | 1 school
Mainstream

Cole M 9 White English Foster care | 1 school
Subway Mainstream

Surfer M 7 White English Foster care | 2 school
1 Mainstream

Evan M 10 White English Foster care school
3 Mainstream

Elsa S F 7 White English Foster care school
3 Mainstream

Elsa W F 7 White English Foster care school
Mainstream

Kai M 8 White English Foster care | 2 school
Katelyn F White English Foster care | data missing g/ﬁ:ggream
Jessica F 9 Arab English Foster care | 1 Mainstream

school
British Mainstream

Musa M 8 Asian English Foster care | 5 school
Mainstream

Spiderman | M 8 White English Foster care | 2 school
Mainstream

Caitlyn F 11 White English Foster care | 2 school
Mainstream

Harry Cain | M 8 White English Foster care | 2 school
Mainstream

De Gea M 6 White English Foster care | 2 school
Mainstream

Lloyd M 7 White English Foster care | 1 school
Mainstream

Dafydd M 10 White English Foster care | 2 school
Mainstream

Neymar M 9 White English Foster care | 2 school
Mainstream

Jack M 9 White English Foster care | 3 school

"Al'l the LACYPO6s names in this report are fi

participants to maintain their anonymity.
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5-11 year olds i Research Activities and Aspirations

Rapunzel Emotion stickers | 14.36 Teacher
Ruby Sparkles Emotion stickers | 21.26 Beautician
Darcy Talk 6.24 Footballer or firefighter
Batman 1 Emotion stickers | 9.04 Footballer

Emotion stickers | 9.04 Superhero or a job
Batman 2 making things
Cole Talk 9.08 Scientist
Subway Surfer Emotion stickers | 9.10 Superhero
Evan Talk 9.43 Vet

Talk 10.58 Princess Elsa or
Elsa S shopkeeper

Emotion sticker 2.34 Princess or ballerina
Elsa W
Kai Talk 10.01 Teacher
Katelyn Emotion stickers | 2.34 Princess
Jessica Sandbox 19.02 Doctor
Musa Sandbox 14.14 Dolphin trainer or DJ
Spiderman Sandbox 12.13 Actor or farmer
Caitlyn Talk 12.02 Vet or doctor
Harry Cain Sandbox 9.24 RSPCA worker
De Gea Sandbox 6.38 Football player
Lioyd Sandbox 4.57 Not sure

Talk 10.07 Football, rugby or
Dafydd basketball player
Neymar Sandbox 10.33 Builder or carpenter
Jack Talk 5.15 Not sure
8AI'l the LACYPOA6s names in this

participants to maintain their anonymity.
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11-16 year olds i Demographics

Foster Data Mainstream
Alesha F 16 White English Care missin school; Special
9 school; PRU
Jazz F 11 White English Foster IZ.)at.a Mainstream
Care missing school
Bishop M 11 White English Foster 9 Mainstream
Care school
. . Foster Mainstream
Conner M 13 White English Care 3 school
Hulk M 11 White | English Foster 2 Mainstream
Care school
. . Foster Mainstream
Roxy F 12 White English Care 1 school
. . Foster Mainstream
Thor M 14 White English Care lots School
Bob M 15 White | English Foster 3 Mainstream
Care school
Jeff M 16 White | English Foster 1 Mainstream
Care school
. . Foster Mainstream
Imogen F 11 White English Care 3 school
. . Foster Mainstream
Isabelle F 11 White English Care 5 school
Foster
Messi M 11 White | English Care; 1 Mainstream
Kinship school
Care
. Foster Mainstream
Bob F 12 White Welsh Care 2 school
Ryan M 14 White Welsh Foster 2 Mainstream
Care school
Suarez M 15 White English Foster 6 Mainstream
Care school
. Foster Mainstream
Gareth M 13 White Welsh Care 1 school
Jeffrey M 12 White English Foster 2 Mainstream
Care school
Al'l the LACYPO6s names in this report are fi

participants to maintain their anonymity.
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11-16 year olds i Research Activities and Aspirations

Sandbox 28.34 Childcare or
Alesha vet 0s
assistant
Jazz Sandbox 21.15 Policewoman
Bishop Sandbox 34.15 Army
Conner SandbOX 2459 Army
Talk 14.42 Superhero or
Hulk architect
Roxy Sandbox 30.23 Police officer
Thor Sandbox 14.30 Superhero or
policeman
Talk 32.48 Mechanic or
Bob work with
animals
Jeff Sandbox 18.35 Chef or army
Imogen Sandbox 20.30 Teacher or
9 horse rider
Isabelle Sandbox 20.30 Hairdresser
Messi Sandbox 12.45 PE teacher
Bob Talk 13.27 Work in a
cafe
Rvan Talk 19.37 Hotel owner
y or chef
Suarez Talk 15.26 Chef or army
Gareth Sandbox 12.13 Policeman
Jeffre Talk 19.25 Army or work
y with animals
“AlI'l the LACYP&s names in thi

participants to maintain their anonymity.
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16+ focus groups

Foster
Care: Special School
Residential College
M 25 White English Care 6
Mainstream school,
Foster PRU; College
M 18 White English Care 2
Foster
gg;?&enti al Mainstream school,
Care; PRU; College; YOI,
Kinship Home
F 21 White English Care 12
Mainstream school,
PRU; College;
Foster Special School; Home
F 17 White English Care 20
Foster Mainstream School
M 23 White English Care 6+
Mainstream school,
PRU; College; YOI,
Foster Special School; Home
F 17 White English Care data missing
Mainstream school,
Residential Children's
home; PRU; College;
Foster Home
F 17 White English Care 24
Mainstream School;
Foster College
M 17 White English Care 6
Mixed )
White & Mainstream School;
Black Foster Home,; College
M 16 Carribbean | English Care 10
Mainstream School;
Foster College
M 27 White English Care 4
Foster
Care; Mainstream school,
Residential College
M 20 White English Care 5
Foster
Care: Mainstream school;
Residential College; University
F 21 White English Care unsure
Foster
Care; Mainstream school,
Residential College
F 21 White English Care 7
Foster
Care;
Residential
Care: Mainstream school;
Kinship College
M 21 White English Care 20
Foster Mainstream school;
Care; College
M 16 White English Residential | 11
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Care
Foster Mainstream school
M 23 White English Care unsure
Mainstream school;
Foster Special School;
Care; Residential Children's
Residential home; College
F 25 White English Care unsure
Foster
Care;
Residential
Care;
Kinship Mainstream School
F 16 White English Care 11
Foster Mainstream school
F 20 White English Care 20+
Foster
Care;
residential .
care: Mainstream school;
kinship college
M 20 White English care 20
Data Data Data missing
M 27 White missing missing Data missing
Mainstream school;
Foster home schooled
F 20 White English Care 2
Mainstream school;
PRU; Residential
children's home; YOI,
Residential college
F 18 White English Care Data missing
Mainstream school;
Foster college
M 18 White English Care 1
Foster .
Care; Mainstream school,
Residential college
M 18 White English Care unsure
Foster Special School
M 16 White English Care Data missing

Higher Education students

English

Foster Care;
Semi-
independent

Mainstream school; college; University

White

English

Foster Care

Mainstream school and sixth form; University
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Annex G: Consent form (foster carers)

I understand that éééeé. . wild]l be participa
chil drends experiences of edueexdrdwhat. The r
my child says during an interview or activity (the researchers will ask if this ok

before recording anything).

| understand that my childds participation
that they can withdraw at any time without giving reasons. On the day, the

researchers will seek verbal consent from my child to take part in the

research.

| understand that me and my child are free to ask any questions at any time.
If for any reason they experience discomfort during participation, they are free
to withdraw. You and your child can discuss any concerns with Cardiff
University researchers, Fostering Network staff, or both.

| understand that the information provided by my child will be held
anonymously and used solely for the purposes of research. However, if my
child discloses information regarding harm to themselves or others, the
research team will have to report this to the relevant authority.

[insert for 11-16 year old events] | understand that there will be filming on the
day, but my child does not have to take part in this. Children and young
people who are filmed will not be identifiable in the final film.

| understand that in accordance with the Data Protection Act, information
collected as part of the research will be retained for a minimum of five years
following the completion the research. No names, addresses or other
identifying features will be stored. Information from the interviews may be
used in a report for Welsh Government, and in academic journals or
presentations, but this information will remain anonymous.

l, (Please PRINT name)

give my consent and permission for

(Print name of child)

to participate in a study conducted by CASCADE (Cardiff University)

Signed: Date:
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Annex H: Consent form (children)

Childrendés consent f o r nmend eduzaidn eedearahf t e r

| am a researcher from Cardiff University and | am trying to understand

childrenos Views about education.

guestions about school and about what you would like to be or do when
youdr e ol de retorecordwor nonwkrsakion ksing this recorder.
Do you have any questions?

This form gives you the chance to say you agree to take part, you can
read it on your own or | can read it with you.

| understand that | am taking part in some research and | have been given a

chance to ask questions about it.

| understand that | do not have to talk to the researchers and can go to a

different activity at any time without giving a reason.

lunderstand t hat | can take part i n some

to.

I understand t hat | donot need to

| understand that what | talk about will be recorded and some of what | say
might be used in a report, but my real name will not be used so nobody

reading it will know who | am.

| understand that what | say will stay private unless | talk about something that
makes the researcher think I am in danger, or another child is in danger. If this
happens then | understand the researcher will have to tell other adults about

It.

Signed

Date
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Annex I: Interview schedule (children)

Experience:

Tell /show/draw me a time when you had a good day at school
What happened? Who was there? What adults were there? What did

they do? What did your friends do? What were you doing in class?

- Al so ask about a bad day, and if they d
recall you can ask them about the bad day but then ask them to
imagine and tell/show/draw what a good day at school would be like
- Or more straightforward and broad i can you show/tell/draw me what
school is like?
Exploring more specific things:
- What s homework | ike? Who helps you? Wh
- Is there someone at school that helps you? A teacher or other adult?
How do your friends help you or do you help them?
- Have you moved schools? What happened?
- What 6és your best subject? What do you I |
subject? What holds you back?
- What has made you feel proud at school?
Aspiration:
Questions like:
- What would you |ike to be/do when youdre
- What would a bright future look like or be like?
- If you woke up tomorrow and could be anything or do anything, what
would it be? What would it look like?
To explore further you could ask things like:
- Where will you live? What would you like about living there? Who will
your friends be? Who will you live with? What would you do on the
weekends? What hobbies would you have?
- What would you I|Ii ke about being aé (foo:
mum, archaeologist)? Why do you want to do that/be that?
- Is there anything else you might like to do?
- How will you get there/achieve this? What would help you become a
e. 7
- What dondét you want to do/ where dondt vy

older?

172



Annex J: Emotion sticker images
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Annex K: Sandbox images
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